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38
th

 session of the FAO Conference 

(Rome, 15-22 June 2013) 

 

 

Final Statement on behalf of the European Union 

and its Member States 

 

 

Item 11.4: Report of the 21
st
 session of the Committee on Forestry (24-28 September 2012) 

 

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.  

 

The acceding country to the EU (Croatia) and the candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, 

Montenegro, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey) align themselves 

with this statement. 

 

2. We welcome the launch of the State of the World’s Forest 2012 which highlights once more 

the fundamental role that Forests and Sustainable Forest Management can play in the 

transition to a greener economy and a more sustainable future. Forests provide a range of 

ecosystem goods and services that are crucial not only to tackle global environmental 

challenges such as biodiversity loss and climate change, but also to maintain the 

productivity of agriculture and ensure food security. Forests provide livelihood opportunities 

for a large number of people across the world and contribute directly to their food security 

through access to fuel-wood, fruits, medicines, fodder, shelter and numerous environmental 

services.  

 

3. We welcome the strategic evaluation of FAO's work on forestry and encourage the 

secretariat to take into account its recommendations and explore greater cooperation 

between different Committees and areas of work. 

 

4. We support the involvement of FAO in assisting countries to enhance the contribution of 

forests and forest products to economic development, as well as in adopting integrated and 

cross-sectoral approaches and strengthening financing for Sustainable Forest Management at 

the national level.   

 

5. We appreciate the important contribution made to the UN Forum on Forests (UNFF) process 

by the FAO-Chaired Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF). The 10
th

 session of the 

UNFF has delivered important outcomes on matters related to forest and economic 

development and forest financing, and established a clear roadmap for the review of the 

International Arrangement on Forest in 2015. We invite the FAO to continue to play a pro-

active role in supporting the work of the UNFF. 
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6. We welcome the recent launch of the next FAO Global Forest Resources Assessment, to be 

completed in 2015. Priority should be given to improving the quality of the information and 

data provided rather than further expanding the already extensive set of indicators and 

variables. To this end, more efforts are needed in capacity building and in preparing a set of 

voluntary guidelines on national forest monitoring and at the same time making sure that the 

information provided by the assessments is accessible for all the stakeholders at local, 

national and global level.  

 

7. We encourage FAO to support countries in addressing the challenges of forest governance. 

We agree with the recommendation that FAO support countries to achieve their goals in 

strengthening governance mechanisms and integrating forest issues into key environmental 

and land use policies, based on a landscape approach at all levels; including through hosting 

and supporting the Forest and Farm Facility.  

 

8. We would like to emphasize that FAO supports countries in national efforts to strengthen 

the financial basis for sustainable forest management (SFM), including by developing an 

enabling environment for investment in the sector and demonstrating the multiple values and 

benefits arising from public and private investment in SFM and introducing new revenue 

streams. 

 

9. Finally, we reiterate the need for FAO’s Programme of Work and Budget and strategic 

framework to dedicate the resources necessary to reflect the multifunctional role of forests 

and sustainable forest management in overall sustainable development and for developing a 

Green Economy in the follow-up process to Rio+20. 

 

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

 

__________ 

 


