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38
th

 session of the FAO Conference 

(Rome, 15-22 June 2013) 

 

 

Final Statement on behalf of the European Union 

and its Member States 

 

 

Item 10.3: Report of the 28
th

 session of the Regional Conference for Europe (ERC) (Baku, 

Azerbaijan, 17-20 April 2012) 

 

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.  

 

The acceding country to the EU (Croatia) and the candidate countries to the EU (Iceland, 

Montenegro, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey) align themselves with 

this statement. 

 

2. We can endorse the comprehensive and detailed report from the 28
th

 session of the Regional 

Conference for Europe. The Regional Conference kindly hosted by the government of 

Azerbaijan in Baku 17 – 20 April 2012 was very useful and enjoyed wide participation of 

ministers and high representatives from most of the member states in the region. 

 

3. We support the proposed activities regarding the policies for food security in the Region:  

 

a) to conduct an FAO/World Health Organization special study on dietary transition and 

malnutrition in the European and Central Asia region in partnership with other organizations; 

 

b) to continue working on the Agriculture Market Information System (AMIS) in support of the 

G-20 Action Plan and to prepare a study on food waste in the European and Central Asia 

region including policy recommendations for reducing post-harvest waste; 

 

c) FAO’s work to continue its support for improving food security, raising the productivity of 

small holder agriculture and ensuring sustainable use of resources and to emphasize that 

gender equality could substantially increase agriculture growth and productivity; 

 

d) an integrated approach needed for agriculture development, including forestry and fisheries 

and cooperate with multilateral and bilateral donors and International Finance Institutions 

(IFIs) to achieve synergy of support to farmers and rural areas; 

 

e) FAO’s engagement in shaping policies and providing technical assistance to support re-

establishment of extension and advisory services including legislative frameworks for 

agriculture associations and farmer groups also for smallholders. 
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4. Regarding the Working Party on Women and the Family in Rural Development (WPW) since 

the Conference in 2012, the Office of Evaluation prepared its “Evaluation of FAO’s Regional 

and Sub-regional Offices for Europe and Central Asia”. In its recommendations it dealt also with 

the WPW. This issue was than discussed in the Program Committee. We agree with the 

management’s response regarding this issue, where it states: „The management will submit a 

proposal to the 2014 ERC on the most efficient and cost-effective way to replace the Working 

Party on Women (WPW) with another more effective mechanism to ensure gender perspectives 

are fully mainstreamed into FAO’s work in the Region. Fill the Regional Gender Officer 

position.” 

 

5. We think FAO should further focus its work based on its comparative advantage, particularly in 

providing global public goods and policy advice based on its normative and analytical work in 

line  with the essential functions of advocacy, communication, capacity development and 

knowledge-sharing and policy advice to countries. We also encourage the ongoing 

implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines to Support the Progressive Realization of the Right 

to Adequate Food in the Context of National Food Security, as well as the implementation of the 

Voluntary Guidelines for the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests. 

 

6. Finally, we would favour a common reflection on the format and modalities of the Regional 

Conference for Europe, in order to improve its organisation and to facilitate discussions and links 

with the ECA in the perspective of the next Regional Conference for Europe to be held in 

Bucharest in 2014. 

 

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

 

___________ 


