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38
th

 session of the FAO Conference 

(Rome, 15-22 June 2013) 

 

 

Final Statement on behalf of the European Union 

and its Member States 

 

 

 

Item 15: Report of the 14
th

 Regular Session of the Commission on Genetic Resources for 

Food and Agriculture (15-19 April 2013) 

 

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.  

 

 The acceding country to the EU (Croatia) and the candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, 

Montenegro, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey) align themselves with 

this statement. 

 

2. We wish to thank the Secretariat for providing this report. It is evident from the report that the 

work of the CGRFA (which we refer to as “the Commission”) has increased significantly from 

its inception in 1983. In this regard, we support the adoption of the Strategic Plan 2014-2023 for 

the Commission. We support the Commission’s request to review and revise its budget. We 

urge FAO to continue providing regular programme funds and technical advice to properly 

support the Commission’s work. We would also like to underline the importance of 

strengthening arrangements with relevant international organisations to support the 

implementation of the Strategic Plan. 

 

3. We welcome the Commission´s recommendations on the Multi-Year Programme of Work 

(MYPOW) including timelines for the finalisation of the Report on the State of the World’s 

Forest Genetic Resources and the agreement on the strategic priorities for action for forest 

genetic resources as a global plan of Action for the conservation, sustainable use and 

development of Forest genetic resources to be adopted by the Conference.  

 

4. We support the launch of the Report on the State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food and 

Agriculture. Furthermore, we look forward to FAO’s work on Aquatic genetic resources and in 

micro-organisms and invertebrates. 
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5. We support the report’s content on Access and Benefit-sharing for Genetic Resources for Food 

and Agriculture and especially the request for increased collaboration with the Secretariat of the 

Convention on Biodiversity (CBD) given the Commission's expertise for genetic resources for 

food and agriculture in order to ensure complementarities and coherence between the work of 

both fora in view of the entry into force of the Nagoya Protocol. We look forward to continue 

the discussions on the basis of the Secretariat's work on the distinctive features of genetic 

resources for food and agriculture and practices, initiatives and instruments of relevance to the 

subsectors of genetic resources for food and agriculture. 

 

6. We agree with the Report’s contents regarding the Status and Profile of the Commission. We 

also are of the opinion that the profile of the Commission should be raised and that the work of 

the Commission and its various Technical Working Groups should be brought to the widest 

possible audience. In particular, we see the need to develop connection between the 

Commission and the recently established Intergovernmental Platform for Biodiversity and 

Ecosystem Services (IPBES), as in the future, the Platform should become an important partner 

contributing to the work of the Commission. 

 

7. Finally, the EU reiterates its full support to the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources 

as well as the Nagoya Protocol, and calls upon Parties that have not done so to ratify both.  

 

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

 

__________ 

 


