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38
th

 session of the FAO Conference 

(Rome, 15-22 June 2013) 

 

 

Final Statement on behalf of the European Union 

and its Member States 

 

 

Item 20: Programme Implementation Report 2010-2011 

 

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.  

 

The acceding country to the EU (Croatia) and the candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, 

Montenegro, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey) align themselves with 

this statement. 

 

2. We welcome this report, which provides the first monitoring of FAO’s performance against its 

first results framework and a good overview of the activities and developments of the 

organization, including the ongoing reform. We believe that the use of examples makes the 

report more accessible and we would encourage greater use of this format. We also appreciate 

the comprehensive annexes that provide further information. 

 

3. We support the format used, which shows the work undertaken under each strategic objective 

and also the lessons learned in each area. This is a good first step towards learning from 

experience and managing for results. In some cases outcomes are also provided and we would 

encourage further reporting on such outcomes to demonstrate the impact of FAO’s work. The 

use of indicators is clearly visible in the comprehensive annexes. We would also like to see 

more measuring of results against indicators and more use of qualitative indicators in the main 

report. While a great deal was achieved, it is difficult to measure effectiveness unless indicators 

are more clearly visible in the report. 

 

4. The 2010-2011 report covers a very challenging time, when food prices reached historic highs 

and disasters such as the earthquake in Haiti and weather events worldwide. The FAO response, 

via the EU food Facility programme, AMIS, the ‘One Health’ programme and partnerships with 

other global actors is to be commended. The eradication of Rinderpest is another milestone of 

which the organization can be justly proud.  

 

5. The need for partnerships with other stakeholders is mentioned many times in the report. We 

encourage the FAO to continue developing such strategic partnerships as a way to deliver 

greater efficiency and to avoid duplication. 
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6. We also commend the FAO’s work on gender equity, which we hope will lead to more 

availability of sex-disaggregated data and better targeting of programmes.  The State of Food in 

Agriculture report on women in agriculture clearly shows the importance of ensuring equality 

for women in access to productive resources. In addition, we welcome increases in female 

professional staff and we urge the FAO to continue to make progress, particularly in the higher 

ranks of the organization.  

 

7. Finally we note the statement in the report that “micronutrient malnutrition or ‘hidden hunger’ 

affects more than two billion people”. We hope that the FAO’s work on food insecurity and 

malnutrition, including strengthening national capacities, improved data collection and the use 

of technology such as the satellite-based crop monitoring system, will contribute to lowering 

this number. Once again, the report highlights the need for partnerships, when it says “the lack 

of a common data strategy across international partners hinders coordinated action”. We hope 

that he FAO can take a lead role in improving such actions. 

 

8. We look forward to FAO building on its results reporting, preferably on an annual basis, and 

reporting against the new Results Framework with clear milestones and indicators. This will 

help to improve decision-making and accountability, strengthening FAO’s performance and 

delivery of results.  

 

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

___________ 

 


