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29th session of the FAO Regional Conference for Europe 
(Bucharest, 2-4 April 2014) 

Final Presidency Statement on behalf of the European Union and its Member States 
 

Item 7: Ministerial Round Table Food - Losses and Food Waste in Europe and Central 
Asia 

 
 
Ms/Mr Chairperson, 
 
1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

 
The candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, Montenegro, Serbia, The Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia and Turkey) align themselves with this statement. 
 

2. We agree with the FAO when pointing out that reducing food losses and waste is closely linked 
to the Right to Adequate Food for all people in the world. It is essential to improve the 
sustainability of food systems. Food losses and waste have a social, environmental and an 
economic dimension. Food waste has an environmental impact since it increases – inter alia – 
greenhouse gas emissions and water consumption. 
 

3. Reducing food losses and waste along the supply chains is a high priority in many European 
countries. This sentiment is shared by the European Parliament and the European Commission. 
Many EU Member states and the European Commission are working with all key actors to 
strengthen sustainability of the food system – from farm to fork –, whilst continuing to ensure 
the highest possible standards of food safety, public and animal health and welfare, and of 
course reducing food waste and losses. 
 

4. We agree with the FAO that food losses and waste depend on specific conditions and may be 
caused by many different factors. All actors in the entire food chain carry responsibility in 
reducing food losses and waste. In many cases a lack of chain management is the reason for 
high losses. A fundamental change in the food system is necessary through a systematic revision 
of the viability of current arrangements between the different actors in the food chain. 
 

5. It is important to distinguish between food waste and food losses. Developing countries are 
more likely to have food losses at the farm level and in the post-harvest chain, whereas 
developed countries experience more food losses and waste further up in the supply chain and at 
consumer level. Both food losses and waste affect food security in different ways. These 
impacts still need further research and policy options should look separately at losses and waste 
to target interventions. 
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6. According to assessment of experts, about half of the urban waste consists of biodegradable 
waste. Many European countries have therefore introduced a policy to reduce food waste. They 
are stimulating awareness-raising of consumers, alto through youth education and public 
education campaigns. They are also enhancing the food chains to strengthen cooperation to 
prevent and reduce food losses and waste, promoting innovation and research. At the European 
level a research project – called FUSIONS – has been established to find and promote a 
common definition of food loss and waste, to improve the data basis and monitoring of food 
losses and waste. 
 
Under the EU waste framework directive, Member States were committed to develop and 
present waste prevention plans by 2013. The European Commission has set up a working group 
with stakeholders in order to identify the best possible actions to take at EU level to reduce food 
waste and share best practices. The European Commission will further establish a dedicated 
working group with all Member States to identify possible further actions to be taken at EU 
level to facilitate food waste prevention and reduction. Reducing waste will have financial 
benefits for both businesses – who become more efficient –, and consumers, who gain income 
when wasting less. To point out these incentives requires education and coordination, and a 
reliable forum to share information. For this reason, a voluntary approach works well in some 
European countries. 
 

7. We endorse that FAO should continue its work in the region to address gaps in data availability. 
FAO should assist member countries in developing capacities for value chain analysis in general 
and food losses and waste in particular. We also endorse that FAO supports member countries 
to better include small farmers in the value chain, as well as to improve efficiency and 
competitiveness of food systems and value chains. 
 

8. We support FAO’s position that the private sector is in the lead to reduce food losses and waste. 
FAO should use its cooperation with the private sector to improve their commitment in this 
process, by introducing innovative strategies ameliorating processing efficiency and by 
addressing commercial actors in the food chain, as well as consumers, to better prevent food 
waste. Governments should facilitate this process, by creating an enabling environment. And 
knowledge institutions can create a scientific basis. 
 

9. Food losses and waste in low and middle income countries have an impact on hunger and 
malnutrition. Reducing food losses requires an integrated approach to make food value chains 
more efficient.We need to improve infrastructure in rural areas and provide farmers with credit 
facilities, so they can invest in improved farm management and technology. Adding value in the 
supply chain creates new jobs and thus purchasing power, an important aspect of food security. 
This implies sustainable and nutrition-sensitive development of local food chains and systems, 
in such a way that reduced losses indeed lead to less hunger and malnutrition. We are looking 
forward to our discussion of today to feed the upcoming debate at the next session of the CFS. 
 

Thank you, Ms/Mr Chairperson. 
 

______________ 
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