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38
th

 session of the FAO Conference 

(Rome, 15-22 June 2013) 

 

 

Final Statement on behalf of the European Union 

and its Member States 

 

 

Item 11.3: Report of the 30
th

 session of the Committee on Fisheries (9-13 July 2012) 

 

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.  

 

The acceding country to the EU (Croatia) and the candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, 

Montenegro and The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia) align themselves with this 

statement. 

 

2. We welcome the results of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) and acknowledge the large 

and active participation of FAO members. Important decisions have been taken. 

 

3. The EU, while recognizing the high value of the State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 

(SOFIA) as a flagship publication, stresses that FAO should provide more support to 

countries for the purpose of data collection and quality control. In addition, we hold that the 

SOFIA report should be made available before the meeting in order for COFI to be able to 

comment on its content. 

 

4. We would like to stress once more the importance we attach to the early entry into force of 

the Agreement on Port State Measures as called for by the Rio+20 UN Conference on 

sustainable development last year. We therefore invite all States to ratify or accede to it as 

soon as possible, as the measures provided for in the Agreement will only be truly effective 

in combating IUU fishing if and when globally enforced in a comprehensive, uniform and 

transparent manner. We also welcome the endorsement of the terms of references for the 

Ad-hoc Working Group on capacity building for the implementation of this Agreement. 

 

5. We support the development of a Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport 

Vessels and Supply Vessels and are committed to actively participate by providing the 

required data to the Global Record. As noted by the Committee on Fisheries, the Global 

Record should be funded through the FAO regular budget and the FAO Secretariat should 

ensure that it is developed in a cost-effective manner. 

 

6. We wish to highlight the importance of the finalisation of the Technical Consultation which 

adopted voluntary guidelines for flag State performance. This is a crucial step in the 

international efforts developed to stop IUU fishing, together with the Global Record of 

Vessels and the international instrument for port state control, among others. 
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7. We also wish to highlight aquaculture's potential to respond to the growing demand for 

seafood and to deliver social and economic benefits, while alleviating pressure on wild fish 

stocks fished for human consumption. We share FAO's view that aquaculture production 

needs to be environmentally, socially and economically sustainable, and welcome future 

FAO technical support for the development of plans for the sustainable management of 

aquaculture. 

 

8. We are looking forward to continuing participating in the Technical Consultation on 

International Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries, as agreed by COFI. 

We would also like to welcome the decision of the Committee of Fisheries to highlight, 

among the priorities of its Programme of Work and Medium Term Plan, the study of the 

impact of industrial fishing on low-trophic level species. 

 

9. Finally, as stated at the 145
th

 session of the FAO Council, the EU would like to express once 

again its satisfaction with the results of the 30
th

 session of the Committee on Fisheries. We 

also wish to underline that FAO should focus on challenges relevant to its core mandate, 

join efforts with partners in better coordination and ensure that fisheries and aquaculture 

priorities are reflected under the Strategic Objectives. 

 

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

 

 

__________ 

 


