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Madam Chair, 

 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.  

 

The acceding country to the EU (Croatia) and the candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, 

Montenegro, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey) align themselves with 

this statement. 

 

2. We commend the broad, inclusive and thorough process undertaken in revising the Strategic 

Framework. We commend the five Strategic Objectives of the new framework which will serve 

to break down existing silos so that the FAO can perform more effectively at all levels, thereby   

better integrating the work of different departments to achieve common goals 

 

3. The success of the Strategic Framework now lies in its timely implementation. The strategic 

objectives are very broad and, for the most part, the responsibility for ensuring their successful 

completion depends on Member States with FAO in a supporting role. However, it must be 

possible to evaluate to what extent the FAO fulfils its mandate. Such evaluation depends on 

appropriate indicators, targets and baselines, yet to be defined. 

 

4. We believe the additional 6
th

 Objective still needs further clarification.  It is especially important 

for FAO given its role as a provider of global public goods in the areas of food and agriculture, 

fisheries, and forestry. However, this aspect of the FAO's work has received little mention in the 

Strategic Objectives and we feel it must be explicitly reflected in the Programme of Work and 

Budget.  

 

5. We welcome the two cross-cutting themes of gender and governance but would strongly reiterate 

the need to integrate these across all the Strategic Objectives.  At the moment, we feel this is 

still lacking. 

 

6. With regard to decentralisation, we reiterate the need for FAO to implement transparent rules for 

accountability, oversight and governance of the decentralised offices. 

 

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

 

___________ 

 


