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38
th

 session of the FAO Conference 

(Rome, 15-22 June 2013) 

 

 

Final Statement on behalf of the European Union 

and its Member States 

 

 

Item 11.2: Report of the 69
th

 session of the Committee on Commodity Problems  

  (28-30  May 2012) 

 

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States. 

 

The acceding country to the EU (Croatia) and the candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, 

Montenegro, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey) align themselves 

with this statement. 

 

2. First of all, we would like to thank the FAO Secretariat for the quality of documents 

provided and notably document C 2013/23 which offers a valuable summary of the 69th 

session of the Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP). 

 

3. The above report provides information on a broad range of issues which is timely for a 

comprehensive discussion due to the still persistent economic and financial crisis affecting 

the markets of commodities and therefore having negative effects on the livelihoods of the 

populations involved, notably the poorest, the most vulnerable. Food security and excessive 

price volatility have become priority issues on the G-20 agenda, in particular through AMIS 

and the  Rapid Response Forum. FAO is playing a key role in this process. 

 

4. The EU and its Member States believe that the policy responses to high and volatile food 

prices should be correctly targeted and support a sustainable long-term response. Export 

restrictions should be avoided as they export volatility and discourage market signals for 

much required agricultural investments. 

 

5. We share the Committee's views on the importance it attaches to a Doha Round Agreement 

for its potential contribution to an enabling environment for agricultural development and 

food and nutrition security. 

 

6. On the current situation, the EU considers that an ambitious, comprehensive and balanced 

conclusion of the Doha Development Round would further enable the agricultural sector to 

better resist to crisis; in addition, major coordinated action in favour of  investments towards 

small holders producers, would certainly help the most dependent commodity producing 

countries.  As already stated, the EU has shown its long-standing commitment in the Doha 

Development Agenda, engaging pro-actively with all parties, including developing 

countries, in order to reach acceptable compromises. The results are still uncertain. The EU 

still hopes that an ambitious, comprehensive and balanced conclusion of the Round is still 

possible and remains a priority for all of us. 
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7. The report refers to the progress made in the implementation of the Agricultural Market 

Information System (AMIS) and of its high relevance to the activities of the CCP and the 

IGGs. 

 

8. AMIS is now well-established as data compilation has progressed well over the past 12 

months. We support the proposal to keep the full implementation of AMIS as a priority for 

2013, to advance its work on market and policy indicators and strengthen the involved 

countries’  engagement in AMIS. 

 

9. The report stresses the importance and need for more timely and reliable   information on 

commodity markets, improved food and nutrition security and vulnerability information and 

analytical studies as a measure to enhance market transparency and reduce excessive price 

volatility. 

 

10. Transparency in both commodity and commodity derivatives markets needs to be enhanced. 

An adequate supervisory framework needs to be in place in order to control the risk of 

market abuse and excessive price volatility in these markets. Better transparency of financial 

activities as well as physical trading conditions should allow regulators and market 

participants to better understand the interaction between financial and physical commodity 

markets, to mitigate abusive practices, and to ensure that financial commodity markets 

continue to efficiently serve as instruments that help price formation and allow the hedging 

of market risk. 

 

11. The Committee refers to policy interventions and support to smallholder participation in 

markets, including allocation of appropriate resources for this area of work and the 

importance of analysis and research to improve the understanding of patterns of smallholder 

market participation and their determinants. We would like to recall that 2014 has been 

declared by the UNGA as the IYFF. This International Year represents an excellent 

opportunity to implement the Committee's recommendations on this topic. We reiterate our 

commitment to contribute to a fruitful outcome of this year focusing on a modality of 

agriculture which will be important in meeting challenges in the medium to long term. 

 

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

 

 

___________ 

 


