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38
th

 session of the FAO Conference 

(Rome, 15-22 June 2013) 

 

 

Final Statement on behalf of the European Union 

and its Member States 

 

 

 

Item 14: Interim Report on the Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review of   

  Operational Activities for Development of the United Nations System 

 

 

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.  

 

The acceding country to the EU (Croatia) and the candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, 

Montenegro, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey) align themselves with 

this statement. 

 

2. We strongly endorse the comprehensive policy review process of the operational activities of the 

United Nations system, as concerted action from both the UN system and the Member States, is 

a fundamental prerequisite for system-wide coherence in order to provide efficient and effective 

support to the implementation of national development efforts. Furthermore, we appreciate the 

present report which gives information about the secretariat's efforts to implement the principles 

on functioning and coordination of the UN system at the country level as laid down in the 

relevant UN GA Resolutions, including the most recent one, QCPR 67/226 from December 

2012 (as the resolutions are cumulative). By the latest QCPR, particular emphasis has been 

given to strengthening of the Resident Coordinator system and we expect FAO to further fully 

support and implement the proposed measures.  

 

3. The present work of further capacity development for FAORs is vital and a good response to 

resolution 67/226 §124. We encourage FAO to continue and further engage in the UN 

Development Group and in all relevant regional and national groups and networks, in particular 

UN country teams. We support FAO’s steps towards implementation of the “Management and 

Accountability System of the UN Development and the RC System” and look forward to being 

kept updated on the impact of including this in the individual Performance Evaluation and 

Management System (PEMS) agreements (as well as on the gender parameters). We would also 

appreciate information on the implementation of 67/226 §130 c), i.e. the mutual assessments 

being made on a system-wide basis.  

 

4. As there will now be Country Programming Frameworks for the large majority of countries, we 

expect FAO to integrate the relevant activities into the UNDAF.  

 

5. With the new matrix organisation being fully operational from 1 January 2014, we ask that the 

secretariat describe how the QCPR work will be structured from that date. 
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6. As part of the global integration of UN implementation work, it is vital that the secretariat 

continue and reinforce its good work on food security and nutrition in the follow up to the 

MDGs. 

 

7. Evaluations, at the correct times, are essential to following up implementation and to formulate 

improvements. Several excellent in-depth evaluations and management responses have been 

useful for the deliberations of the Programme Committee. We are presently in the round of large 

regional evaluations, the overall result of which will be available to the conference in 2015. In 

order for this work to continue smoothly, we underline the importance of the timely recruitment 

of a new Director of Evaluations. 

 

8. Looking at gender, FAO has previously fallen into the trap of believing that gender equality 

objectives can be delivered only by gender experts and focal points. We would like to underline 

that capacity development is necessary in order for ALL staff to incorporate gender 

responsibility into their work with the understanding that gender issues involve both men and 

women. 

 

9. Table 1 provides a keyhole view on how FAO contributes to the Resident Coordinator system. 

The secretariat needs to get to grips with the total picture for all decentralised offices. The 

funding of UN coordination is critical. The financing of the Resident Coordinator system must 

be secured in order to achieve the goals of the QCPR. It was only a couple of months ago that 

the UN Development Group/Chief Executives Board reached an agreement on how this 

financing is to be handled by the UN system. As is pointed out in the background document for 

this agenda item, the cost-sharing agreement in the case of FAO means that FAO's share is 

estimated to be between MUSD 5-6 per biennium. In this case, FAO as a UNDG member has an 

obligation to the UNDG and the other agencies involved. We therefore advocate that the 

required amount to be further clarified in relevant inter-agency discussions should be included 

in full in the PWB for 2014-2015 as FAO’s contribution to the coordination of UN activities, in 

particular, the financing of the Resident Coordinator system. 

 

10. We thank the secretariat for the good background paper and look forward to continued 

discussions around the UN system to further increase its effectiveness and efficiency. 

 

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

 

__________ 

 


