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I. Preparation for the 70th session of the FAO Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP) 

At its meeting on 24 September 2014, the Coordination Working Party (FAO), in accordance 
with the arrangements agreed between the Council and the Commission in 1991 (doc. 
10478/91), held discussions to prepare the position of the European Union and its Member 
States to be taken at the 70th session of the FAO Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP). 

The Working Party approved, in accordance with the agreed procedure, the declaration of 
competence and voting rights for submission to the FAO (set out in Annex I) and examined 
the draft statements prepared by the Commission services (see the report of the Working Party 
meeting set out in doc. 13941/14). 

 

II. Coordination in Rome 

The Coordination Working Party (FAO) met on the spot in Rome to consider the revised 
versions of the draft statements, prepared by the Presidency on the basis of delegations' 
comments and suggestions made during the first examination on 24 September 2014 in 
Brussels and their further written contributions. With a number of further changes, the 
Working Party reached consensus on the final versions of all statements.  
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III. Outcome of the 70th session of the FAO Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP) 

The statements delivered by the EU and its Member States are set out in Annex II. 

 The Coordination Working Party (FAO) assessed the outcome at its meeting on 13 November 
2014.1 

 The report of the 70th session of the FAO Committee on Commodity Problems is available on 
the FAO website: http://www.fao.org/3/a-ml903e.pdf 

 

 

1 Doc. 15111/14. 
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ANNEX I 

70th Session of FAO Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP) 

Rome, 7 - 9 October 2014 

Draft Declaration of Competences Submitted by the European Union 

 
1. Organizational Matters 

 MS Competence – MS Vote 

1.1 Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable 

1.2 Designation of the Drafting Committee 

 

2. Statement by the Director-General 

 

3. Report of the Third Ministerial Meeting on Governance and International Commodity 

Markets by the Ministerial Meeting Chairperson 

 Shared Competence – EU Vote 

 

4. State of World Agricultural Commodity Markets 

4.1 Major market developments and short-term outlook 

 EU Competence – EU Vote  

4.2 Medium-term agricultural outlook: trends and emerging issues 

 EU Competence – EU Vote  

 

5. Policy Developments 

5.1 Update on WTO agricultural negotiations 

 EU Competence – EU Vote  

5.2 Food stocks and price volatility 

 Shared Competence – EU Vote  

5.3 Import surges and Special Safeguard Mechanism 

EU Competence – EU Vote 
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6. Reform of the CCP and Subsidiary Bodies 

6.1 Proposed amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Committee on Commodity 

Problems 

 Shared Competence – MS Vote  

6.2 Review of the CCP Subsidiary Bodies 

 Shared Competence – EU Vote  

6.3 International Rice Commission (IRC) 

 Shared Competence – MS Vote  

 

7. International Action on Agricultural Commodities 

7.1 FAO’s work programme in trade and markets under the Reviewed Strategic Framework  

 Shared Competence – EU Vote  

7.2 CCP Multi-Year Programme of Work (MYPOW) 

 Shared Competence – MS Vote  

7.3 OECD-FAO partnership on medium-term projections 

 Shared Competence – MS Vote  

7.4 Report of the Joint Meeting of the 37th Session of the Intergovernmental Group on Hard 

Fibres and the 39th Session of the Intergovernmental Group on Jute, Kenaf and Allied 

Fibres 

 Shared Competence – MS Vote  

7.5 Progress report on the Agricultural Market Information System (AMIS) 

 Shared Competence – EU Vote  

 

8. Other Matters 

8.1 Election of the new Bureau Members of the CCP 

 MS Competence – MS Vote  

8.2 Arrangements for the Seventy-first Session 

 MS Competence – MS Vote  

 

9. Adoption of the Report  

 Shared Competence – MS Vote 
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ANNEX II 

 

Statement on behalf of the European Union 

70th session of the Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP)  

(Rome, 7 - 9 October 2014) 

 

Item 3: Report of the Third Ministerial Meeting on Governance and International 

Commodity Markets by the Ministerial Meeting Chairperson 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

 

2. We thank FAO for the Third Ministerial on international food prices, focusing on governance 

and commodity markets and for the related concept note. We thank as well the Chair for 

reporting to CCP the day after the meeting, this is excellent food for thought at the occasion of 

its 70th anniversary. We appreciate that this Ministerial was organised back to back with CCP70, 

as CCP itself is part of the international architecture on commodity markets. This will help 

providing new impetus to a Committee that should not only address commodity problems, but 

come forward with solutions. At this occasion we welcome the positive echo to our suggestion 

for a more forward-looking name, the Committee on Commodity Perspectives. 

 

3. While we appreciate this rapid report, we would like to come back on some issues.  

 

4. As we said during the meeting, the EU remains committed to the implementation of the G20 

Action plan on food price volatility and agriculture. We would like to recall that its key priorities 

remain relevant, including as regards governance: improving agricultural production and 

productivity, enhancing market information and transparency, strengthening the international 

policy coordination, reducing effects of price volatility for the most vulnerable, improving the 

functioning of agricultural commodity derivatives.  
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5. We underline the key role of the Agricultural Market Information System (AMIS), which indeed 

provides a model for future development. The EU is indeed the main donor for As other 

participants in the Ministerial we encourage the extension of its Membership and coverage. 

 

6. As regards stocks, we also recall the proposal of the G20 action plan on small targeted regional 

emergency humanitarian food reserves systems. The EU is indeed the main donor for the related 

pilot project developed with ECOWAS. When it comes to bigger buffer stocks, our own past 

experience in the EU, as well as global experience well documented in literature, makes us 

remain very cautious. 

 

7. When referring to governance of international commodity markets, this should be in line with 

relevant WTO provisions. WTO rules are a form of governance, and they can be improved in the 

on-going negotiations under the Doha Development Agenda. We are monitoring closely 

developments in Geneva and the coming weeks will be critical. 

 

8. Under our EU Development Policy, we support diversification to help developing countries to be 

less dependent on single commodities. EU policies also support farmers' organisations that can 

help family farmers, including smallholders, to have a better position in markets. 

 

9. Regarding the questions considered in the Ministerial meeting, we would like to recall our 

suggestion to encourage deeper insights into movements across commodity markets, both 

agricultural and other raw materials, both physical markets and financial ones. In particular, 

analysis of the impact of energy prices on the costs of production in agriculture should be 

pursued. Further cooperation between international organisations and international commodity 

bodies as well as regulatory authorities competent in this field would be welcome. 

 

10.We are looking forward for the proceedings records of the third Ministerial meeting and for the 

possibility to follow up in CCP 71. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

70th session of the Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP)  

(Rome, 7 - 9 October 2014) 

 

Item 4: State of World Agricultural Commodity Markets 

4.1 Major market developments and short-term outlook 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate country to the EU Turkey aligns itself with this statement. 

 

2. Over the most recent weeks the probability of an El Niño weather pattern, which is mentioned 

several times in the report, has been reduced by main meteorological institutes.  

 

3. One of the EU's objectives in the CAP Reform 2013 was to improve the market orientation of the 

agricultural sector. In this respect, the sugar and isoglucose production quota will expire in the EU 

by 2017. 

 

4. Referring to section D on bananas, the EU would like to add that the trade agreement between 

Ecuador and the EU has been concluded in the meantime, more specifically in July 2014. Therefore, 

the potential diversion of exports from Ecuador as mentioned in the text is no longer valid. 
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5. Finally, we refer to the outcome of the Extraordinary Meeting of the EU Council on Agriculture and 

Fisheries on 5 September 2014, which was convened following the import ban announced in 

August by one FAO member. The EU has had to take a wide and joint response to tackle the spill-

over effects linked to this ban and the instability in certain markets that such a ban will lead to in 

some sectors in the short to medium term. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

70th session of the Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP)  

(Rome, 7 - 9 October 2014) 

 

Item 4: State of World Agricultural Commodity Markets 

4.2 Medium-term agricultural outlook: trends and emerging issues 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. The EU welcomes the collaborative effort of FAO and OECD put into the yearly publication of 

the Medium Term Agricultural Outlook. It is a highly recognised work and used as a reference in 

the context of the EU Market Outlook. 

 

3. The EU would like to mention the close cooperation between OECD-FAO and European 

Commission, in particular the Institute for Prospective Technological Studies (IPTS) of the EU 

Joint Research Service in providing methodological support to the stochastic simulations with 

the Aglink-Cosimo model which are presented in the OECD-FAO Outlook. These developments 

provide a first answer to assess the potential impact of main uncertainties among major 

economic drivers on agricultural markets.  
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4. With respect to the content of the executive summary, the EU would like to draw your attention 

to the changes in the EU sugar regime. The production quotas of sugar and isoglucose will expire 

by 2017, (and not the import quotas as wrongly mentioned in the text on page 7). This is a 

further step in an improved market orientation of the sugar sector in the EU, to be seen in the 

larger framework of the CAP reform 2013. In the absence of additional market measures in 

marketing year 2013/14, stocks are decreasing in the EU but remain at a high level while a 

record production is expected in 2014/15. The European Commission will monitor the situation 

carefully in order prevent a new shortage as happened in 2010. 

 

5. We would also like to note that the executive summary does not sufficiently reflect the most 

important factors for price and margin developments of ethanol, namely the price of the 

feedstock and the price of co-products, in particular feed-prices which are projected to decline. 

Therefore, we believe that absence of the feed-price factor in the Price Projection Highlight 

section and the absence of both, the feedstock and the co-products as the main factors for ethanol 

price development in the key messages section for biofuels can be misleading and it can lead to 

some incorrect assumptions/ conclusions. (2010 – 2012 developments demonstrated that ethanol 

margins can be negative despite high oil price). 

 

6. As regards the projections on the global increase of biofuel consumption and production levels 

of biofuels, the summary does not indicate the time frame for the expected 50% increase. We 

would also note that other international organisations, such as the Renewable Energy Policy 

Network REN21 and the International Energy Agency and REN21, expect very moderate growth 

of around 20% by 2020 compared to 2013 levels, while the use of other alternatives in transport 

sector, which are not based on agriculture commodities, including electricity, are expected to 

grow at a faster rate. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

70th session of the Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP)  

(Rome, 7 - 9 October 2014) 

 

Item 5: Policy Developments 

5.1 Update on WTO agricultural negotiations 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. The 9th WTO Ministerial Conference held in Bali in December 2013 was a landmark event 

where a multilateral agreement was reached for the first time ever in the history of the WTO. 

 

3. In Bali, Ministerial Decisions were taken on issues to address specific demands of Least 

Developed Countries as well as of other developing countries on agricultural issues, including 

food security, and on the Trade Facilitation Agreement. 

 

4. Trade facilitation was the core of Bali. The Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) would reduce 

the cost of importing and exporting. It will thus increase both imports and exports, bring 

significant benefits to traders and consumers around the world, in particular in developing 

countries, and boost global economic growth. 

 

5. Unfortunately the WTO was not able to adopt the Trade Facilitation Protocol within the agreed 

deadline of 31 July to allow WTO members willing to engage in these reforms to ratify the Trade 

Facilitation Agreement – despite the overwhelming support of almost all members of the WTO. 
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6. The EU deeply regrets this and is profoundly concerned about the impact of the current situation 

on the post-Bali process, on the DDA and on the entire WTO. Developing countries and LDCs 

risk losing the most if the WTO is thrown into another impasse. 

 

7. We need to resolve the situation as quickly as possible so that discussions can resume on the 

post-Bali DDA work programme. In that sense, the EU trusts that all WTO Members are 

committed to implementing the decisions taken in Bali and will now engage constructively to 

help find a solution that respects the Bali Ministerial decisions, thereby allowing the WTO 

membership to move ahead with the post-Bali DDA work programme in coming months. 

 

8. This work programme should also include the equally important issue of a permanent solution on 

public stockholding for food security purposes. The peace clause agreed in Bali will remain in 

force until a permanent solution is found. This is an open ended solution that allows other 

developing countries to pursue their food security policies – as long as they do not negatively 

affect the right of other WTO members to pursue theirs. 

 

9. The EU firmly believes that moving ahead with the Bali decisions will allow developing 

countries to take advantage of them. Importantly, it will also allow for the conclusion of the 

Doha Development Agenda and revitalise the multilateral trading system, the only system that 

can ensure due attention is given to the interests of weak and vulnerable economies. The 

credibility not just of the Bali Ministerial but of the WTO is at stake. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

70th session of the Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP)  

(Rome, 7 - 9 October 2014) 

 

Item 5: Policy Developments 

5.3 Import surges and Special Safeguard Mechanism 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. The EU and its Member States thank the FAO for the technical note on issues related to the WTO 

negotiations on agriculture and more specifically on import surges and the Special Safeguard 

Mechanism (SSM).  

 

3. While appreciating the useful analytical work done by FAO, the EU and its Member States 

would like to point out that Rome is not the most appropriate place to discuss somewhat 

controversial and very complex issues like SSM, which is not only one of the key issues in the 

currently stalled DDA negotiations but was indeed the main reason for the breakdown of the 

negotiations in 2008. 

 

4. Besides the development aspect one must also pay attention to the potentially trade restrictive 

nature of the SSM on normal trade flows, in particular if used in an excessive manner.  

 

5. Also, SSM should be seen together with a number of existing mechanisms already available in 

case of import surges. For these reasons we believe that engaging into a technical debate here 

would be counterproductive and we suggest leaving the discussion to the WTO in the context of 

the ongoing multilateral trade liberalisation round. 
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6. The EU and its Member States propose that this position would also be reflected in the suggested 

follow-up action by the Committee which should not go beyond market outlook analysis. Any 

discussions or dialogue on appropriate trade policy actions in the face of a hike in imports, 

potentially having disruptive macroeconomic effects, should be pursued in WTO not in CCP. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

__________________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

70th session of the Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP)  

(Rome, 7 - 9 October 2014) 

 

Item 6: Reform of the CCP and Subsidiary Bodies 

6.1 Proposed amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Committee on 

Commodity Problems 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We would like to thank the CCP Bureau for its excellent work on the proposed amendments to 

CCP’s rules. We agree that an enlarged Bureau of seven members is desirable both to ensure 

equal representation of the regional groups and to align CCP’s own rules with COFI, COFO and 

COAG. Such an enlarged Bureau will have better capacity to carry out the valuable function of 

assisting with the preparation of the Committee’s sessions as well as being responsible for the 

running of those sessions. We would also like to see that Bureau members exercise their 

functions in close consultation with the Regional Groups they represent.  

 

3. We insist that nominations for the office of chair be based on merits and cost efficiency. We also 

consider that such nominations need to be submitted at least 30 days before the beginning of the 

session. The Chairperson should continuously and effectively liaise with the Secretariat, as is 

stated in the working methods within the MYPOW. We also agree that it is sensible for Bureau 

members other than the Chairperson to be elected in their capacity as Member Nation 

representatives, and that given the Chairperson will instead be elected in a personal capacity, 

appropriate rotation schemes are to be considered. We are content that the First Vice-

Chairperson be nominated by the Bureau and that this First Vice-Chair replace the Chairperson if 

the Chairperson is prevented from exercising his or her functions as proposed in new rule I.5. 
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4. However, we are concerned that there is currently a lack of clarity in the rules on what happens if 

the Vice-Chair has to take over the role of Chairperson. Would this mean that the Bureau would 

function with one less Member until the end of the next Committee meeting when a new Bureau 

is elected? If so, we consider that a further amendment making this clear could be usefully added 

to the end of Rule I.5. 

 

5. Alternatively, in order to avoid a situation where the Bureau is one member short until the end of 

the next Committee meeting, the Member Nation of the original Chairperson could nominate a 

new representative to act as Bureau Member in the stead of the first Vice-Chairperson, and the 

rules should be further amended to make this clear. 

 

6. In the context of this discussion on the Rules of Procedure, we would like to repeat the 

suggestion we made yesterday morning in our reaction to the report of the Ministerial meeting. 

In fact, since we consider that the Committee should take a more forward-looking approach to 

commodity problems, we have suggested changing its name into ‘Committee on Commodity 

Perspectives’. We have noted that this suggestion has been generally welcomed and we would be 

grateful for the Secretariat to take this forward. 

 

7. Finally, we support the change to the rule on the Committee’s reports which is a necessary 

consequential amendment following the Conference’s amendments to the Organisation’s 

Constitution and the General Rules at its thirty-sixth session. 

 

8. With the minor amendment for further clarity we suggest on Rule I.5, we can support the 

adoption of these amendments to the Rules of Procedure and thank the Bureau again for its work. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

70th session of the Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP)  

(Rome, 7 - 9 October 2014) 

 

Item 6: Reform of the CCP and Subsidiary Bodies 

6.2 Review of the CCP Subsidiary Bodies 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. The EU welcomes a discussion on the role of the Sub-Committee on Surplus Disposal (CSSD) 

and supports the approach proposed, consisting of the establishment of a Working Group, which 

should report within a year, and the convening of a special session of the CCP to consider its 

recommendations. 

 

3. The EU agrees with the assessment that present market conditions are less likely to result in the 

generation of surpluses and situations of oversupply. Nevertheless, the EU recognises that such 

situations may arise in the future and that, in the absence of a suitable monitoring mechanism, 

unwarranted disposal of surpluses could occur which could negatively impact on domestic 

markets in developing countries. 

 

4. More specifically on the role of the CSSD in the context of WTO commitments, the EU is of the 

view that CSSD's ability to monitor food aid transactions of Member Nations should be 

reinforced. This is particularly important in light of preventing the circumvention of WTO export 

subsidy commitments as laid down in Article 10.4(b) of the Uruguay Round Agreement on 

Agriculture. 
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5. The WTO Bali Ministerial Declaration of 7 December 2013 on export competition commits 

Members to enhance transparency and to improve monitoring in relation to all forms of export 

subsidies and all export measures with equivalent effect, in order to support the ongoing policy 

reform process. International food aid, if provided inappropriately, could include elements with 

the effect of export subsidies. 

6. Whilst the EU remains committed to completing negotiations in Geneva to effectively pursue the 

Bali goal, nevertheless improved monitoring by the CSSD is particularly important and should 

cover all potentially trade distorting elements of food aid. 

7. I would also underline the importance of coordination of work between different institutions in 

order to avoid overlaps. In that sense, I agree that CSSD should establish a regular schedule for 

reporting to the WTO Committee on Agriculture. Also, the Food Assistance Convention (FAC) 

promotes local and regional purchase of food and other components of food assistance and 

untied cash-based food assistance. Members report annually on their commitments and how they 

have applied these principles. Reporting needed under the CSSD should complement that which 

is already gathered under the FAC. 

8. Regarding the review of the Intergovernmental Commodity Groups (IGGs), we agree that the 

IGG on tea continues to meet on a regular basis and the IGGs for Jute, Kenaf and Allied fibres 

meet on a regular basis although with a cost savings in perspective. All other IGGs (grains, meat, 

bananas/tropical fruits and citrus) should meet only when necessary. Regarding the procedure to 

apply to call a meeting, the CCP Bureau should evaluate the need or otherwise on the basis of 

requesting country and the urgency of the matter. We might also consider to have an overview of 

all IGGs back to back with CCP every 2 years. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

70th session of the Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP)  

(Rome, 7 - 9 October 2014) 

 

Item 6: Reform of the CCP and Subsidiary Bodies 

6.3 International Rice Commission 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. In view of the information provided in the Secretariat document on this agenda item, we 

welcome the decision of the International Rice Commission to suspend its activities - as was 

recommended by the Independent External Evaluation of FAO in 2007. 

 

3. There is no doubt that rice is of tremendous importance to global food security: in many member 

countries of the FAO it is the staple food and in the coming decades demand for rice will keep 

growing throughout the world. 

 

4. We therefore fully share FAO's commitment when it comes to enhancing sustainable production 

and consumption of rice, particularly in view of the challenges posed by climate change.  

 

5. We note that a significant number of specialised bodies deals exclusively with a full range of 

issues relating to rice, including under the umbrella of the Consultative Group on International 

Agricultural Research (CGIAR). 

 

6. We agree that FAO, whenever a significant global issue on rice emerges, should address such an 

issue as appropriate.  
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7. However, we have concerns about the recommendation to include a standing item on rice in the 

agenda of the regular sessions of the CCP. In our opinion, we should avoid any such systematic 

approach - also because this could be perceived as setting a precedent with regard to other 

important crops. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

___________________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

70th session of the Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP)  

(Rome, 7 - 9 October 2014) 

 

Item 7: International Action on Agricultural Commodities 

7.1 FAO’s work programme in trade and markets under the Reviewed Strategic 

Framework 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We welcome FAO's work on global market information, monitoring and analysis and the regular 

updates on supply and demand balances which have periodically fed to the Agricultural Market 

Information System (AMIS). AMIS now is a recognised tool, which has contributed to reduce 

price volatility in recent years since its launch. The joint work programme with OECD is also 

welcomed, including the identified topical themes. The EU would want to see the work of 

MAFAP (Monitoring African Food and Agricultural Policies) mainstreamed in the 2014-17 

priorities, to follow up on the African Union year for agriculture and the Malabo Declaration – 

especially as regards intra-regional trade in Africa which remains amongst the lowest across the 

regional blocs. In addition, more analytical work linked to the post 2015 agenda would be 

necessary in the run up to the 2015 UN General Assembly. 
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3. For the priorities of work 2014-2017, we agree on an improved version of the Global 

Information and Early Warning system (GIEWS) price tool and work on climate change and 

impact effects on trade and market patterns. Analytical work on vulnerability analysis due to 

climate shocks will need to be stepped up and the EU is willing to collaborate closely with FAO 

through its Resilience Action Plan.  Moreover, follow up action on helping governments and 

relevant stakeholders to develop climate adaptation policies that integrate trade and inclusive 

growth should ideally be mainstreamed in existing processes and fora, and be coherent with 

climate-smart agriculture approaches. The EU also agrees that more work should be explored on 

inclusive value chain partnerships for sustainable commodity trade, highlighting the three 

dimensions of sustainability within the post 2015 context. In the context of the International Year 

of Family Farming which is nearing its end, it would also be ideal to boost detailed analysis of 

determinants of family farms' integration in markets and how to enhance transparency across 

value chains and not limit to smallholders. 

 

4. On strategic objective 4, the document refers to policy advice of changes to trade agreements and 

the formulation of new agreements. For the next 2-3 years, it is rather recommended to have a 

priority setting on analysis, including methodologies and synergies with research bodies. To 

remain neutral, FAO should not expose itself in on-going bilateral trade negotiations. By 

contrast, FAO's analytical work on capacity building, especially for WTO accessions, as well as 

cooperation on assessing the economic effects of implementing trade agreements is welcomed. 

We encourage stronger cooperation with WTO while at the same time ensuring that the functions 

of the two organizations do not overlap. 

 

5. On the Inter-Governmental Groups (IGG), the EU would like to see more analysis on the impact 

of development projects on smallholder integration in commodity markets as recommended in 

the 69th session of CCP as this could feed into the work plan for 2014-2017 in terms of scaling 

up of best practices and synergies with ongoing value chain development with other International 

Organisations (IOs). 
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6. A final word of thanks to outgoing Director, David Hallam who has been an exemplary leader of 

the Trade and Markets Division and who was instrumental in the robustness of the technical 

quality, knowledge and services stemming from the Division in the past years, including work in 

G20 as part of the Action Plan on Food Price Volatility and Agriculture. We all wish David a 

rewarding retirement. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

70th session of the Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP)  

(Rome, 7 - 9 October 2014) 

 

Item 7.2: Multi-year Programme of Work of the Committee (MYPOW) 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honored to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We take note of the progress report of the CCP Multi-Year Programme of work 2012-2016 and 

welcome the brief and short overview over the actions the Committee has undertaken during the 

last biennium. We commend in particular the Committee’s efforts to develop a harmonised and 

consistent proposal for the Rules of Procedure. With satisfaction, we also note the endeavour for 

improved governance by a more integrated consultation process of the Committee.  

 

3. With appreciation we also take note of the Committee’s actions to provide advice on global 

policy and regulatory matters by organising an informal seminar for FAO Permanent 

Representatives as well as three high level events on the important issues of international food 

prices and price volatility. 

 

4. We acknowledge the progress having been made so far in raising efficiency and effectiveness of 

the Committee. In spite of the efforts in implementing the MYPOW 2012-2016 we think that 

further actions need to be taken and fully enhance the recommendations for further improvement 

of the MYPOW. Hence we look forward to the next progress report. 
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5. We consider the MYPOW to be a good instrument providing the basis for the work of the 

Committee. And we expect the MYPOW to be further elaborated and refined in the light of the 

inter-sessional work by the Bureau and informed by a continuous close contact with the regional 

members of the Committee. For the next period 2016 – 2019 we would request the Secretariat 

and the Bureau to develop a draft of MYPOW which should be discussed at the next Committee 

session in two years. This draft should clearly state the overall responsibility of the CCP chair to 

lead the intersessional work, with the full participation of the Bureau, for a more efficient CCP. 

 

6. We reiterate our expectation towards the Commission on Commodity Problems to be a central 

body for multilateral processes on global agricultural commodity issues. We request CCP to 

follow a participatory approach by involving all stakeholders – such as the UN system, other 

international organisations, academia and research institutions, civil society as well as the private 

sector.  

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

________________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

70th session of the Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP)  

(Rome, 7 - 9 October 2014) 

 

Item 7: International Action on Agricultural Commodities 

7.3 OECD-FAO partnership on medium-term projections 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We welcome the valuable work of the OECD and FAO partnership in producing authoritative 

annual medium term projections for global agricultural markets. This work is highly recognised 

internationally and, for example, is used extensively as a reference in the context of the EU 

Market Outlook. 

 

3. We fully recognise the importance of the ongoing collaboration between the OECD and FAO 

and greatly value its extensive geographic and commodity coverage, as well as the continuous 

efforts to expand and enhance the model capabilities. 

 

4. Over time, as agricultural production shifts, a growing number of FAO’s Member States are 

becoming more important in terms of the model coverage. This will mean it is essential to find 

ways for FAO Member States to become involved with the COSIMO module, as OECD country-

collaborators do with the AGLINK module.  

 

5. The AGLINK-COSIMO model is a valuable tool in its own right; allowing countries to perform 

their own scenario analysis. Several countries have used this model to examine a number of 

future market and policy scenarios to inform policy making. 
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6. Whilst it is clear that the baseline outlook is a flagship publication, there are naturally large 

uncertainties when projecting 10 years ahead. Scenario analysis around key drivers of 

agricultural markets should therefore be a focus of future collaborative efforts between FAO and 

OECD in order to inform policy development. The stochastic simulations with the AGLINK-

COSIMO model which are presented in the OECD-FAO Outlook, and which for the last two 

years was carried out by the EU Joint Research Centre, Institute for Prospective Technological 

Studies (JRC-IPTS), are also a valuable step to assess the potential impact of the main 

uncertainties among major economic drivers on agricultural markets. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

70th session of the Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP)  

(Rome, 7 - 9 October 2014) 

 

Item 7: International Action on Agricultural Commodities 

7.5 Progress report on the Agricultural Market Information System (AMIS) 

 

Ms/Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

 

2. We welcome the progress achieved by AMIS and thank all partners who actively contribute to its 

success. We reiterate our full commitment to this key initiative that clearly improves market 

information and transparency, as well as policy coordination.  

 

3. Indeed, as was underlined in this week's Ministerial on governance and commodity markets, 

AMIS is the only new institutional response to changing markets and it provides a model for 

future development. Further participation beyond G20 members is welcome. Resources 

permitting, we also encourage extension of (commodity) coverage. 

 

4. The monthly AMIS market monitor has become a benchmark and we appreciate the added 

features, especially the contribution of GEOGLAM. The research work provided interesting 

insights, especially on feed and stocks. The Market Information Group as well as the Rapid 

Response Forum need to be kept informed of on-going work for research and policy indicators, 

and consulted on topics.  
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5. The key role of the Rapid Response Forum (RRF) in enhancing policy coordination needs to be 

further underlined. In addition to policy dialogue mentioned in the progress report, the reference 

to meetings in Canberra is missing. We appreciated that the Australian Presidency of the G 20 

consulted the RRF and other agricultural experts, including those of the Committee on World 

Food Security, for the review on food and nutrition security carried out under the development 

work stream. Such collaboration further improves policy coordination and coherence on both 

development and agricultural policies. 

6. We are looking forward for the meeting of the AMIS market information group later this week. 

Having it back to back with CCP 70 also enhances synergies. We thank the Australian 

Presidency, and wish all the best to Turkey for its G20 Presidency and to the United Kingdom 

for its Presidency of AMIS. 

 

Thank you Ms/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________ 
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