
 
Council of the 
European Union  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Brussels, 6 November 2014 
(OR. en) 
 
 
14888/14 
 
 
LIMITE 
 
AGRI 662 
FAO 62 

 

 

  

  

 

REPORT 
From: General Secretariat of the Council 
To: Delegations 
Subject: 24th session of the FAO Committee on Agriculture (Rome, 29 September - 

3 October 2014) 
  

I. Preparation for the 24th session of the FAO Committee on Agriculture (COAG) 

At its meeting on 24 September 20104, the Coordination Working Party (FAO), in accordance 

with the arrangements agreed between the Council and the Commission in 1991 (doc. 

10478/91), held discussions to prepare the position of the European Union and its Member 

States to be taken at the 24th session of the FAO Committee on Agriculture (COAG). 

The Working Party approved, in accordance with the agreed procedure, the declaration of 

competence and voting rights for submission to the FAO (set out in Annex I) and examined 

the draft statements prepared by various delegations, the Commission and the Presidency (see 

the report of the Working Party meeting set out in doc. 13941/14). 

 

II. Coordination in Rome 

The Coordination Working Party (FAO) met on the spot in Rome to consider the revised 

versions of the draft statements, prepared by the Presidency on the basis of delegations' 

comments and suggestions made during the first examination on 24 September 2014 in 

Brussels and their further written contributions. With a number of further changes, the 

Working Party reached consensus on the final versions of all statements.  
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III. Outcome of the 24th session of the FAO Committee on Agriculture (COAG) 

 

The statements delivered by the EU and its Member States are set out in Annex II. 

 

 The Coordination Working Party (FAO) assessed the outcome at its meeting on 13 November 

2014.1 

 

 The report of the 24th session of the FAO Committee on Agriculture is available on the FAO 

website: http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/bodies/COAG24/COAG_2014_REP.pdf 

  

 

1  Doc. 15111/14. 
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ANNEX I 

24th Session of FAO Committee on Agriculture 

Rome, 29 September - 3 October 2014 

Draft Declaration of Competences Submitted by the European Union 

 

Introductory Matters 

1. Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable 

MS Competence – MS Vote 

2. Nomination of Chairperson and Members of the Drafting Committee 

MS Competence – MS Vote 

 

Programme Matters under the Reviewed Strategic Framework 

3. Family Farmers: Feeding the World, Caring for the Earth 

Shared Competence – EU Vote 

4. Sustainable Production Intensification and Sustainable Food Systems 

Shared Competence – MS Vote 

5. FAO’s Strategy for Improving Food Safety Globally 

Shared Competence – EU Vote 

6. Water Governance for Agriculture and Food Security 

Shared Competence – MS Vote 

7. New Data for Monitoring Investment in Agriculture 

Shared Competence – EU Vote 

8. FAO’s Work in the Food and Agriculture Sector under the Reviewed Strategic Framework 

 Shared Competence – MS Vote 

 

14888/14   RD/yk 3 
ANNEX I DGB 1 B LIMITE EN 
 



 

 

Policy and Regulatory Matters 

9. Global Agenda for Sustainable Livestock 

 Shared Competence – MS Vote 

10. Peste des Petits Ruminants Global Eradication Programme (PPR-GEP)  

 Shared Competence – EU Vote 

11. Report of the Second Meeting of the Plenary Assembly of the Global Soil Partnership (GSP)  

 Shared Competence – MS Vote 

12. The Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS)  

 Shared Competence 2– MS Vote  

 

Other Matters 

13. The International Rice Commission (IRC)  

Shared Competence – MS Vote 

14. Multi-year Programme of Work of the Committee (MYPOW)  

Shared Competence – MS Vote 

15. Proposed Amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Committee 

Shared Competence – MS Vote 

16. Date and Place of Next Session 

MS Competence – MS Vote 

17. Election of the new Bureau Members 

MS Competence – MS Vote 

18. Any Other Matters 

 18.1 FAO-UNEP Sustainable Food Systems Programme 

 Shared Competence – MS Vote 

18.2 Transboundary plant pests and diseases: Global challenges, efforts and prospects for 

management 

 Shared Competence – EU Vote  

18.3 Outcomes of the Fifth Session of the Governing Body of the International Treaty on Plant 

Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

 Shared Competence – MS Vote 

2 Matters falling under the Common Agricultural Policy which relate to trade and geographical indications are within the 
exclusive competence of the EU. 
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18.4 Report of the 14th Regular Session of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food 

and Agriculture (CGRFA)  

 Shared Competence – MS Vote 

18.5 Progress in the implementation of the Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural Statistics 

 Shared Competence – EU Vote 

18.6 Preparation of the new guidelines for the World Programme for the Census of Agriculture 

2020 

 Shared Competence – EU Vote 

18.7 FAO’s Role in International Standard Setting 

 Shared Competence – MS Vote 

18.8 Update on the Second International Conference on Nutrition (ICN2)  

Shared Competence – MS Vote 

18.9 Climate-smart agriculture 

Shared Competence – MS Vote 

19. Adoption of the Report 

Shared Competence – MS Vote 
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ANNEX II 

 

Statement on behalf of the European Union 

24th session of the Committee on Agriculture (COAG) 

(Rome, 29 September - 3 October 2014) 

 

Item 3: Family Farmers - Feeding the World, Caring for the Earth 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate country Turkey aligns itself with this statement. 

 

2. Family farming has an important role to play in combating poverty and ensuring food and 

nutrition security. It also makes an important contribution to sustainable development. We 

reiterate our strong commitment to the International Year of Family Farming. We thank the FAO 

for its work as facilitator for this International Year. We also thank all the partners who are 

actively involved. 

 

3. The European Commission kick started the process in November 2013 through the Conference 

"Family Farming: a dialogue towards more sustainable and resilient farming in Europe and the 

world". Family farming was also the main discussion topic at the informal meeting of the EU 

Agriculture Ministers in Vilnius, Lithuania. Both events highlighted the importance of family 

farms and called for enhancing access to land, capital, innovation and research, ensuring equal 

opportunities, strengthening bargaining power, improving livelihoods, and preserving rural 

heritage.  
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4. In addition, many events have been organised in Member States of the European Union. Let me 

mention the main international meetings: the "Global Forum and Expo on Family Farming" in 

Budapest, whose conclusions were transmitted to the heads of the Rome-based agencies; the 

seminar on “Family farming, a future oriented agriculture” at the International Agriculture 

Show in Paris (where a ministerial declaration was launched which has meanwhile been 

supported by the FAO and more than 35 countries); the International Encounters on "Family 

Farming and Research" in Montpellier; and the symposium on “Prospects for Family Farms” of 

the German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture. 

 

5. As the document on the agenda points towards policies targeting the three pillars of 

sustainability, we would like to underline that sustainability is at the heart of the EU's reformed 

Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). Indeed, viable food production, sustainable management of 

natural resources and balanced territorial development are key objectives of the reform. The new 

CAP includes enhanced possibilities in relation to family farming, for instance a new additional 

payment for the setting up of young farmers. Member States can also implement a simplified 

scheme for small farmers and support mechanisms to improve the access of small farmers to the 

market. 

 

6. While small farms are generally family farms, the reverse is not necessarily true. The EU 

displays a wide diversity across its 12 million holdings and its 28 Member States. But family 

farming remains predominant in the EU. In addition, under the EU Development Policy, we 

support smallholders and farmers' organisations. Hence our commitment to this International 

Year and beyond. 

 

7. We actively contribute to the steering committee and to the group on common criteria for 

definitions and typologies for family farming. We recall the need to build on common principles 

already agreed in the master plan. Family farming does not exclude commercial farming and 

does not necessarily mean small or peasant farming. The EU and its Member States are also 

ready to provide relevant information for the Knowledge Platform. 
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8. We are looking forward to actively participating in the World Food Day, the CFS and the Global 

Dialogue in October. We are confident that this will build on the outcomes of Regional 

Dialogues, the consultation process and the experience of all stakeholders, including Farmer's 

representatives, Members and International Organisations. On this basis, we wish that the closing 

ceremony in the Philippines will carry forward the legacy beyond this International Year. We 

expect concrete outcomes in order to strengthen the position of family farmers in agricultural 

production and the rural economy and to attract younger generations of farmers, in Europe and in 

the World. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

______________ 

 

14888/14   RD/yk 8 
ANNEX II DGB 1 B LIMITE EN 
 



 

 

Statement on behalf of the European Union 

24th session of the Committee on Agriculture (COAG) 

(Rome, 29 September - 3 October 2014) 

 

Item 4: Sustainable Production Intensification and Sustainable Food Systems 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 
align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. The EU and its Member States take note of FAO's work on local adaptation of Sustainable 

Production Intensification practices. We also note the decision to broaden FAO's work in order 

to address sustainable value chains as well as voluntary standards and methodologies for 

assessing and reducing food losses and waste in support of sustainable food systems.  

 

3. Strengthening the sustainable management of food production and food systems is essential if we 

want to achieve food security for the world's growing population, reduce poverty and enhance 

the livelihoods for rural populations, especially those living in developing countries.  
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4. In setting domestic policies, the EU and its Member States follow the principles of sustainable 

development in order to achieve agricultural and food systems that are sustainable. The aim is to 

promote globally sustainable food systems that integrate high standards of food safety, nutrition, 

animal health and welfare and plant health, and more sustainable production and consumption of 

food. We will also be supporting through international development programmes efforts to 

reduce food losses and waste through, the 'Food Security Thematic Programme' from 2014 to 

2020. The thematic programmes have a global, regional / multi-country dimension, and here, for 

example, under actions to "Support food security and sustainable agriculture and fisheries to 

fight hunger and under-nutrition", actions that help to reduce post-harvest food losses will be 

supported. 

 

5. We believe that research and innovation are key to achieving sustainable food systems. Research 

and innovation in the largest sense, including products, process, practices, service or social 

innovation, can play a central role to bring new solutions to the market and to society which not 

only may help to pave the way towards a more sustainable food system, but at the same time are 

sources of renewed growth. Agro-ecological approaches are one of the varied examples of 

enhancing sustainable production intensification. Under the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy, 

a new European Innovation Partnership for Agriculture and Rural development is financed in 

order to foster knowledge transfer and bring research results faster and closer to agricultural 

practice, aiming at producing more with less and a better quality. Links with research institutions 

(including with CGIAR and the NARs) and knowledge dissemination mechanisms, especially 

for the benefit of small and family farms, are very important. 

 

6. Finally, we would like to emphasize the issue of food consumption patterns. Better data need to 

be systematically collected at all levels and further analysis regarding food consumption patterns 

has to be developed so as to help the decision makers, and to raise awareness of the potential 

gains to be made from healthy diets as well as from reducing waste for consumers, businesses 

and governments. A transparent dialogue with public and private stakeholders is in this respect 

essential.  
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7. Against this background, we encourage FAO to continue developing, within its mandate, its 

work on the sustainability of food systems, including through the FAO-UNEP Sustainable Food 

Systems Programme to be integrated in the Ten-Year Framework of Programmes on sustainable 

consumption and production. We look forward to further discuss the results of this work. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

24th session of the Committee on Agriculture (COAG) 

(Rome, 29 September - 3 October 2014) 

 

 

Item 5: FAO’s Strategy for Improving Food Safety Globally 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. The EU and its Member States welcome the global role being played by the FAO for enhanced 

governance and capacity development in the field of food safety. In particular, we support the 

core areas identified by FAO for increased attention. Strengthening national food control 

regulatory capacities together with improving the management of food safety along the food 

chain go hand-in-hand to ensure a high level of protection of human health – the central tenet of 

any robust food safety policy. In that spirit, we think that ensuring consumer protection should 

be better integrated as one of the main objectives of the Strategy, in particular within chapter C.  

 

3. By strengthening national food control regulatory capacities, food safety intelligence and 

foresight can also be established. This, underpinned by a solid legal framework allows food 

businesses to develop and grow, consumers' to derive confidence in the food they eat and trade 

across borders to flow. Countries are, thus, also better prepared to face emerging food safety 

issues and to develop the necessary resilience and capacity to respond to crises that may surface 

from time to time. 
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4. In terms of the increasingly globalised nature of the agri-food trade today, the agreement on 

trade facilitation agreed at the WTO's Bali Ministerial Conference should serve as a crucial 

building block. As the EU, we remain committed to fully implementing the trade facilitation 

agreement and we sincerely hope that the current impasse on its formal adoption at the WTO 

will be overcome. It is essential that this is put back on track. We trust that its provisions will 

rapidly come to life thereafter, and that trade in safe food will be further encouraged.  

 

5. We recognise a strong role for the FAO: streamlining the development of food safety systems, 

avoiding duplication of efforts and ensuring that food safety systems globally are coherent with, 

and able to respond to, the current realities of the global food trade, and in particular be 

consistent with WTO SPS agreements. To do this effectively, FAO's internal structures will need 

to work closely and in a more interdisciplinary manner to multiply the effects of their efforts. 

 

6. The EU is also committed to ensuring that the global governance of food safety is underpinned 

by solid scientific advice. We are well aware that in recent years, the demand for scientific 

advice in the field of food safety has grown enormously. The EU established already in 2002 its 

own European Food Safety Authority (EFSA). We also recognise that deriving new sources of 

funding for the FAO's scientific programmes is increasingly vital, not solely for the FAO, but 

also for the FAO working jointly with other organisations. The most obvious need arises in the 

joint programme operated by the FAO and the World Health Organisation (WHO) for food 

safety: the Codex Alimentarius Commission.  

 

7. Codex work in setting international standards has become ever more crucial as trade in 

foodstuffs has burgeoned. Given that deriving funding from a broadened donor base - including 

private donors - has been ruled out for reasons of independence and impartiality, it is vital for the 

FAO, together with its members and other sister organisations, to put its 'collective head' 

together to find new funding sources. The EU is willing to play an active role in this process. In 

this respect we recall that sometimes scientific advice is indeed needed at very short notice, or 

for rapidly emerging threats or the kind of crises referred to earlier. In such cases, in particular 

the necessity to have the capacity in place, able to deliver scientific advice, often at short notice 

is indispensable. Our ability to respond to such needs is indispensable. We therefore re-iterate 

our desire to be closely associated in this work.  
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8. The food safety standards set by Codex are, naturally, a key component in FAO's efforts to 

promote food safety globally. As the Codex membership grows to include more and more 

developing countries, FAO has a central role to play in building the capacity and strengthening 

the regulatory approaches. These also allow countries to actively participate in the decision-

making processes of Codex. Having well-informed parties actively involved in the international 

standard-setting process of Codex not only strengthens the principle of inclusiveness – an 

important element in its own right - it also further strengthens food safety systems worldwide 

through a mutually beneficial effect. This is, indeed, where our energies should be channelled. 

 

9. We already carry out a substantial amount of work to build capacity through a training 

programme called 'Better Training for Safer Food'. The BTSF programme covers the food and 

feed sectors, animal health and welfare, and plant health. While much of this training is carried 

out within the EU for EU member states, there are also specifically-geared modules for third - 

particularly developing - country participants in order to familiarise them with EU requirements 

and thus ease the access of their products into EU markets.  

 

10.We welcome the efforts undertaken by the FAO, in recent years, to spot emerging health threats 

and/or recurrent food safety issues. Antimicrobial resistance (or AMR) is certainly one issue that 

the EU would agree merits further attention given its serious implications for animal and human 

health, livelihoods and food safety. We see this as a major challenge due to the excessive and 

inappropriate use of antimicrobials in past years, and due to the need to improve animal 

husbandry habits and food safety procedures. FAO has a key role to play in this and we 

acknowledge its tripartite collaboration with WHO, the World Organization for Animal Health 

and other partners. We agree that the global nature of AMR requires a global response, and have 

already worked actively in several international fora, aiming to expand global awareness and 

develop joint measures. Many EU members have taken measures to address this threat, and the 

Commission will continue to contribute to the development of: Health Codes by the World 

Organisation for Animal Health (OIE); to play an active role in the Codex Alimentarius on the 

subject of AMR; the WHO Global action plan on AMR and to continue to encourage trading 

partners to consider their own measures against AMR. 
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11.All in all, Mr/Madame Chair, we are supportive of the efforts being undertaken by FAO in the 

field of food safety. We appreciate the re-orientation that has taken place since the 19th session of 

this Committee. While we have outlined the areas where we believe the emphasis of FAO 

actions in the coming years should lie, we trust we have also made clear our intention to actively 

contribute to this work. Food safety remains - for the EU - a key component in other areas such 

as food security, enhanced nutrition, the facilitation of trade and poverty reduction. It is apparent 

for all to see that safe food is an indispensable component, if not a pre-requisite, for the 

successful outcome of these goals. 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

24th session of the Committee on Agriculture (COAG) 

(Rome, 29 September - 3 October 2014) 

 

Item 6: Water Governance for Agriculture and Food Security 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate country to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia aligns itself with 

this statement. 

 

2. The EU and its Member States attach great importance to water Governance for agriculture and 

food Security. 

 

3. We underline that there is a fundamental link between global environmental sustainability and 

poverty eradication. It will not be possible to eliminate poverty, implement the human right to 

water and sanitation, and ensure a decent life for all without addressing global environmental 

sustainability, including water resources sustainability. Climate change, natural disasters, 

biodiversity loss and the degradation of oceans, unsustainable use of freshwater sources, land 

and soil have a particularly negative impact on the world’s poorest populations. To be able to act 

on these issues, the overarching framework needs to act as a catalyst for good governance, 

transparency, social cohesion including the empowerment of women, in all countries and 

internationally, all of which are essential for sustainable development and the eradication of 

poverty. 

 

4. Improving water resource efficiency is one of the conditions for resilience of agricultural 

systems. In this context, water governance for agriculture is a central issue and we support the 

proposal to better integrate water governance issues into FAO activities on water. 
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5. Main focus points regarding water governance could include: enabling stakeholders 

participation, taking into account the variety of agricultural water management practices, 

building the knowledge base, supporting management of the resource at the basin level, securing 

access to water, and promoting sustainable groundwater use. 

 

6. We take note with much appreciation of the existing collaboration developed with the World 

Bank, with the Stockholm International Water Institute, and with UNEP, among others. We also 

commend FAO for its ongoing work with the World Water Council. It is important to ensure 

that, during the next World Water Forum, challenges regarding agriculture, food security and 

water are duly dealt with, as a follow up of the Marseille Forum recommendations.  

 

7. We are also looking forward to the 2015 HLPE report and the CFS round table on the issue of 

“water and food security” to feed the debate and to contribute to giving this issue the high profile 

it deserves. We will be fully involved to achieve this, and we do think that FAO expertise on the 

water field will be a much valuable input in these coming debates.   

 

8. In many areas, irrigation plays a key role in increasing and stabilizing food production. Its 

importance is growing as a result of the rising food demand and climate change, particularly in 

drought prone, high populated countries. We should also give particular attention to development 

of water harvesting and agronomic practices that optimize water use .Moreover, agricultural 

water management approaches are essential to increase and stabilize farmers’ income, 

particularly where water and/or land are scarce. At the same time, agriculture is already a major 

water user and in many areas it is confronted with water scarcity and with increasing competition 

from other users. 

 

9. We are convinced that this environmental framework in the water sector calls for a more 

efficient and sustainable management of irrigation and agricultural water management 

approaches, grounded on accurate knowledge and information. It requires appropriate 

measurement of water use and of its adequacy to needs. Adequate tools to assess the efficiency 

of different farms and farming systems as well as availability of data at the appropriate scales are 

also needed so as to improve performance in all systems. Such information should then be made 

available to relevant actors, first of all to the farmers themselves. 
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10.It is our opinion that current and future resource challenges to food security call for research and 

knowledge to better characterize availability of resources at global and local levels. Better 

knowledge of this potential, of how to protect and sustainably manage it, is crucial for the future. 

Providing ways and means to optimize water resource management requires developing adequate 

metrics suited to each scale, from farm (or consumer) to global, all along the food chains. Finally 

it is necessary to develop a knowledge base including research, which embraces the relationship 

between environmental needs, farming systems, soil management and forestry. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

24th session of the Committee on Agriculture (COAG) 

(Rome, 29 September - 3 October 2014) 

 

Item 7: New Data for Monitoring Investment in Agriculture 

 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We welcome the initiative of FAO concerning the creation of a new statistical domain for the 

follow-up and monitoring of investment in agriculture, forestry and fisheries, although we are 

aware of the difficulty of this task given the shortcomings and the heterogeneity of the different 

starting points. 

 

3. The strategy of re-using existing data in order to reduce costs and burden also seems appropriate, 

while taking into account the current limitations of data availability. In our opinion, the role of 

FAO is needed to establish common guidelines allowing comparisons amongst countries. 

However, a prudent approach is required on the possible difficulties for countries to conduct 

surveys on this topic and the difficulties derived from the limited access to administrative 

sources. 

 

4. We have concerns on issues regarding the geographical coverage (project aimed at developing 

countries vs. all countries), post- definition of any methodological guidance and desired levels of 

disaggregation of the sectors (agriculture, forestry and fisheries). 
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5. In our opinion, the Agricultural Capital Stock (ACS) measurement should cover the elements of 

the Capital Account (gross fixed capital formation- GFCF):- land as a main asset (arable, 

permanent, irrigable), GFCF for agricultural production, plantations, livestock, and GFCF for 

non-agricultural production, machinery and plant for soil preparation, planting, cultivation, 

harvesting and animal production, transport equipment, buildings, soil improvement, costs in 

traded land, and intangibles (e.g. computer software). The state of inventories of capital stocks 

would be starting point, having in mind the difficulties of stock valuation. 

 

6. In relation to land, the main productive factor, this affects the production costs of farmers 

needing to buy or rent land for their activity and at the same time land represents farmers’ main 

asset and often represents their main collateral to receive bank loans. Eurostat developed a 

common methodology several years ago and an increasing number of countries currently supply 

data on a voluntary basis. As far as the other production factors are concerned, information can 

be found in the corresponding items of the Economic Accounts for Agriculture (EAA) as 

components of the capital account; in this sense we consider the role of the key national accounts 

aggregates from the Eurostat National Accounts Unit, i.e. Gross National Income, (GNI), Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP); consumer price index (inflation monitoring); public finance statistics 

(budget balance, public debt). 

 

7. We can identify at EU level some other potential and important sources of information to be 

used such as Crop, Animal and Fisheries statistics, Forestry and environmental accounts, Farm 

structure Survey (FSS), Agri-environmental indicators and, Farm Accountancy Data Network 

(FADN) etc. As regards the FSS, Member States collect information from individual agricultural 

holdings covering land use, livestock numbers, rural development, management and farm labour 

input (including the age, gender and relationship to the holder of the agricultural holding). 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

24th session of the Committee on Agriculture (COAG) 

(Rome, 29 September - 3 October 2014) 

 

Item 8: FAO’s Work in the Food and Agriculture Sector under the Reviewed Strategic 

Framework 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We welcome “FAO's Work in the Food and Agriculture Sector under the Reviewed Strategic 

Framework” as contained in document COAG/2014/2, as a good basis for identifying trends and 

setting priorities for the future work of the FAO in the areas of the Committee on Agriculture.  

 

3. We note the main trends and emerging issues set out in the document which are based on the 

topics considered by COAG at its 23rd Session. One issue which we feel is not defined clearly 

enough is the challenge of addressing food losses and food waste in terms of achieving global 

food security objectives and we would welcome some further clarification of this issue. 

 

4. We would like to emphasize the following regarding the proposed priorities for work in 2014-

2017: 
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• In the context of the contribution to eradicating hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition 

(Strategic Objective 1), we recognize the priority given to data generation and the normative 

work on policy support at various levels, as well as the support to capacity building, 

information and advice and awareness-raising. The promotion or coordination of 

interdisciplinary and multi-stakeholder initiatives at global level is also in line with the 

approach we have been supporting in FAO and other International fora, as demonstrated by 

the support given to the Committee on Food Security. With regard to nutrition issues, we are 

in favour of strengthening the collaboration with international initiatives, as well as health 

organizations, at multilateral and national levels, in order to better accomplish the objective 

envisaged. In this respect, we reiterate our full commitment to the ICN2 process and its 

follow-up. 

• Considering FAO’s provision of goods and services (Strategic Objective 2), we concur with 

the importance placed on innovations, strategic planning and policy design to fight hunger 

and malnutrition while taking into account  limited natural resources, namely climate change 

adaptation and mitigation, water management, performance and productivity of agricultural 

systems and food chains including marine systems. In addition we recognise that the proposed 

actions under this heading on overcoming barriers to transformational changes need to tackle 

food insecurity and malnutrition and support members on governance and the design of 

decision making mechanism relevant to sustainable agricultural production.  

• On reducing rural poverty (Strategic Objective 3), we would like to emphasize the importance 

of the work of local rural organizations and the support provided to countries to facilitate 

access of small scale producers to markets, technology, finance, land and other productive 

resources. We also recognize the importance of rural economic diversification and the 

promotion of decent jobs, especially for the youth.  

Concerning the work of FAO on social protection, as we have stated before, we were able to 

endorse FAO taking up some work in social protection as long as it is remains within its 

mandate, the work is complementary to that of other International Organizations and other 

actors in this field, and based on FAO’s comparative advantage. In this regard, we would like 

to underline the need for effective collaboration with governments, external partners and other 

UN agencies given the existing expertise and comparative advantages of such partners in 

aspects of social protection. 
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• On enabling better food systems (Strategic Objective 4), it is crucial to continue working on the 

regulatory frameworks for plant and animal health, and food safety and quality policies, 

including the support provided to countries in implementing those frameworks. The same 

applies to the support to access to markets, namely for small and medium scale producers, as 

well as for supporting the development of sustainable urban food systems, with the promotion 

of all operations needed to meet the urban food needs, including urban and peri-urban 

agriculture  and agro-enterprises. We support FAO’s analytical work on the integration of all 

countries and stakeholders in the global market. To remain neutral, FAO should not expose 

itself in on-going trade negotiations. By contrast, FAO's analytical work on capacity building, 

especially for WTO accessions, as well as cooperation on assessing the economic effects of 

implementing trade agreements is welcome. We encourage stronger cooperation with WTO 

while at the same time ensuring that the functions of the two organizations do not overlap. 

• On increasing resilience (Strategic Objective 5), we support FAO’s work to manage risks in 

agriculture, food and nutrition in a holistic manner, with emphasis on preventive and 

anticipative measures that affect livelihood systems in the context of food and agriculture, 

including the harmonisation of data systems. 

• The EU and its Member States strongly recommend that the normative work and the provision 

of global public goods in the fields of food and agriculture be kept at the heart of FAO’s work. 

It is of the utmost importance to safeguard the quality and integrity of technical and normative 

work developed by the Organization and data produced or processed, including statistics for 

food and agriculture. To this end, adequate resources should be provided, including maintaining 

an appropriate critical mass at FAO’s headquarters to deliver on these objectives. 

• We emphasize again the importance of addressing the Gender dimension in each priority, with 

concrete and specific actions at all levels in order to better tackle all types of gender inequalities 

and promote women economic empowerment.  

 

5. Considering the above mentioned remarks, we endorse in general the proposed priorities for the 

period 2014-2017 contained in the document before us. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

24th session of the Committee on Agriculture (COAG) 

(Rome, 29 September - 3 October 2014) 

 

Item 9: Global Agenda for Sustainable Livestock 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. The EU and its Member States welcome progress made in the Global Agenda for Sustainable 

Livestock, a multi-stakeholder partnership committed to sustainable livestock. 

 

We underline the importance of global discussion covering a wide range of livestock sector 

stakeholders, committed to the sustainable development of the sector and building consensus on 

paths towards further sustainability and catalysing change towards coherent and collective 

sustainable practices through dialogue, consultation and joint analysis.  
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3. We recognise the progress made in the partnership in Nairobi and Ottawa, as well as within the 

three adopted Focus areas: Closing the efficiency gap, Restoring value to grasslands and Waste 

to worth. Regarding the shift suggested on the Agenda towards a more comprehensive and much 

widened perspective, addressing global food security and health, equity and growth, and 

resources and climate change, although we share the importance of these approaches, such shift 

seems premature at this stage. Indeed, it seems necessary to first achieve results and concrete 

deliverables on the three original Focus areas of the Global Agenda, in line with the Ottawa 

recommendations, before expanding the scope to others. Acknowledging the vast diversity in 

livestock systems, we recognise the interest of addressing the sector in a wider perspective. We 

would like to have more clarifications on how this shift could occur as a result of Cali 

discussions. Furthermore, some of the new topics proposed, like animal health or antimicrobial 

resistance, need a common approach with other organizations, like OIE and WHO, as the work 

on the Global Agenda continues. 

 

4. We support the underpinning principle of the Global Agenda to transform knowledge into 

practices, and very much welcome facilitating practice change at local level. We consider that 

implementing and supporting analyses and assessments, tools, guidelines and methodologies, 

should be adapted and respond to needs of partner countries. We encourage providing tools and 

guidance for policy, to improve decision making and to guide investment in the Sustainable 

Livestock Sector.  

 

5. Regarding the novel governance system suggested for the Agenda consisting of an open Multi-

Stakeholders Partnerships (MSP) for dialogue and consensus building on priority topics, a 

Guiding group to advice direction, guiding and monitoring, an Executive Committee, Focus 

Areas Groups to develop thematic work programmes and an Agenda Support Team (AST), 

providing the secretariat, currently hosted by FAO, we have understood that further discussions 

are still needed as a result of the Ottawa meeting. The next Cali meeting will be an opportunity 

for the Global Agenda to hopefully finalise its governance. We would favour a more simple, 

transparent, representative and accountable mechanism. 
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6. In addition, the relation between the Global Agenda and the COAG has to be determined, as the 

Committee requested at its 23rd session in 2012. In the same spirit, we would like the Secretariat 

to provide further information regarding the articulation of the Global Agenda for Sustainable 

Livestock to other livestock initiatives, such as the Livestock Global Alliance, LGA, bringing 

together leaders of key international institutions to present a united voice on issues of importance 

to the livestock sector; and ALIVE, a partnership for Livestock Development, Poverty 

Alleviation and sustainable economic growth in Africa. 

 

7. We are looking forward to continuing our close collaboration with the FAO and other key 

partners, and encourage all relevant stakeholders to contribute to the promotion of a more 

sustainable livestock production and of animal welfare. 

 

8. Finally, we would like to call the attention of FAO members on the specific issue of 

antimicrobial resistance. We agree that actions must be taken in response to the ‘growing 

concern over excess antimicrobial use and abuse and the potential for drug resistance’ mentioned 

in the document (in para 15). We have an opportunity – but a rapidly diminishing one – to reduce 

the risk to animal and human health and the livelihoods of farmers in developing and developed 

countries through the spread of anti-microbial resistance. FAO has a central role in this. The 

Secretariat has repeatedly sounded the warning bell on this issue, through briefings to members 

during the June Council session and on other occasions, and through references in reports to the 

governing bodies, including under Items 5 and 9 in this session. The importance the Director-

General attaches to it is clear through his direct engagement with his counterparts from WHO 

and OIE (World Organization for Animal Health); and the Secretariat are working closely with 

their technical colleagues in both organizations and with host governments in country 

programmes. 
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9. FAO’s work to address AMR goes beyond livestock production, animal health and fisheries, to 

include resistance in crops and food safety. To help members to better understand the scale of the 

threat of AMR and the full range of FAO activities to address it, we would request that the 

Secretariat provides a written report for the FAO Conference. This might include background on 

why the issue is important for FAO, a consolidated overview of the work it is doing, how it 

foresees its role in the forthcoming Global Action Plan, how it is partnering with others, and 

options for further action. It would be helpful if the Secretariat’s report to Conference could 

propose language for a draft decision to allow members to endorse and encourage FAO’s work 

on this issue and its collaboration with others, in line with a similar decision adopted in May by 

the World Health Assembly. In due course, we will also be interested to learn more about how 

this area of activity links to the Strategic Objectives and fits into the forthcoming Programme of 

Work and Budget. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

24th session of the Committee on Agriculture (COAG) 

(Rome, 29 September - 3 October 2014) 

 

Item 10: Peste des Petits Ruminants Global Eradication Programme (PPR-GEP) 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. The EU and its Member States welcome the elaboration of a Peste des Petits Ruminants Global 

Eradication Programme. 

 

Sustainable livestock production and improved resilience of smallholder producers is hardly 

compatible with the presence of this infectious disease of sheep and goats. Therefore, both the 

EU and its Member States already finance several PPR control projects in the context of national 

and regional efforts to enhance food security and resilience. 

 

In summary, controlling and eventually eradicating this disease will certainly contribute to the 

United Nations Millennium Development Goal of eradicating extreme poverty and hunger.  

 

3. Key to achieving the ambitious ultimate goal of eradicating Peste des Petits Ruminants will be 

to apply the lessons learned from the successful eradication of rinderpest, declared in 2011. In 

our opinion, success will however depend on the consideration of the following important 

points: 
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4. First and foremost, a Peste des Petits Ruminants Global Eradication Programme will need 

perseverance, given, amongst others, the challenges linked to the accessibility of small 

ruminants in least developed countries, and the high reproductive rate of sheep and goats 

leading to rapid turn-over of populations. Indeed, it has taken more than 4 decades of 

continuous political efforts and substantial financial commitment from the international donor 

community to eradicate rinderpest, and important setbacks had to be overcome at different 

stages. The EU has been by far the major donor in the global rinderpest eradication campaign, 

providing in excess of 300 million EUR in total over a period of more than 40 years.  

 

Thus, strong political support and sustainable, significant financial commitments from the 

international donor community, but also from affected countries themselves, as well as firm 

engagement of stakeholders, over a considerable time period (at least 15 to 25 years) are 

necessary in our view for a global Peste des Petits Ruminants control and eradication 

programme. This is especially important in order to avoid the setbacks experienced during the 

eradication of rinderpest, which significantly delayed the process and considerably raised the 

total costs.  

 

5. Secondly, it is of utmost importance to fully consider regional specificities and to build on 

existing regional initiatives, such as REMESA in the Mediterranean region. Therefore, we 

would support a stepwise approach, consisting of progressively controlling Peste des Petits 

Ruminants at national and regional level, with clear and realistic objectives for countries to 

achieve within a manageable period of time, which eventually will lead to the ultimate goal of 

eradicating that disease. 

 

6. Third, as a prerequisite, this necessitates support and close coordination of all involved partners 

and stakeholders, public as well as private, at national, regional and international level.  

 

We believe that given the responsibility of the OIE for setting international animal health 

standards, for endorsing official national control programmes for Peste des Petits Ruminants, as 

well as for granting official country or zone freedom from Peste des Petits Ruminants, close and 

effective coordination between the FAO and the OIE is a prerequisite for the success of a Peste 

des Petits Ruminants Global Eradication Programme. 
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Therefore, in order to ensure maximum coordination of all partners and stakeholders at all levels, 

we consider the Peste des Petits Ruminants Global Eradication Programme should be established 

and implemented jointly by both the FAO and the OIE through the joint FAO/OIE Global 

Framework on the progressive control of Transboundary Animal Diseases (GF-TADs).  

 

We believe that by combining the strengths of these two international organisations under such joint 

mechanism, a strong coordination platform can be created that will efficiently foster the much 

needed multi-stakeholder approach by bringing together further partners. This will help prevent 

duplication of efforts and provide for an exchange of knowledge and technology, thus overcoming 

the challenges of the Peste des Petits Ruminants Global Eradication Programme. 

 

The Peste des Petits Ruminants Global Control Strategy is currently being elaborated by a Working 

Group of the GF-TADs. That strategy will be presented during a joint FAO/OIE International 

Conference on Peste des Petits Ruminants control in early 2015, organised with the financial 

support of the EU. We are looking forward this International Conference.  

 

7. We are looking forward to continuing its close collaboration with the FAO and other key 

partners such as the OIE in the area of animal health within the framework of the FAO/OIE GF-

TADs, and encourages all relevant stakeholders to contribute to the success of a long-term Peste 

des Petits Ruminants Global Eradication Programme. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

24th session of the Committee on Agriculture (COAG) 

(Rome, 29 September - 3 October 2014) 

 

Item 11: Report of the Second Meeting of the Plenary Assembly of the Global Soil 

Partnership (GSP) 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. First of all, we want to thank the secretariat for the report of the second meeting of the Plenary 

Assembly of the Global Soil Partnership (GSP). Indeed, we consider regular reporting and 

discussions regarding GSP within the COAG as a necessity so as to give these issues the place 

they deserve. 

 

3. Much progress has been made since the first meeting of the Plenary Assembly of the GSP. We 

are very pleased with the broad participation to the second Plenary Assembly gathering about 

100 people, both from governments, research and the civil society. We want to underline the 

many constructive inputs provided by the partners and the fruitful exchanges that contributed to 

considerably strengthen the documents examined by the Assembly.  

 

4. As a result, four of the five pillars of the Action plan have been adopted by the Plenary 

Assembly. Many improvements were made to the initial proposals by the participants, aiming at 

a better prioritization of actions, a better consistency between pillars, and to more focused 

recommendations. We are happy to support these four pillars, and we are committed to further 

work on the remaining pillar, namely “promote targeted soil research and development focusing 

on identified gaps and priorities”.  
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5. We are also pleased with the amendments made to the rules of procedures, namely regarding 

nomination of experts, of members’ focal points, and on working procedures, while noting that 

it is still work in progress and that further improvement could be needed later on.  

 

6. We commend the efforts done so far by the Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils (ITPS), 

which has prepared an updated text of the World Soil Charter initially adopted 30 years ago by 

the FAO conference. We are pleased to endorse this new version as amended by the Plenary 

Assembly. We feel that this is a unique opportunity to adopt within the International Year of 

Soils a  new World Soil Charter that more fully takes into account the issues that emerged or 

were exacerbated during the last decades, such as climate change and urban sprawl. 

 

7. We also welcome the arrangements made towards successful implementation of the 

International Year of Soils (2015) and the World Soil Day, as well as the planned issuance of a 

new seminal report on the Status of World Soil Resources at the end of 2015.  

 

8. We welcome the progress made in engaging into cooperative links with other Panels or major 

international initiatives with interest in soils. Nevertheless, much remains to be done so as not to 

dilute and duplicate scientific efforts and expertise on soils. In particular, we encourage further 

progresses on fruitful cooperation with the 'Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and 

Ecosystem Services' (IPBES) that just nominated an expert group to work on an international 

“land degradation and restoration” assessment and with the Science Policy Interface established 

under the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. 

 

9. We fully take note that the ambitious GSP work program will require substantial contributions 

from the GSP partners. We welcome the offer made by the Russian Federation, Thailand and 

ISRIC (NL) to provide catalytic - financial or in-kind - resources for its implementation. We 

thus call FAO Members to join those, such as the European Commission, which already support 

the GSP. 
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10. Finally, recognizing that soil resources are limited and of crucial importance for achieving food 

security and maintaining key ecosystem services, we express our general appreciation for the 

GSP so far and we encourage GSP partners' continuous involvement in all the planned GSP 

activities.  

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

24th session of the Committee on Agriculture (COAG) 

(Rome, 29 September - 3 October 2014) 

 

Item 12: The Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. Traditional agricultural systems form part of our collective heritage and thus deserve 

consideration.  

 

3. At the same time, farming systems deliver public goods, such as landscapes and biodiversity. 

They need to adapt and be reformulated according to changing conditions in the world in order 

to be productive, competitive and sustainable - as is stressed in the document. The way the 

Agricultural Heritage Systems adapt and contribute to the objectives envisaged by FAO action, 

namely sustainable food security and rural development, is a matter for which members 

themselves are responsible. It should be a national choice whether to establish steering 

committees, as well as the possible composition of these committees. 

 

4. We acknowledge that some heritage systems can be regionally or globally important. Therefore, 

International organisations can also provide valuable additional support. Given the fact that 

GIAHS cover a very broad range of topics, making use of synergies and avoiding overlap in 

work areas of in particular international organizations is of utmost importance for efficient use 

of public funds. In particular, UNESCO in their World Heritage effort would also have an added 

value in GIAHS initiatives. We would therefore appreciate receiving further information about 

the envisaged collaboration between both organisations and their respective roles. 
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5. With regard to the proposed Conference Resolution and in particular the Annex 1 we believe it 

to be rather ambitious but we also have the impression that the document has not yet reached 

sufficient maturity to be a basis for a decision in this COAG. To be a bit more precise: the 

appendix 1 of the document covering the draft Conference resolution has a relatively long 

preamble followed by three short action-oriented points of which we deem are very broad and 

all encompassing. In addition the Annex 1 still raises a number of questions. 

 

6. We see that important questions remain open in the suggested structure of the GHIAS 

Programme. For instance, a scheme for designation and certification of agricultural systems is 

envisaged. However, it needs to be demonstrated that such an approach falls within FAO’s 

mandate and priorities. The proposed Steering Committee will admit areas to GIAHS status, 

which presumably will give access to preferential treatment. But it remains unclear what this 

treatment would be. Furthermore, the establishment of bodies such as a Steering Committee 

comes under Member States’ competence. And so does any appointment of the members of any 

such Steering Committee.  

 

7. In order to discuss this proposal more in detail in the light of the next Programme of Work and 

Budget, clear and comprehensive information on financial aspects including its impact on the 

Regular Budget need to be provided in particular concerning the proposed structure under 

number 7 of Annex 1 to the drafted resolution. The suggested prioritisation of GIAHS will 

obviously have to be taken into conjunction with other priorities expressed by the other 

technical committees and the regional conferences. 

 

8. We would also suggest adding a so-called “sun-set clause” to the revised documents. This 

would mean that an active conference decision in the future would be needed to continue the 

scheme. 

 

9. Finally, after revision, the proposed draft Conference resolution should be examined by the 

CCLM as recommended by the Council. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

24th session of the Committee on Agriculture (COAG) 

(Rome, 29 September - 3 October 2014) 

 

Item 13: The International Rice Commission (IRC) 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. In view of the information provided in the Secretariat document on this agenda item, we 

welcome the decision of the International Rice Commission to suspend its activities - as was 

recommended by the Independent External Evaluation of FAO in 2007.  

 

3. There is no doubt that rice is of tremendous importance to global food security: in many 

member countries of the FAO it is the staple food and in the coming decades demand for rice 

will keep growing throughout the world. 

 

4. We therefore fully share FAO's commitment when it comes to enhancing sustainable production 

and consumption of rice, particularly in view of the challenges posed by climate change.  

 

5. We note that a significant number of specialised bodies deals exclusively with a full range of 

issues relating to rice, including under the umbrella of the Consultative Group on International 

Agricultural Research (CGIAR). 

 

6. We agree that FAO, whenever a significant global issue on rice emerges, should address such an 

issue as appropriate.  
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7. However, we have concerns about the recommendation to include a standing item on rice in the 

agenda of the regular sessions of the COAG. In our opinion, we should avoid any such 

systematic approach - also because this could be perceived as setting a precedent with regard to 

other important crops. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

24th session of the Committee on Agriculture (COAG) 

(Rome, 29 September - 3 October 2014) 

 

Item 14: Multi-year Programme of Work of the Committee (MYPOW) 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We take note of the progress report of the COAG Multi-Year Programme of work 2012-2015 

and welcome the brief and short overview over all the actions the Committee has undertaken 

during the last biennium. We commend in particular the five side-events organised by the 

Committee on topics of relevance to priority issues of the agenda.  

 

3. In addition, we appreciate the drafted COAG Multi-Year Programme of Work 2014-2017 and 

with satisfaction take note of the changes in the MYPOW compared to the previous version. We 

mention in particular the subsequent entry of descriptions of the working methods in chapter II 

of the MYPOW - as we did under previous agenda item 15. 

 

4. We believe the MYPOW has proven to be a good basis for the work of the Committee. But still, 

we expect the Committee to continuously reappraise the MYPOW and improve and adapt it 

where deemed necessary. 
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5. We reiterate our expectation towards the Commission on Agriculture to be a central body for 

multilateral processes on global agricultural issues. We request COAG to follow a participatory 

approach by involving all stakeholders – such as the UN system, International Financial 

Institutions, academia and research institutions, civil society as well as farmers and the private 

sector.  

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

24th session of the Committee on Agriculture (COAG) 

(Rome, 29 September - 3 October 2014) 

 

Item 15: Proposed Amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Committee 

 

 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We would like to thank the COAG Bureau for its excellent work on the proposed amendments 

to COAG’s rules. We agree that an enlarged Bureau of seven members is desirable both to 

ensure equal representation of the regional groups and to align COAG’s own rules with COFI, 

COFO and CCP. Such an enlarged Bureau will have better capacity to carry out the valuable 

function of assisting with the preparation of the Committee’s sessions as well as being 

responsible for the running of those sessions. 

 

3. We have always insisted on the necessity to base chair nominations on merits and cost 

efficiency. The Chairperson should continuously and effectively liaise with the Secretariat, as is 

stated in the working methods within the MYPOW. We also agree that it is sensible for Bureau 

members other than the Chairperson to be elected in their capacity as Member Nation 

representatives, and that given the Chairperson will instead be elected in a personal capacity, 

appropriate rotation schemes are to be considered. We are content that the First Vice-

Chairperson be nominated by the Bureau and that this First Vice-Chair replace the Chairperson 

if the Chairperson is prevented from exercising his or her functions as proposed in new rule I.5. 

 

14888/14   RD/yk 40 
ANNEX II DGB 1 B LIMITE EN 
 



 

4. However, we are concerned that there is currently a lack of clarity in the rules on what happens 

if the Vice-Chair has to take over the role of Chairperson. Would this mean that the Bureau 

would function with one less Member until the end of the next Committee meeting when a new 

Bureau is elected? If so, we consider that a further amendment making this clear could be 

usefully added to the end of Rule I.5. 

 

5. Alternatively, in order to avoid a situation where the Bureau is one member short until the end 

of the next Committee meeting, the Member Nation of the original Chairperson could nominate 

a new representative to act as Bureau Member in the stead of the first Vice-Chairperson, and the 

rules should be further amended to make this clear. 

 

6. Finally, we support the change to the rule on the Committee’s reports which is a necessary 

consequential amendment following the Conference’s amendments to the Organisation’s 

Constitution and the General Rules at its thirty-sixth session.  

 

7. With the minor amendment for further clarity we suggest on Rule I.5, we can support the 

adoption of these amendments to the Rules of Procedure and thank the Bureau again for its 

work.  

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________ 
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