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38
th

 session of the FAO Conference 

(Rome, 15-22 June 2013) 

 

 

Final Statement on behalf of the European Union 

and its Member States 

 

 

 

Item 12: Reports of the 37
th

 (17-22 October 2011), 38
th

 (Special) (11 May 2012) and  

  39
th

 (15-20 October 2012) sessions of the Committee on World Food Security 

 

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.  

 

The acceding country to the EU (Croatia) and the candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, 

Montenegro, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey) align themselves 

with this statement. 

 

2. First of all, we would like to reiterate our full support for the CFS and for the proper 

implementation of its decisions and recommendations. We encourage the Conference to 

endorse the outcomes of its 37
th

, 38
th

 and 39
th

 sessions. 

 

3. During the last biennium, two major achievements were: the successful negotiations of the 

Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and 

Forests, the first-ever global instrument on tenure, and their adoption by CFS in May 2012; 

and, the adoption of the first version of the Global Strategic Framework as an reference for 

policy coordination and coherence for food security and nutrition. We would like to 

compliment all stakeholders involved, who worked together in an inclusive and constructive 

way, for these fundamental achievements. 

 

4. Land tenure is vital for sustainable management of natural resources, increasing agricultural 

production and investments, and reducing poverty. The implementation of the Voluntary 

Guidelines at country level will require the support of all stakeholders. We stand ready to 

support these efforts. We encourage others to do likewise. We hope that FAO will play a 

central role in the implementation of the Guidelines, in accordance with its comparative 

advantages and in close collaboration with others. 
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5. We consider the CFS to be the model for inclusiveness in the multilateral system. We 

especially appreciate the active participation of civil society and the private sector for their 

support and confidence in the CFS. We would like to emphasize the importance of the full 

involvement in the CFS of all relevant stakeholders, in particular the Rome-based 

institutions, FAO, WFP and IFAD since they have a critical role to play in the political, 

financial and technical support to the CFS. We therefore encourage greater collaboration 

between the three agencies and call upon them to allocate sufficient, but efficient, human 

and budgetary resources to facilitate the preparation and implementation of CFS decisions. 

Consequently, the Conference should recommend that the FAO Programme of Work and 

Budget (PWB) for 2014-2015 takes into account the need to support CFS’s work and to 

facilitate the implementation of its decisions. We expect that this issue will also be 

addressed by the governing bodies of WFP and IFAD. 

 

6. We thank the CFS Secretariat for its work. Terms of Reference and a selection procedure for 

a full-time CFS Secretary should be finalized as soon as possible so that the Secretariat can 

be fully effective.  

 

7. Monitoring and evaluation are important to ensure follow-up for CFS decisions. We support 

the work of the OEWG on monitoring, in further exploring tools and mechanisms to monitor 

the food security and nutrition impacts of CFS products at national and regional levels. A 

strong and effective communication strategy is also crucial: it is time that the CFS 

deliberations find resonance in other UN international organisations and fora, as well as in 

the field, and at national level. 

 

8. The CFS Multi Year Programme of Work (MYPOW) gives a clear idea of the priorities and 

workstreams for 2012-2013. We encourage the OEWG on the Programme of Work and 

Priorities to focus on the most strategic issues and to set priorities for the future. We give a 

high priority to the roadmap agreed at the 39
th

 CFS session for the development of shared 

principles for responsible agricultural investments and we would like to assure the Chair of 

the rai OEWG of our full support. We also support the development of an Agenda for 

Action on food insecurity in countries in protracted crises. 

 

9. We commend the High Level Panel of Experts’ (HLPE) work and the quality of its reports. 

There will be soon a renewed HLPE Steering Committee: we would like to warmly thank 

the experts who have devoted time and expertise to the HLPE, in particular the Chair, Prof. 

Swaminathan. 

 

10. Finally, we would like to thank the Chair of the CFS, Ambassador Yaya Olaniran, for his 

hard work. We hope that the next Chair will be as committed to adding value to the work of 

the CFS: we support in this sense the candidacy of the Dutch Ambassador, Ms Gerda 

Verburg, as CFS Chair for the next election in October. 

 

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

 

__________ 

 


