
 
 
 
Rome, 3 December 2013 
 
 

FAO-COORD 2013-094 FINAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subject: 148th session of the FAO Council 
     (Rome, 2 - 6 December 2013) 
 
item 5:     Report of the 114th session of the Programme Committee  
     (11-15 November 2013) 
 
 
 
Delegations will find attached the FINAL version of the EU statement on 
item 5 on the Council agenda. 
 
This statement has been approved by the Coordination Working Party at its 
meeting in Rome on Monday 2 December 2013. 
 
 

 
 
 

_____________

 
COUNCIL OF 

THE EUROPEAN UNION 
 
 
 GENERAL SECRETARIAT 

  
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL B 
AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES  

SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND HEALTH 
 
 International and horizontal aspects 

 of the CAP, in particular direct 
 support schemes and crop products 

 
 RUE DE LA LOI, 175 
 B – 1048 BRUSSELS 
 Tel: (32 2) 281 72 28 
 Fax: (32 2) 281 72 27 
 E-mail: 
secretariat.dgb1@consilium.europa.eu 
 



FAO-COORD 2013-094 FINAL  1 

148th session of the Council (Rome, 2 - 6 December 2013) 
 

Final Statement on behalf of the European Union 
and its Member States 

 
 

Item 5: Report of the 114th session of the Programme Committee  
(11-15 November 2013) 

 
Mr Chairperson, 
 
1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

 
The candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, Montenegro, The Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia and Turkey) align themselves with this statement. 

 
2. We would like to thank the able chair and the secretariat of the PC for the efficient and result 

oriented work of the PC meeting. The report of the 114th session of the PC fully reflects the 
discussions and main the conclusions of it. Therefore we would like to limit our comments to the 
following points of this report:  
• The important evaluations on the regional and subregional offices in Africa and the FAO 

work on Disaster Risk reduction in Latin America and the Caribbean; 
• Follow-up to the Evaluation of FAO's role and work in nutrition; 
• Follow-up on Evaluation of FAO’s role and work related to gender and development. 

 
3. Evaluation of the FAO’s regional and Subregional Offices for Africa : This is the third in the 

series of regional evaluations which we find very important and look forward to the synthesis 
document of all regional evaluations which will be ready for the Conference in 2015. The 
observations of this evaluation are valid for FAO’s work globally: further efforts to enhance 
decentralisation are necessary in order to achieve an effective and efficient decentralisation 
where empowerment and resources go hand in hand with functioning, monitoring and 
accountability. 

 
 Evaluation of FAO’s role and work in disaster risk reduction in Asia and Latin America 

and the Caribbean : The holistic DRR approach which is now adopted by FAO is vital for 
incorporating this work into core development-based activities, where capacity building is key. 

 
4. Follow-up to the Evaluation of FAO's role and work in nutrition : In relation to the 

integration of nutrition to the reviewed Strategic Framework which was welcomed in the PC, we 
would like to have further clarification about how this important issue is going to be 
mainstreamed and coordinated within the FAO's work.  In reference to next year’s Conference 
on Nutrition (ICN2), we would be grateful to get some further information on the preparatory 
process and debate it during the present Council, as ICN 2 is supposed to agree on policy 
frameworks and international cooperation as stated during the PC meeting. We believe that more 
emphasis has to be laid on the preparation of ICN2 and the communication with Members. We 
need concrete steps on how the process will move forward and concrete suggestions to define the 
outcome to develop a common political vision for ICN2 and to raise nutrition higher up in the 
agenda. 

 
 We also want to underline the need of full coordination with other sectors and organisations, 

such as the health sector and WHO among others, and alignment with the work of the Scaling-up 
Nutrition (SUN) Movement. 
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5. The ICN2 secretariat has committed to prepare a roadmap for the next steps in the process of 

ICN2. We would like this roadmap to include a timeline and to clearly indicate the expected 
outputs of the ICN2 meeting in 2014 and to describe the steps needed to attain these outputs 
between now and the event. We will appreciate to receive it during this FAO Council.  

 
We expect also FAO to indicate how it will liaise with WHO, as well as with the other agencies 
and international processes, including those involved in the steering committee, in order to 
ensure a proper preparation process of the conference. We ask for the setting-up of an 
intergovernmental process in order to ensure the preparation of the Conference, discuss the 
format of the outcomes and their content. This should be done in consultation with the civil 
society and the private sector. We expected a draft decision to be put forward to this FAO 
Council in this regard. We would be happy to hear from the secretariat how they intend to have 
the process launched. 

 
6. We very much hope that ICN2 will produce clear recommendations, notably concerning the role 

of agriculture, food production and health systems in reducing the double burden of 
malnutrition. 
 
We deem relevant that the 2014 Conference on Nutrition provides inputs to ongoing broader 
development processes in order to meet global expectations. In particular, the outcome of ICN2 
should support the Post – 2015 process of global sustainable development goals and feed with 
fact-based knowledge and a sound long term strategic view, setting worldwide 
recommendations for the years to come. We would also like to remind that the Milan Expo-
2015 will provide a very relevant opportunity to amplify and promote messages and outcomes 
from ICN2. 

 
7. Follow-up on Evaluation of FAO’s role and work related to gender and development 
 We fully support the conclusions of the Programme Committee but would like to stress further 

the importance of adequate capacity building within the organization for mainstreaming gender 
in FAO’s work. The visibility of gender must be kept high as to adequately reflect FAO's efforts 
in this area. Management must continue to support gender work fully, step up the pace of 
implementation and create a satisfactory mechanism of accountability. We are confident that the 
operational work plans will be more detailed in their articulation of gender and look forward to 
be periodically updated in the competent Governing Bodies on the progress. 

 
 We welcome the appointment of the new Director of Evaluation, Mr Igarashi, who will be 

bringing essential experience from UN Evaluation Group with him and hope to see him soon 
installed in Rome. 

 
8. Finally we look forward to the discussion in 2015 on the findings of the all regional evaluations 

of FAO’s decentralised offices of once the outstanding evaluations are completed, in order to be 
able to improve the coherence of FAO’s work. 

 
 
Thank you, Mr Chairperson. 
 

________________ 
 


	Rome, 3 December 2013
	FAO-COORD 2013-094 FINAL
	4T148PthP session of the Council 4T(Rome, 2 - 6 December 2013)
	4TFinal Statement on behalf of the European Union
	4Tand its Member States
	Thank you, Mr Chairperson.
	________________

