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29th session of the FAO Regional Conference for Europe 
(Bucharest, 2-4 April 2014) 

 
Final Commission Statement on behalf of the European Union and its Member States 

 
Item 6: State of Food and Agriculture in the Region, including future prospects and 

emerging issues 
 
Ms/Mr Chairperson, 
 
1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

 
The candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, Montenegro, Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia and Turkey) align themselves with this statement. 

 
2. We thank the FAO Secretariat for this excellent paper, that reviews the state of food and 

agriculture in the region, putting emphasis on food and nutrition security, as well as poverty 
alleviation, two of the strategic objectives of FAO. We understand that the review focussed on 
19 countries of Eastern Europe, Balkans, Central Asia and Caucasus, as well as Turkey. Most of 
them have reached the first Millennium Development Goal and we warmly congratulate them for 
this major achievement, while being confident that the remaining countries are on a good track. 
Beyond this achievement, the paper draws the attention to the multidimensional nature of food 
security and lists a number of risks, especially against the background of increased food price 
volatility. 
 

3. As members are invited to comment on policy directions in support of food security in the 
region, we would like to add some words on EU support in this area. 
 

4. As regards the overall approach, we would like to recall the Conclusions of the Council of the 
European Union on Food and Nutrition Security in External Assistance, adopted in May 
2013. While providing assistance, the EU and its Member States emphasised that it is the 
primary responsibility of partner countries to tackle national food and nutrition insecurity, but 
recognised that a multi-partner approach by all stakeholders, including the private sector is 
necessary, with partners working in a coordinated manner, in accordance with international aid 
effectiveness principles. The EU Council also emphasised the need to mainstream gender into all 
hunger reduction and nutrition efforts, which we think should be reflected in the document. 
 

5. We also support and are actively involved in international food and nutrition security fora and 
initiatives. In particular we welcome the United Nations Secretary General's Zero Hunger 
Challenge, we actively work on the Post-2015 Development Agenda and the Sustainable 
Development Goals. We fully participate in the Committee on World Food Security and believe 
the Voluntary Guidelines on Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Forestry and Fisheries 
as well as the on-going process on Principles for Responsible Agricultural Investments (rai) are 
relevant for Europe and Central Asia. The EU is also actively engaged in other initiatives, in 
particular in the delivery of the G-20 Action Plan on food price volatility and agriculture. 
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6. As regards countries covered in the paper, they are key countries for both the EU and Member 

States' assistance. EU support in the region is mainly channelled through two instruments: the 
Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA) and the European Neighbourhood Instrument 
(ENI). For the new financial period 2014-2020, both instruments focus on a limited number of 
policy areas and sectors, to closely address the needs of the beneficiaries. These instruments 
promote, amongst others, sustainable and inclusive growth, as well as economic, social and 
territorial development. 
 

7. While it is for beneficiary countries to choose their priorities, we can only encourage them to 
give appropriate importance to food and nutrition security as well as to agriculture. In 
recognition of important challenges facing agriculture and rural areas in the countries of the 
European Neighbourhood, the European Commission initiated in 2011 the European 
Neighbourhood Programme for Agriculture and Rural Development (ENPARD). 
 
As explained in the paper, one of the objectives of this initiative is to contribute to food security 
in the European Neighbourhood region by ensuring more sustainable provision of affordable 
food in the ENP countries. Drawing on the Commission's and the EU Member States' experience 
and expertise, ENPARD aims to promote long-term agricultural strategies in order to increase 
productivity while also contributing to raising quality standards, so as to enhance availability of 
quality food in the local markets as well as for foreign markets-export opportunities. We would 
like to express our appreciation for the implementation of ENPARD in several partner countries 
in the region. 
 

8. To illustrate EU partnerships, in Georgia, in March 2013 the sector development strategy was 
reviewed and an action plan to implement it was elaborated. The sector strategy's top priority is 
the development of agriculture through strengthening of small households. The budget of the 
Ministry was increased and several state-funded projects started operating. These programmes 
are already delivering positive results. In this favourable context, the €40 million sector support 
programme - ENPARD Georgia - started in 2013. The objective of the programme is to 
accelerate the restructuring of the agricultural sector and the rural economy of Georgia, through 
in particular strengthening small farmers' organizations, also through projects to support farmers’ 
economies of scale, enhance their efficiency and improve their linkages to the markets. 
 
In Moldova, an ongoing EU programme in the sector supports economic development of the 
rural areas and promotes small businesses. Over 500 new rural enterprises were created in 2013. 
Funds were also used to help farmers affected by the drought of 2012, especially in the field of 
agricultural insurance and irrigation. Moreover, Moldova adopted in March 2014 a new 
comprehensive Strategy for Agriculture and Rural Development for 2014-2020 which will be the 
basis for the development of the sector for the new programming period. 
 

9. As suggested in the paper, comprehensive approaches to the revival of the agricultural and rural 
sectors can help enhance food security and livelihoods. As regards the EU, the Common 
Agricultural Policy has just undergone a major reform to meet economic, social and 
environmental challenges. The main objectives are viable food production, sustainable 
management of natural resources and climate action, as well as balanced territorial development.  
 

Thank you, Ms/Mr Chairperson. 
______________ 
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