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151st session of the Council 

(Rome, 23-27 March 2015) 

 

 

Statement on behalf of the European Regional Group 
 

 

Item 16 Status report on Antimicrobial Resistance 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Regional Group (ERG). 

 

2. The ERG commends the Secretariat for its report and draft resolution. The report takes a balanced 

approach to the risks and effects of antibiotic use and its inter-linkages to resistance. While noting 

that policies should be evidence-based, it highlights the costs of inaction for the global and national 

economies, for livelihoods in many countries and for our common efforts at poverty reduction. It 

makes clear that current research gaps do not detract from the compelling evidence that underlines 

the need for preventive actions, including in accordance with the precautionary principle. 

 

3. The message is clear: we, the Members of FAO and the Secretariat must do all we can to minimise 

the threat of growing antimicrobial resistance by taking immediate actions at all appropriate levels.  

This will show the same sense of urgency in agriculture, aquaculture and animal health as WHO is 

applying to human health. The already existing OIE standards on prudent use of antimicrobial 

agents and on antimicrobial resistance should be supported. Priorities include strengthening global 

capacity to monitor the use of antibiotics and growing resistance in cooperation with OIE and its 

existing activities in this field, and helping strengthen national capacities to develop, implement and 

enforce regulations. The goal must be to promote prudent and responsible use in order to minimise 

the threat of AMR and, more importantly, to ensure effective and life-saving antibiotic drugs in the 

future, for both animals and humans. 

 

4. Sustainable food production systems that encourage good agricultural and animal husbandry 

practices - including disease prevention systems and waste management - make it possible to 

minimise the use of antibiotics and are an important step to reduce the risks of AMR. Lessons 

learned should be shared by those countries that have shown that this is achievable without risking 

food security, or the profitability of the sector. FAO’s expertise means it is well-placed to take a 

global lead in this area. 
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5. There has been substantial progress, including the guidelines and codes of Codex and OIE, as well 

as the World Health Assembly resolution and global action plan on antimicrobial resistance. We 

propose the following edits to strengthen the draft resolution: 

 

In the 4th para of the preamble, insert “as well as the relevant agreed OIE standards” after the words 

“guidance and codes” so as to also include a reference to what has already been agreed within OIE. 

 

Given the urgency of the threat, the accepted approach of ‘the precautionary principle’ should be 

applied where evidence is still pending but where there is a persuasive case for limiting risks. We 

therefore suggest reflecting this in the final preambular paragraph, as well as in para c. The final 

preambular paragraph would then read as follows: “Strongly supporting the ongoing work by the 

Secretariat, in collaboration with Members and others, to assess the evidence of antimicrobial 

resistance in food and agriculture systems, identify knowledge gaps, and provide recommendations 

to Members based on sound evidence and on the precautionary principle where evidence is still 

pending and there is a persuasive case for limiting risk” 

Para c would read as follows: “c) take evidence-based urgent action at national, regional and local 

levels to mitigate risks posed by antimicrobial resistance in food, agriculture and the environment; 

and based on the precautionary principle where evidence is still pending and there is a persuasive 

case for limiting risk” 

 

- While monitoring and surveillance of AMR are important, so too are better monitoring and 

surveillance of the use of antibiotics generally, given their link to AMR. We therefore suggest 

adding a new sub-para 1b) ‘strengthen  monitoring and surveillance of the use of antimicrobials 

in agriculture1, regulation of their use and compliance with those regulations by all stakeholders 

in cooperation with OIE and its activities in this area’;  

 

- With reference to Members, we suggest adding a new sub-para 1c bis) ‘take actions to support 

the development of sustainable food production systems that prevent diseases, and promote 

good animal husbandry and management, biosecurity, hygiene practices and health’; 

 

- While the Status report mention the impacts on AMR of human behaviour, terrestrial and 

aquatic animal production practises, but also of plant production practices, there is no reference 

to the latter in the resolution. We suggest inserting in the para g) iii after “husbandry” the words 

“plant production”  

 

- In sub-para 1j) add the words “antimicrobial usage and” before after the word “antimicrobial 

resistence 

 

- With reference to FAO, we also suggest a new sub-para 2a), ‘actively support, in collaboration 

with other relevant partners, sustainable production systems that prevent diseases through good 

animal husbandry, management and practices, as an important means to combat antimicrobial 

resistance’. 

                                                 
1 Assuming a broad definition of agriculture, to include terrestrial and aquatic animals, 
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- We were concerned to learn during the Programme Committee discussion that such resources 

as the Secretariat is currently applying to this area are largely at the expense of other priorities 

in animal health. Helping tackle AMR should be a high priority and a core activity for the FAO 

Secretariat, and should be supported by some dependable resources from the regular budget, 

which would send an important signal of FAO’s commitment to helping members address this 

global threat. We call on the Secretariat to make proposals in view to identify sources for 

financing work in this high priority area, as well as on Members to support AMR-related FAO 

activities by voluntary contributions.  

 

 

6. We look forward to a revised version of the resolution. Adopting it will bring the FAO Conference 

in line with the World Health Assembly and highlight the priority the Members and Secretariat give 

to tackling this growing global threat. 

 

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________ 
 

 

 


