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Final Statement on behalf of the European Union 

and its Member States 

 

 

Item 11.1: Report of the 23
rd

 session of the Committee on Agriculture (21-25 May 2012)  

 

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.  

 

The acceding country to the EU (Croatia) and the candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, 

Montenegro, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey) align themselves with 

this statement. 

 

2. Agriculture has to contribute to food security and nutrition while being even more sustainable 

both economically, environmentally and socially in order to face future challenges. We 

appreciate that the last session of COAG focussed on these sustainability issues.   

 

3. We therefore welcome the progress made in the implementation of the Strategy on Sustainable 

Crop Production Intensification through a holistic approach that integrates economic, social and 

environmental sustainability to production including the need for complementary actions along 

the food chains and sustainable diets. We would also support the integration of climate response 

to sustainable crop production and to agricultural production in general. Particular attention 

should be paid to integrating actions on sustainable production with improving nutrition, 

reducing food losses and wastes, more efficient use of water, and the conservation and use of 

genetic resources as well as soil, water regime and air health. Referring to recent problems with 

locusts and grasshoppers, we encourage FAO to strengthen its cooperation with experts in order 

to enhance preventive control to destroy locusts and grasshoppers before they start swarming. 

 

4. We appreciate the FAO's development of tools and provision of technical assistance on the 

planning and management of natural resources for food and agriculture with special 

consideration of family farms and women farmers.  

 

5. In the same spirit, we recognize the importance for a multi-stakeholder dialogue in support of 

improving the sustainability of livestock sector and can in general support the Global Agenda 

for Action. Indeed, there is a need for a more comprehensive oversight and improved inter-

sectoral collaboration in order to address all issues relevant to the livestock sector and come 

forward with concrete suggestions for solutions. 

 

6. We would support raising the profile of the global dialogue on a sustainable livestock sector in 

the deliberations of the FAO Governing Bodies, and are looking forward further discussion on 

the best options for achieving this goal, based on a clear proposal to be presented at the next 

session of COAG.  
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7. Regarding the establishment of the Global Soil Partnership, we look forward to participate actively 

in its implementation and technical assistance. The Global Soil Partnership will be a useful tool 

for contributing to the sustainable management of soils and land and strive to achieve a 'land-

degradation neutral world' as underlined  in the Rio+20 document "The Future we want". 

 

8. Taking into consideration the pending discussions regarding the governance on these two 

initiatives, naming GAA and GSP, we would like to stress the need for developing  corporate 

guidelines for the governance of multi-stakeholders' partnerships where FAO is engaged, in line 

with the recently adopted strategies on partnership with private sector and civil society. 

 

9. We support the Action Plan for improving statistics, including sex-disaggregated data, at 

national, regional and global levels for food security, sustainable, climate smart agriculture and 

rural development. 

 

10. Finally, we want to reiterate the unique role of FAO's normative and analytical work for 

agriculture on issues such as trans-boundary pests and diseases, food safety, sustainable 

management of natural resources including genetic resources, which deserve a high level of 

priority for our organisation. 

 

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

 

 

___________ 

 


