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38
th

 session of the FAO Conference 

(Rome, 15-22 June 2013) 

 

 

Final Statement on behalf of the European Union 

and its Member States 

 

 

 

Item 18: International Years and Days 

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.  

 

The acceding country to the EU (Croatia) and the candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, 

Montenegro, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey) align themselves with 

this statement. 

 

2. Regarding item 18.1 on the Evaluation of the International Year of Forests (2011), we are happy 

to note the role and impact of the FAO’s activities. FAO also worked with country and 

Collaborative Partnership on Forestry (CPF) partners to support the International Day of 

Forests. We note that the IYF programme was run with a low budget, yet the impact was 

significant. This is a model we’d like to see replicated within all International Years. 

 

3. Regarding item 18.2 on the International Year of Cooperatives (2012), we are happy with the 

FAO’s promotion of the IYC using ‘Agricultural cooperatives - key to feeding the world’ as the 

theme of the 2012 WFD. We are satisfied that IYC has reaffirmed the contribution that 

cooperatives can make to improving food security and reducing poverty.  

 

4. Regarding item 18.3 on the International Year of Quinoa (2013), the report highlights the 

challenge of finding sufficient financial support to meet the aspirations of International Years. 

 

5. Regarding item 18.4 on the International Year of Family Farming (IYFF) (2014), we consider 

that family and smallholder farming play a key role in providing food and nutrition security, 

managing natural resources, protecting the environment. Improving their livelihoods contributes 

to sustainable development, in particular in rural areas. 

 

6. We welcome this IYFF 2014 which clearly offers an exceptional opportunity to raise public 

awareness on the significant contributions of family and smallholders farming around the world, 

but also to highlight the challenges faced by many of the world’s agricultures and the people 

who depend on them. In this regard, we would like to stress the need to increase coordination 

and collaboration with all the main actors, to promote mutual benefits and to foster sustainable 

development. 
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7. The EU is organising a Conference on Family Farming on 29 November 2013 in Brussels, which 

intends to feed and to enrich further debates ahead of the IYFF, especially for the European 

Regional Conference. An on line e-consultation is also planned, encouraging a bottom up 

approach to the event. 

 

8. Finally, we believe it is important to underline that the promotion activities of the year should 

not turn into isolated events, but build the basis for a continuing process and future targeted 

activities.  

 

9. Regarding item 18.5 on the Observance of the World Soil Day and item 18.6 on the 

International Year of Soils (2015), we can support the draft resolutions submitted. We attach 

great importance to raising awareness on the importance of soils globally. These two initiatives 

will definitely contribute to that aim. 

 

10. Regarding item 18.7 on the International Year for Pulses in 2016, we acknowledge the 

importance of pulses as a source of protein for the human diet and their benefits as part of a 

balanced diet, as well as their environmentally sustainable cultivation. We can support the draft 

resolution submitted. 

 

11. For future proposals, we would note our support for the FAO Policy on the Proclamation and 

Implementation of International Years. 

 

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

 

 

__________ 


