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Item 17: Preparations for the Second International Conference on Nutrition ICN-2 

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.  

 

The acceding country to the EU (Croatia) and the candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, 

Montenegro, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey) align themselves 

with this statement. 

 

2. We welcome the ICN-2 initiative. As the document notes, “micronutrient deficiencies or 

‘hidden hunger’ affect around two billion people. At the same time, obesity affects around 

half a billion adults, increasingly in low and middle income countries”. There is therefore a 

need for a concrete and result oriented response to global nutrition challenges. 

 

3. We appreciate the focus given to developing countries and more specifically to the poorest 

and most vulnerable households. We suggest expanding this focus to include the resilience 

dimension as nutrition is a key to address chronic vulnerability. 

 

4. ICN-2 is a joint initiative between the W.H.O. and FAO. We urge the FAO to proactively 

engage with the W.H.O. for the organisation of the Conference and the Preparatory 

Technical Meeting. This meeting should be the opportunity to explore how agriculture, 

health, social and all other aspects of nutrition can be addressed in a global context, bringing 

together other partners through the Conference for multi-sectoral action on nutrition that is 

aligned behind country leadership, and commitments. The FAO-WHO regional meeting in 

Tel Aviv in March 2013 was an opportune moment to outline the main inter-disciplinary 

issues that will be discussed, first at technical level in November 2013 and subsequently at 

Ministerial level in 2014. 

 

5. We would also welcome a closer dialogue and collaboration with the other RBAs and in 

particular WFP, for their experience on the matter and with the aim to ensure maximum 

complementarity and sequencing between humanitarian and development interventions on 

nutrition 

 

6. We look forward further updates on the progress towards ICN-2. 

 

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

 

__________ 


