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38
th

 session of the FAO Conference 

(Rome, 15-22 June 2013) 

 

 

Final Statement on behalf of the European Union 

and its Member States 

 

 

 

Item 19: United Nations/FAO World Food Programme 

 

 

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

 

1.  I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States. 

 

The acceding country to the EU (Croatia) and the candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, 

Montenegro, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey) align themselves with 

this statement. 

 

2. We have taken note of the WFP Annual reports to ECOSOC and the FAO Council on its 

activities in 2011 and 2012. We commend WFP on their efforts to address the emergency food 

assistance needs of the most vulnerable populations affected by humanitarian crises such as 

those in Syria, the Sahel and the Horn of Africa. We welcome also the new Strategic Plan, 

which identifies emergency humanitarian assistance as a core strength of WFP. 

 

3. In 2011 and 2012 WFP has participated in several important events such as the Fourth and Fifth 

High-Level Conferences on Delivering as One, the Fourth High-Level Forum on Aid 

Effectiveness in Busan and the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development in Rio. 

We take note of WFP’s efforts to improve system-wide coherence. We encourage them to 

continue their efforts to further increase the efficiency and effectiveness of their food assistance, 

using the most appropriate food assistance tools to meet the needs of the most vulnerable.  

 

4. We note with satisfaction that the collaboration among the Rome-Based Agencies has been 

intensified, especially with regards Rio+20 and the Post-2015 process but also in the field on the 

P4P and resilience joint programmes and strategies. We underscore the necessity for food 

security, nutrition and sustainable and climate smart agriculture to find a prominent place in the 

Post-2015 process. We urge WFP as well as FAO and IFAD to continue to work closely on the 

follow-up and to further strengthen their collaboration, notably at field level, taking into account 

the new organisational structure of WFP and FAO.  
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5. We encourage WFP to continue its involvement in the relevant CFS discussions such as the 

Agenda for Action on food insecurity in protracted crises, the follow-up of its recommendations 

on social protection and food security, or the process of responsible agriculture investments 

(rai), and to integrate the CFS recommendations in its activities and programmes. We commend 

WFP's commitment to the CFS Secretariat, together with FAO and IFAD, and we encourage the 

WFP Board to discuss how to provide a sustainable political, technical and financial support to 

the CFS. 

 

6. We call the attention on the opportunity to build on comparative advantages on both FAO and 

WFP and to establish strong partnerships between them when working on issues such as 

resilience. 

 

7. We commend WFP for its contribution to humanitarian reform. We welcome WFP's 

commitment to the implementation of the Transformative Agenda. We strongly encourage WFP 

and all inter-agency standing committee members and standing invitees to demonstrate now 

their commitment to the concrete implementation of the transformative agenda in the field.  The 

Transformative Agenda helps to improve the leadership, coordination and accountability of the 

humanitarian system to ensure that the delivery of humanitarian assistance is effective efficient 

and timely. WFP has an important role to play in this regard. 

 

8. We welcome the fact that WFP has consolidated the shift from food aid to food assistance and 

that the set of tools has been broadened. We encourage WFP to continue to build an evidence 

base and to collect best practices in order to make informed decisions about where and when to 

utilise the different tools and to design context specific interventions using the mix of 

instruments. 

 

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

 

__________ 

 


