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REPORT 
From: General Secretariat of the Council 
To: Delegations 
Subject: 41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (Rome, 13-18 

October 2014) 
  

I. Preparation 

At its meeting on 9 October 20104, the Coordination Working Party (FAO), in accordance 

with the arrangements agreed between the Council and the Commission in 1991 (doc. 

10478/91), held discussions to prepare the position of the European Union and its Member 

States to be taken at the 41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS). 

The Working Party approved, in accordance with the agreed procedure, the declaration of 

competence and voting rights for submission to the FAO (set out in Annex I) and examined 

the draft statements prepared by various delegations, the Commission and the Presidency (see 

the report of the Working Party meeting set out in doc. 14778/14). 

II. Coordination in Rome 

The Coordination Working Party (FAO) met on the spot in Rome to consider the revised 

versions of the draft statements, prepared by the Presidency on the basis of delegations' 

comments and suggestions made during the first examination on 9 October 2014 in Brussels 

and their further written contributions. With a number of further changes, the Working Party 

reached consensus on the final versions of all statements. 
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III. Outcome of the 41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) 

The statements delivered by the EU and its Member States are set out in Annex II. 

The Coordination Working Party (FAO) assessed the outcome at its meeting on 13 November 

2014.1 

The report of the 41st session of the CFS is available on the FAO website: 

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/cfs/Docs1314/CFS41/CFS41_Report_for_Adoption.p

df 

 

1 Doc. 15111/14. 
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ANNEX I 

41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) 

Rome, 13 - 18 October 2014 

Draft Declaration of Competences Submitted by the European Union 

 

I. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS {For decision}  

 MS Competence – MS Vote  

a)  Adoption of Agenda and Timetable  

b)  Membership of the Committee  

c)  Drafting Committee composition  

 

II.  SETTING THE STAGE FOR CFS 41 {For information}  

a)  Statement by the UN Secretary-General (to be confirmed)  

b)  Statements by Heads of FAO, IFAD, WFP and the Chairperson of the High-Level Panel 

of Experts (HLPE) Steering Committee  

 

III.  STATE OF FOOD INSECURITY IN THE WORLD 2014 {For information and 

discussion}  

 Shared Competence – MS Vote  

 

IV. POLICY CONVERGENCE  

a) Policy Round Tables  

i) Food losses and waste in the context of sustainable food systems  

Shared Competence – MS Vote 

ii) The role of sustainable fisheries and aquaculture for food security and nutrition  

 Shared Competence – EU Vote 

b) Principles for Responsible Agricultural Investments {For decision}  

Shared Competence – MS Vote 

c) Agenda for Action for Addressing Food Insecurity in Protracted Crises {For decision}  

Shared Competence – MS Vote 
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V. COORDINATION AND LINKAGES WITH CFS {For information and discussion} 

a) Global: Food Security and Nutrition in the Post 2015 Development Agenda 

Shared Competence – MS Vote 

b)  Right to Food – Ten Year Perspective {For decision}  

Shared Competence – MS Vote 

 

VI. CFS WORKSTREAM UPDATES  

a)  Programme of Work and Priorities and Emerging Issues {For information and decision} 

 Shared Competence – MS Vote 

b) CFS Communication Strategy {For information}  

 Shared Competence – MS Vote 

c) A framework for Monitoring CFS Decisions {For decision}  

 Shared Competence – MS Vote 

d) Rules of Procedure {For decision}  

 Shared Competence – MS Vote 

e)  The Global Strategic Framework for Food Security and Nutrition {For decision}  

 Shared Competence – MS Vote 

 

VII. OTHER MATTERS  

a)  Arrangements for the CFS 42 Session, October 2015 {For decision}  

 MS Competence – MS Vote 

b)  Adoption of the Final Report {For decision}  

 MS Competence – MS Vote 

 

WORLD FOOD DAY –CFS SPECIAL EVENT  

a)  Special event on Innovation in Family Farming: Towards Ensuring Food security and 

Nutrition  

 Shared Competence – EU Vote 

 

 

14890/14   RD/yk 4 
ANNEX I DGB 1 B LIMITE EN 
 



 

ANNEX II 

 

Statement on behalf of the European Union 

41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)  

(Rome, 13 - 18 October 2014) 

 

Item III: State of Food Insecurity in the World 2014 (SOFI) 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate country Turkey aligns itself with this statement. 

 

2. We welcome the fourth edition of the State of Food Insecurity in the World, jointly prepared by 

the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), the International Fund for 

Agricultural Development (IFAD), and the World Food Programme (WFP). 

 

3. We note with much appreciation that the Food Insecurity Experience Scale, as an additional 

component to the SOFI suite of food security indicators, will allow us to gain a more 

comprehensive and detailed overview of the food security and nutrition challenges in a country. 

It will also, therefore, provide valuable information for designing targeted interventions.   

 

4. We are pleased the report shows that the world is making progress in reducing hunger and 

malnutrition. However, the fact that one in every nine people does not have enough to eat, i.e. 

that 805 million people are still estimated to be hungry every day, means we still have a long 

way to go.  
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5. We are happy to note that target 1c of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) to reduce by 

half the proportion of undernourished people seems to be within reach, and that 63 countries 

have reached that target since 1990-92. South East Asia and Latin America and the Caribbean 

are the regions that have made the greatest progress in hunger reduction. 

 

6. But sharp differences between regions exist and are of growing concern. This is especially the 

case in Sub-Saharan Africa where the number of hungry people has increased by 38 million 

since 1990-1992. Access to food in this region is still a big challenge as income growth is low, 

poverty rates high and rural infrastructure limited. 

 

7. We feel encouraged that many regions are taking up the challenge of fighting hunger and 

malnutrition head on. The Comprehensive African Agricultural Development Programme is a 

good example for an ambitious and integrated agenda to ensure food security for all. 

 

8. We agree with the conclusion in the report that political commitment at the highest level is a 

necessity to make the end of hunger a reality. The Malabo Declaration sets out the ultimate goal 

of eradicating hunger in Africa by 2025, and we fully support the ambition set out in that 

declaration. 

 

9. We are of the opinion that ending hunger and malnutrition should be at the heart of the post-2015 

Agenda. Guaranteeing food security for all, with a special focus on women and children, and 

creating sustainable agricultural systems are fundamental building blocks for achieving 

sustainable development. 

 

10.The lessons learned from the analysis of individual countries clearly demonstrate that creating 

and strengthening an enabling environment is a prerequisite for improving food security and 

nutrition through better policies, legal frameworks, adequate investments, multi-stakeholder 

participation and a strong evidence base. It also requires all stakeholders - countries, regions, 

national organisations, international organisations, private sector and civil society - to strengthen 

their political commitment and work together to create the necessary institutional reforms to 

promote and sustain progress. 
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11.We also fully support the Secretary-General’s Zero Hunger Challenge. This partnership and its 

goal of ending hunger in our lifetimes provide a comprehensive agenda of investing in 

agriculture, rural development, decent work, social protection and equality of opportunity. 

 

12.We agree that stability remains a challenge in regions that rely heavily on international markets 

for their domestic supply or are particularly vulnerable because of their limited and fragile 

natural resources. 

 

13.We believe that hunger reduction requires an integrated approach that must ensure dovetailing 

between agriculture, food, economic, health, environment, education and other sectors for more 

coordinated and effective public investments. It also calls for the  development of effective 

policy tools, instruments and public and private investment to raise agricultural productivity in a 

sustainable manner, to ensure secure and equal access for women and men to natural resources 

such as land and water, and to ensure better access to financial and social services, innovations 

and markets. Hunger reduction also requires measures to promote rural development, social 

protection for the most vulnerable and specific nutrition programmes, especially to address 

micronutrient deficiencies in mothers and children. 

 

14.We recommend that the FAO continue the work under the Revised Strategic Framework and the 

Ten-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production, taking into 

account the new challenges and priorities as also discussed in the Committee on Agriculture.  

 

Thank you Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

 

______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)  

(Rome, 13 - 18 October 2014) 

 

Item IV: Policy Convergence  

a) Policy Round Tables 

i) Food losses and waste in the context of sustainable food systems 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We welcome the report of the High Level Panel of Experts (HLPE) on “Food losses and waste in 

the context of sustainable food systems”; it is a thorough and balanced report and we commend 

the work done by the HLPE. We trust this report will be a building block for developing a global 

strategy for reducing food losses and waste. We also support the policy document for the Policy 

Roundtable on Food losses and waste with the issues to be brought to the attention of the CFS. In 

this document the highlights of the HLPE report are very well expressed. 

 

3. We stress the importance of reducing food losses and waste. This is essential to improve the 

sustainability of food systems. In doing so, reducing food losses and waste can make an 

important contribution to the realization of the right to adequate food for all people worldwide. 
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4. The issue of food losses is critical for food security in developing countries, especially as regards 

small-holders. The lack of storage infrastructure and processing tools, along with weak 

organisation of farmers and other actors along the food chain are key factors that need to be 

addressed in order to reduce losses. 

 

5. Reducing food losses and waste implies a more efficient use of natural resources, and 

consequently less greenhouse gas emissions. Moreover, reducing food losses and waste will 

allow meeting part of the growing global food demand. This will in turn reduce the negative 

impact of agriculture on many ecosystems which are already under considerable pressure due to 

the need to increase productivity. Measures to prevent food losses and waste have proven highly 

cost effective. The HLPE report encourages all actors involved in the food production and 

consumption chain to take action in tackling food losses and waste. Reducing food losses and 

waste requires an integrated approach, involving all actors, in order to increase the efficiency and 

sustainability of food chains. A good cooperation between governments and the private sector 

(public-private partnerships) is essential to tackle food losses and waste. Special efforts should 

also be made to support consumers in reducing the level of food waste within households. 

 

6. We underline the importance of improving data collection and knowledge sharing on food losses 

and waste in a coherent manner, so that comparability is possible at all stages in the food 

production and consumption chains, in line with the waste hierarchy. In order to define effective 

waste prevention and reduction strategies, we need accurate and consistent information as to 

where and how much food is lost or wasted throughout the food supply chain.   

 

7. At macro level, it is essential that governments create an enabling environment. In particular, 

governments should ensure development of integrated food waste prevention strategies and 

programmes, co-ordinated across all relevant departments (agriculture, food, health, 

environment, research, trade, etc) and from farm to fork, whilst continuing to ensure the highest 

possible standards of food safety. In many European countries, reducing food losses and waste 

along the supply chain is a high priority. At meso and micro level we also see an important role 

for the private sector, particularly with regard to the causes inherent in the food supply chain. 
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8. Collective action of smallholders and their organizations is important. Collective storage, access 

to markets, marketing, access to financial services and moving towards high value added 

activities in the food supply chain collectively are opportunities to improve the position of 

smallholders and to reduce food losses and waste. Countries can support these actions by 

creating the right environment and offering the right incentives and financing. 

 

9. The role of FAO to support national processes by promoting methodological approaches is 

important. This methodological guidance should take a systemic and intersectoral approach in 

order to take into account the potential complementarity between different sectors and value 

chains: food, feed, industries and energy. 

 

10.It is important that the CFS, in fulfilling its mandate, continues to act efficiently and within its 

scope. Implementation of CFS recommendations on the ground should be left to those bodies 

who are best placed to do so.  

 

11.Cooperation between the actors in the food chain is essential for reducing food losses and waste. 

As a priority, and where safe to do so, surplus food should be redistributed for consumption by  

people. In keeping with the waste hierarchy, governments could encourage the safe use of animal 

and other by-products in the food and feed chain. Governments could support, in viable 

economic systems, energy and nutrient recovery as preferred options to disposal. 

 

12.Knowledge and innovation are important for reducing FLW. More exchange of best practices 

and sharing of research results are necessary. For instance, the European food business and 

European scientists have valuable experience with reducing food losses, logistics, storage, value 

chain development and recycling of raw materials. They are more than willing to share their 

experience with others. 

 

13.Food is essential to life. We need to safeguard this precious resource through coordinated, 

integrated action throughout the food production and consumption chain. Consumers who value 

food and understand where it comes from and how it is produced, will ensure that food is not 

wasted. Food chain transparency (prices, processes) is a challenge for the future. 

 

Thank you Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)  

(Rome, 13 - 18 October 2014) 

 

Item IV: Policy Convergence  

a) Policy Round Tables 

ii) the role of sustainable fisheries and aquaculture for food security and nutrition 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We welcome the report of the High Level Panel of Experts and thank the Panel for its useful 

report on "Sustainable fisheries and aquaculture for food security and nutrition". We appreciate 

especially that the report clearly points out the various contributions of fisheries and aquaculture 

for nutrition and food security, as a primary source of protein and essential nutrients, and as a 

provider of income and livelihoods for communities. 

 

3. We thank the secretariat and the lead agency for drafting the decision box, which we support. 

We would like to stress some important elements which are well highlighted in the decision box, 

in particular the relevance to give to fish the position it deserves in food security and nutrition 

programmes and similarly the need to integrate food security and nutrition concerns into the 

governance of oceans as well as into sustainable development of aquaculture. This notion of 

inter-linkages should be promoted in the preparation of the Post 2015 Development Agenda. 
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4. There are just a few issues in the decision box we believe would benefit from further 

clarification: 

 

(i) First, we would suggest the inclusion in the preface of a reference to sustainability as a sine 

qua none condition for long term nutrition and food security. 

 

(ii) We consider that a top priority for all stakeholders should be to use and implement 

Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries in the Context of food 

Security and Poverty Eradication and the Voluntary guidelines on Good Governance and 

Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forest that provide detailed policy guidance, including on 

gender equity. 

 

(iii) We feel that international assistance and cooperation should also be strengthened to build 

the capacity of developing countries to manage sustainably their fish resources and tackle 

illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing. 

 

(iv) We consider it important that the CFS, in fulfilling its mandate, continues to act efficiently 

and within its scope. Implementation of the CFS recommendations on the ground should be 

left to those bodies who are best placed to do so. 

 

(v) Finally, we have some minor suggestions to make recommendations more forceful. We 

propose to share these suggestions with the rapporteur. 

 

Thank you Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)  

(Rome, 13 - 18 October 2014) 

 

Item IV: Policy Convergence  

b) Endorsement of Principles for Responsible Agricultural Investments 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and 

Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We can endorse the Principles for Responsible Investments in Agriculture and Food Systems. 

 

3. We consider responsible investment in agriculture and food systems to be essential for enhancing 

food security and nutrition and supporting the progressive realisation of the right to adequate 

food in the context of national food security. Furthermore, we regard the role of responsible 

investment in agriculture and food systems as an essential component of our collective efforts to 

support the Global Post-2015 Development Agenda. 

 

4. After the approval of the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of 

Land, Fisheries and Forests (VGGT), these Principles have been one of the top priorities of the 

reformed Committee on World Food Security (CFS) and we see the completion of these 

Principles as a sign that the CFS is successfully developing its role as a central pillar in the food 

security governance system. The Principles have been prepared in an inclusive and participatory 

process, and take existing guiding frameworks into account. We are pleased that the Principles 

are firmly based on respect for human rights and legitimate tenure rights in line with the VGGT.  
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We are also satisfied that they are geared towards sustainable development and build on 

fundamental principles, in particular equity, gender equality, rule of law, consultation, participation 

and accountability, and that they acknowledge the important contribution of family farmers and 

smallholders to food security and nutrition. We are extremely pleased with the successful approval 

of the RAI Principles in this CFS Session today. 

 

5. We wish to recognise here the very strong spirit of collaboration and compromise which all 

participants brought to the table and which played a significant role in allowing us to achieve our 

goal within a very short time period. The active participation of all stakeholders – the UN 

system, the international financial institutions, the agricultural research system, civil society and 

the private sector – has demonstrated the added value of the reformed CFS as a genuine, 

inclusive forum for addressing global food security issues. In particular, we would like to 

express our deep appreciation to the Chair of the Open-Ended Working Group, Ms Christina 

Blank, for her unwavering commitment to bringing the negotiations to a success. We would also 

like to thank the Secretariat for all the hard work it has put into this process over the last two 

years. 

 

6. A tremendous collective effort has brought us here today. We now need to dedicate this same 

energy and commitment to supporting the application of the Principles. We fully recognise that 

the main responsibility for further development and application lies with sovereign national 

governments. But we also call on other stakeholders, in particular the private sector, civil society 

organisations, farmers and smallholders to apply the principles. At the same time, we recognise 

the need for the international community to support this process, including through the necessary 

capacity building and a sound monitoring system. 

 

7. Furthermore, we request FAO to ensure that the principles are included as a priority in the next 

Program of Work and Budget (PWB). Within the UN agencies, FAO should take a leading role 

in promoting the application of the principles and providing support for the practical application 

by developing tools, instruments and guides.  
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8. We encourage all CFS stakeholders to commit to robust monitoring and evaluation of the 

application of the principles. In this regard, we suggest giving the CFS Open Ended Working 

Group on Monitoring a mandate to include the principles in its ongoing work. 

 

Thank you Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)  

(Rome, 13 - 18 October 2014) 

 

Item IV: Policy Convergence  

c) Agenda for Action for Addressing Food Insecurity in Protracted Crises 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Albania, Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. First of all, we would like to thank the Co-Chairs, Josephine Gaita and Elizabeth Kevitashvili, 

the CFS Secretariat and all participants for their efforts during the negotiation week last July. We 

regret that the process could not be finalised at that stage and thank the CFS Secretariat for the 

new proposed timeline for completion of this process. We would also like to express our support 

for the new title agreed upon by the Open Ended Working Group during the negotiation week as 

it is better suited to the purpose of this product. 

 

3. Protracted crises situations result in great suffering and loss of life, with the number of people 

affected steadily rising. As these situations are correlated with a high vulnerability for food 

insecurity and malnutrition, the topic is of great relevance to the work of the CFS. 

 

4. This main CFS workstream has strong links with EU policies on food security, humanitarian 

assistance, resilience, nutrition, and policy coherence with regard to development assistance. The 

EU and its MS attach great importance to this theme and remain committed to actively 

contributing to successful completion of the process. 

 

14890/14   RD/yk 16 
ANNEX II DGB 1 B LIMITE EN 
 



 

 

5. We would like to repeat that we consider enhanced cooperation between the Rome-based 

agencies to be of crucial importance not only when drafting the new version of this document, 

but also once it will be applied. This requires a distribution of tasks in line with respective 

mandates and strengths. 

 

6. The EU and its MS expect the process to continue to be focused, transparent, and inclusive. We 

look forward to achieving an outcome that is realistic and offers clear added value by providing 

specific guidance on how to address food insecurity and malnutrition in the context of protracted 

crisis situations. Moreover, the final product should be user-friendly and allow for ready 

implementation and monitoring on the ground. 

 

7. Finally, we would like to see the A4A adopted at the next session of the CFS. 

 

Thank you Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)  

(Rome, 13 - 18 October 2014) 

 

Item V: Coordination and Linkage with CFS  

a) Global: Food Security and Nutrition in the Post 2015 Development Agenda 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate country Turkey aligns itself with this statement. 

 

2. We thank for this useful update on the post-2015 process. We are pleased that Mr 

Rudischhauser, in his capacity as Deputy Director General for Development Cooperation in the 

European Commission, participates in the panel discussion. 

 

3. We welcome the report of the Open Working Group (OWG) which was adopted in July 2014. 

The OWG report results from a large consultation and a complex compromise: we support the 

final text which brings a renewed global vision of sustainable development and instruments for 

ending poverty. We consider the OWG report as an important basis for integrating the SDGs into 

the post-2015 development agenda.  

 

4. We particularly welcome the focus on achieving food security and ending hunger by 2030. We 

reaffirm the essential role of food security and nutrition and poverty eradication in the 

elaboration of the post-2015 agenda. As mentioned in the adopted multi-year program of work 

(MYPOW) 2014-2015, CFS as the foremost international platform of exchange on food security 

and nutrition issues, providing a transparent framework for a broad range of stakeholders to 

discuss, build relationship and work together, has a leading role to play during the 

implementation of the post-2015 development goals, on aspects related to its core mandate. 
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5. Finally, we want to restate our full commitment to this important process and look forward to its 

conclusions. 

 

Thank you Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)  

(Rome, 13 - 18 October 2014) 

 

Item V: Coordination and Linkage with CFS  

b) Right to Food - Ten Year Perspective 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and 

Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We first would like to express our appreciation that the CFS is taking stock of the ten years of 

the voluntary guidelines for the progressive realisation of the right to adequate food in the 

context of national food security and reflecting on the way forward.  

 

3. We welcome and encourage the work of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 

for Human Rights (OHCHR) in this respect. We seize the opportunity to warmly thank Olivier 

de Schutter for his commitment within CFS, and more broadly for all the work he has done 

during his mandate as the UN rapporteur on the right to food. We assure his successor, Ms Hilal 

Elver, of our continuing support. 

 

4. We also welcome the work of all CFS stakeholders, including non-state actors and civil society, 

to promote the realisation of the right to adequate food in the context of national food security. 
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5. We thank the panelists from India, El Salvador and Jordan for sharing their experiences. We 

also thank the FAO for providing a broader overview of the issue. Thanks to these 

presentations, CFS stakeholders have clear examples to appreciate the practical results on the 

ground of how these voluntary guidelines are implemented. We believe that the positive results 

will encourage other CFS stakeholders to commit to implementing these guidelines and will 

help us progress further towards tangible results.  

 

6. We are convinced that sharing CFS stakeholder experiences and lessons learned and the close 

involvement of the Rome-Based Agencies in supporting the implementation of the voluntary 

guidelines on the right to food are crucial. Ten years on allows the CFS to reflect on and 

emphasise particular aspects of the implementation of right to food. In this regard, we support 

more and better policy coherence at local, national, regional and global level on the realisation 

of this right to food. We also find it important to strengthen practical mechanisms that ensure 

effective independent monitoring for greater accountability. 

 

7. We encourage the CFS to continue its coordination and linkages sessions, such as the one held 

on 27 May 2014 on the voluntary guidelines on the responsible governance of tenure of land, 

fisheries and forests in the context of national food security.  

 

8. Regarding the decision box, we would like to restate our strong support for a rights-based 

approach, encompassing all human rights, in addressing food and nutrition security and the need 

to implement the voluntary guidelines for the progressive realization of the right to adequate 

food in the context of national food security. Furthermore, we encourage States, in accordance 

with their domestic legal and policy frameworks, to include provisions in their national 

legislation that facilitate and adequately implement the progressive realization of the right to 

adequate food in the context of national food security. 

 

9. In this regard we would also like to highlight the need to ensure gender equality in all policies 

and programs and to identify inequalities faced by vulnerable groups, so that we can close the 

existing gaps and dismantle entrenched patterns of exclusion in the enjoyment of the right to 

adequate food. 
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10. Finally, we would like to reaffirm today our full commitment to further achieving the right to 

adequate food in the context of national food security ten years after the adoption of these 

voluntary guidelines. 

 

Thank you Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)  

(Rome, 13 - 18 October 2014) 

 

Item VI: CFS Workstream Updates 

a) Programme of Work and Priorities and Emerging Issues 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and 

Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We restate our most active support for the activities of the OEWG on Programme of Work and 

Priorities and for the CFS as a whole, it being the body that is paramount to ensuring 

participatory, multi-stakeholder, focused and transparent decisions and actions in the field of 

food and nutrition security. We thank the Chair of the OEWG and all its participants for their 

constructive work throughout the period between sessions. 

 

3. Whilst appreciating the Guidance Note approved by CFS 40 in October last year, we believe that 

the process outlined for the selection of activities to be carried out in a given biennium should be 

streamlined and adapted to take account of funding and time constraints if necessary, but with 

preserving a transparent, inclusive and motivated ranking system. We welcome the process as 

conducted over the last year, in particular the consultation on priorities for the European Region 

held in Bucharest on 31 March 2014, and support the OEWG Chair’s proposal to submit a 

revised version of the Guidance Note for the attention of CFS 42 in October 2015, while fully 

respecting the limit of three major activities, between major workstreams and HLPE reports, per 

each CFS year, as well as full inclusiveness of the process. 
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4. The EU and its Member States value the transparent and inclusive work conducted by the High-

Level Panel of Experts and welcome the HLPE note on "Critical and Emerging Issues in the area 

of Food Security and Nutrition". This prospective document has provided an important 

contribution to the work of the OEWG, providing guidance to gear CFS activities towards 

emerging food security issues. 

 

5. Regarding the theme or themes to be selected by this Plenary for the HLPE Report or Reports in 

2016, we are very pleased to recognize the excellent work carried out by the OEWG in 

streamlining a list of 125 proposed topics to a shortlist containing 23 proposals, then further 

reduced to a shorter list as well as the excellent work of HLPE who presents a note on critical 

and emerging issues on food security. Given the many CFS activities already on the agenda for 

the next years, it is essential to make a choice between the topics and to restrict ourselves to one 

HLPE report for 2016. In that context, the EU and its MS would like to indicate a strong 

preference for “sustainable agricultural development for food security and nutrition, including 

livestock”, which was recognised as a crucial issue both by the HLPE and by the Open Ended 

Working Group. 

 

Thank you Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)  

(Rome, 13 - 18 October 2014) 

 

Item VI: CFS Workstream Updates 

b) CFS Communication Strategy 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and 

Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We acknowledge the importance of developing a broad and effective communication strategy 

which requires a range of tools to ensure that CFS messages and policy recommendations are 

integrated as widely and comprehensively as possible at multilateral, regional and national 

levels. 

 

3. We therefore welcome this update on the implementation of the CFS Communication Strategy 

which was adopted at CFS40 last year.  

 

4. We welcome the wide range of tools used by the Secretariat to raise awareness of CFS objectives 

including participation in international events, use of social media, coordination with and 

between the other Rome based agencies, CFS website, CFS Mail-lists. We would like to 

acknowledge the extensive actions of our Chair in promoting and bringing the messages of CFS 

to a wide range of international audiences. 
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5. In particular we underline the importance of ensuring that CFS objectives are integrated into 

other UN processes and fora. Food and Nutrition Security issues must be addressed and taken 

into account in the development of solutions to address a wide range of global challenges and we 

therefore reiterate that a cross-sectoral approach must be taken to ensure that balanced, coherent 

and comprehensive outcomes are achieved. In this regard we welcome and encourage the Chair’s 

efforts to strengthen linkages between CFS and the Post 2015 Sustainable Development Process 

in New York as well as other international fora. CFS outreach activities should continue to focus 

on developing these linkages to other UN and international fora and processes, in order to ensure 

that CFS messages and recommendations are integrated into global policy development. This 

should include CFS participation in targeted inter-sessional international events. 

 

6. In terms of improving CFS integration and collaboration with the other Rome Based Agencies 

consideration should be given to meetings of CFS Bureau and other CFS groups being hosted by 

the other RBAs. 

 

7. Given the nature of current methods of communication which are changing and developing 

quickly as a result of new technologies we welcome recognition in the report of the need for 

ongoing evaluation and monitoring of CFS communication activities. This will identify which 

tools are working and which tools need to be adapted or developed to ensure that CFS messages 

are delivered in the most effective manner. Such evaluations should include an assessment of the 

use of clear language and easy to understand messages. In particular we support the development 

of monitoring mechanisms which measure at country level adoption of CFS policy 

recommendations as this is an essential indicator of how effective CFS is in influencing national 

policy makers. 

 

We continue to recognise the importance of a focussed and effective Communications Strategy 

and support the implementation of a Strategy which aims to ensure that CFS policy 

recommendations are integrated into policy development at multilateral, regional and national 

levels. 

 

Thank you Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)  

(Rome, 13 - 18 October 2014) 

 

Item VI: CFS Workstream Updates 

c) A framework for monitoring CFS Decisions 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Albania, Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We welcome the continuous work both by the Open Ended Working Group on Monitoring and 

the CFS Secretariat in defining a framework for monitoring CFS Decisions. We would also like 

to welcome the financial contributions and the technical backing by the Technical Support Team 

(TST) on Monitoring for a consultative workshop last April. That meeting laid the foundation for 

designing the Methodological Proposal presented in the CFS 2014/41/11 document. 

 

3. We are aware that creating a Methodological Proposal for assessing CFS evaluation is a complex 

task, so we support a pragmatic approach focused on CFS effectiveness, in which the first step 

would be defining a "baseline". The proposed CFS assessment criteria is therefore a good 

working basis. Still, some additional work is needed to further refine the criteria, taking into 

account the scope of the CFS´s work within its mandate and cost effectiveness in evaluating and 

monitoring, including both methods and scope. 

 

4. As adopted in CFS 40, we like to see an evaluation of the CFS reform 5 or 6 years after its 

implementation. 
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5. We agree with the "two-way approach", based on complementarity between an opinion survey of 

CFS stakeholders followed by in-depth country-level assessments in a selected sample of 

countries. However, we would like to go a step further, surveying beyond the traditional CFS 

stakeholders, since it would allow us to better understand the real impact of CFS work. This is 

particularly important at country level, where the envisaged effects should be perceived by real 

people, including the most vulnerable under-represented groups that are suffering from hunger 

and malnutrition. 

 

6. We underline once again the need to build on existing mechanisms and we rely upon better and 

more systematic support from technical experts within the Rome-based Agencies in addressing 

this difficult task. 

 

7. To conclude, we would like to reaffirm our appreciation for the work conducted and the clearer 

picture of the activities envisaged. We would like to thank the Chair of the OEWG on 

Monitoring and we encourage the OEWG and the Secretariat to continue their work. We are 

looking forward to participating in related discussions. 

 

Thank you Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)  

(Rome, 13 - 18 October 2014) 

 

Item VI: CFS Workstream Updates 

d) Rules of Procedure 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and 

Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. The EU and its Member States wish to commend the work carried out by the Bureau and its 

Working Group on these issues. This work on the rules of procedure is fundamental for the 

legitimacy of the CFS, and we thank the Chair of the Open Ended Working Group who led the 

discussions in a spirit of dialogue and with the purpose of enhancing the efficiency, transparency 

and inclusiveness of the CFS.  

 

3. We endorse the proposal of the Bureau on the selection criteria for the appointment of members 

of the High Level Panel of Experts steering committee and the amendments proposed on rule V 

of the CFS Rules of Procedure. Regional expertise, gender balance, cross-disciplinary expertise 

as well as individual abilities are indeed important criteria for ensuring the efficiency of the 

steering committee.  

 

4. We also endorse the proposal by the Bureau to maintain the five categories in the Advisory 

Group, the present composition of the Advisory Group and the distribution of seats among these 

categories. Therefore, we approve the proposed amendments to Rule IV, paragraph 5, of the CFS 

Rules of Procedure which clarifies the responsibility of each member of the Advisory Group. 
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5. With regard to the participation of civil society, private sector and academia representatives in 

CFS sessions, the EU endorses the CFS proposal to allow representatives of academia to 

participate in CFS sessions as observers as well as to have a continuation of its mandate to 

clarify/determine the rules/criteria for the participation of civil society and private sector 

members, as well as farmers organizations in the CFS. We believe that this topic deserves very 

careful consideration and in-depth analysis. In this respect, account should be taken of the 

experiences made in the various CFS workstreams and of the crosscutting nature of farmers 

organizations and their capacity to contribute to CFS work. 

 

6. Finally, we would like to reaffirm our full commitment towards the highest inclusive 

participation of all stakeholders in CFS activities through strong, active, inclusive and well-

functioning mechanisms. 

 

Thank you Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)  

(Rome, 13 - 18 October 2014) 

 

Item VI: CFS Workstream Updates 

e) Global Strategic Framework for Food Security and Nutrition (GSF) 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Albania, Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We are ready to endorse the Third Version of the Global Strategic Framework for Food Security 

and Nutrition (GSF) that includes the policy recommendations for Biofuels and Food Security 

and Investing in Smallholder Agriculture for Food Security and Nutrition that were endorsed at 

the CFS in 2013, as well as the statistical figures included in SOFI 2013. 

 

3. We acknowledge the voluntary nature of the GSF, and that the guidelines and recommendations 

should be applied in accordance with national policies, legal systems and institutions. We 

underline the importance of improving coordination in the area of food security between CFS 

stakeholders and recognise the role that the GSF may play in this, as well as in informing the 

actions of policy-makers, decision-makers and other stakeholders in the food security and 

nutrition fields at global, regional and country levels. 
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4. Indeed, the GSF sets out to provide an overarching framework and reference document for food 

security and nutrition strategies and policies.  We agree with the decision box encouraging all 

stakeholders to promote and make use of the third version of the GSF acknowledging its 

voluntary nature, and would be interested in hearing any feedback on experiences in doing this 

with previous versions. Last year we proposed taking the opportunity of any future revision after 

2016 to exchange views on the added value and impact of the GSF.  In line with this, we look 

forward to proposals for effective monitoring in any future versions of the GSF, which would 

help in assessing the impact of the GSF in achieving its stated purpose to “improve coordination 

and guide synchronised action by a wide range of stakeholders”. 

 

Thank you Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_________________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)  

(Rome, 13 - 18 October 2014) 

 

Item VII. Other Matters  

a) Arrangements for the CFS 42 Session, October 2015 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU Albania, Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We highly value the possibility of celebrating World Food Day in Milan on the occasion of the 

EXPO, especially since we have been informed of UNSG Ban Ki-moon's planned visit to Milan. 

The EU and its Member States believe that EXPO Milan 2015 constitutes an appropriate 

opportunity to raise awareness and promote the messages of the CFS. Hosting the celebrations 

for the World Food Day in 2015 in Milan, alongside with FAO celebrations, could certainly add 

value and enrich the experience of the CFS. 

 

3. Last but not least, we would like to thank Kostas Stamoulis for his outstanding job as CFS 

Secretary. Over his extended years at the service of the Committee, he has brought an invaluable 

contribution to strengthening the CFS. We congratulate Deborah Fulton and wish her all the best 

for her new responsibilities as CFS Secretary. 

 

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson.  

 

________________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

41st session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)  

(Rome, 13 - 18 October 2014) 

 

Special event on Innovation in Family Farming: Towards Ensuring Food security and Nutrition 

 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU Albania, Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We thank you, Madam/Mr Chair, as well as the CFS Secretariat and the eminent panellists for this 

special event on innovation in family farming. We also congratulate FAO for its flagship 

publication on the State of Food And Agriculture (SOFA) on this topic. Its release during the World 

Food Day is timely and relevant. While celebrating World Food Day dedicated to the International 

Year of Family Farming, we cannot forget that we are still not able to provide food security for all, 

as the report on the State of Food Insecurity in the World 2014 published in September well shows. 

 

3. We seize this opportunity to reiterate our strong commitment to family farming, during this year and 

beyond. Family farming has an important role to play in combating poverty and ensuring for food 

and nutrition security. It also makes an important contribution to sustainable development. We 

thank the Philippines for having promoted this International Year. 

 

4. Globally, agriculture must increase its production in a sustainable manner and reduce losses, in 

order to meet the demand of the growing global population; with resources becoming scarcer, 

productivity must be increased. This requires technology, innovation, know-how and investment. 
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5. Family farming should go hand in hand with modernisation, whether farms are small or large. 

Family farming can potentially achieve a good matching between preservation of resources, 

traditional knowledge and innovation. Access to finance, training, research and extension services, 

investment, support to family, and especially young farmers are key enabling conditions for 

innovation. 

 

6. In order to optimize innovation by family farms and unlock their high potential in terms of 

economic, social and environmental benefits, a supportive institutional and economic framework is 

needed alongside ambitious and adapted public policies recognizing the economic and social role 

played by agriculture. Good knowledge about the characteristics of family farming is a prerequisite 

for this. Therefore, we are convinced that family farmers have a key role in achieving food security 

and nutrition, as mentioned in the Declaration of Paris on family farming already endorsed by FAO 

and 35 Ministers.  

 

7. In this International Year of Family Farming, many events have been organised in Member States 

of the European Union. Let me mention the main international ones: the "Global Forum and Expo 

on Family Farming" in Budapest, whose conclusions were transmitted to the heads of the Rome-

based agencies; the seminar on “Family farming, a future oriented agriculture” at the International 

Agriculture Show in Paris (where the Paris Declaration on family farming was launched); the 

International Encounters on "Family Farming and Research" in Montpellier; and the Symposium 

on “Prospects for Family Farms” of the German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture. 

 

8. The new CFS principles for responsible agricultural investment can also enhance innovation in 

agriculture. Hence our question to the panellists: what can be done so that the RAI principles can 

favour innovation in family farming? 

 

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson.  

 

___________________ 
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