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Final Statement on behalf of the European Union 

and its Member States 

 

 

Item 24: Report on Implementation of the Immediate Plan of Action (IPA) 
 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.  

 

The acceding country to the EU (Croatia) and the candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, 

Montenegro, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey) align themselves with 

this statement. 

 

2. We find the document useful, especially since it gives a good overview of the comprehensive 

reform process. It is important to build on the achievements of the IPA reform to date. Key 

among these are the cooperation and trust built between Member Nations and the Secretariat, 

and among Member Nations themselves, which should be maintained. We believe that Member 

Nations could have implemented more of the actions allocated to them, and hope that this will 

prove possible in future.  

 

3. We urge the outstanding IPA Actions under the responsibility of the Secretariat to be fully 

implemented in 2013, and request the Secretariat to keep us updated on the remaining IPA 

Actions scheduled for completion.  

 

4. Looking forward, benefits must be clarified and actions which have no end date, such as culture 

change, must continue to retain momentum. We therefore welcome the fact that members will 

receive progress reports on culture change through the joint meetings of the finance and 

programme committees. A key lesson from the IPA process that the FAO must not ignore is the 

need for continuous efforts to improve gender balance.  In the context of lessons learned, we 

welcome the upcoming assessment of governance reforms as called for by IPA action 2.74 and 

its applicability to the ‘post-IPA reform’ period.  

 

5. Finally, we firmly believe that the benefits in terms of efficiency gains and savings achieved in 

the past biennium due to the IPA should be taken into account when considering the baseline for 

the budget 2014-2015. 

 

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

 

___________ 

 


