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Agenda Item 6b 

Synthesis Report of the Evaluations of WFP's Emergency 

Preparedness and Response 

 

 

Mister President, 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  

 

We welcome this synthesis, which highlights some of the more important 

recommendations to have come out of recent strategic evaluations 

related to emergency preparedness and response. This is particularly 

pertinent as we receive warnings on the possible impact of El Niño in the 

coming months, where preparedness and advance action by WFP and 

the donor community can save lives and livelihoods before it turns into a 

crisis. 

 

We are concerned, in particular, at the finding in relation to cross-cutting 

issues and urge WFP to do more to ensure that issues such as gender, 

protection and accountability to affected populations receive greater 

attention in emergency preparedness. We expressed our support, during 

the May Board, for WFP's new Gender Policy and we have high hopes 

that this will translate into improvements both internally and 

operationally. 

 

In February of this year, we commented extensively on the Evaluation 

Report of WFP's Cash and Voucher Policy. Since then the EU has 

issued Council Conclusions on the use of cash in response to 

humanitarian needs and we continue to encourage WFP to scale up its 
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use of cash-based assistance, in particular unrestricted cash, where 

feasible and appropriate. We are reassured to see the progress being 

made by WFP in this direction and remain convinced that a response 

that addresses the basic needs of the most vulnerable through cash-

based assistance is very often in the interests of both donors and 

beneficiaries. The choice of response should be accompanied by a solid 

response analysis using the tools developed by WFP for this purpose 

and having recourse, where needed, to appropriate technical advice and 

support. 

 

We are reassured by the positive view of the evaluation on investments 

in clusters, particularly given WFP's leading role in the logistics, food 

security and emergency telecommunications clusters. We also welcome, 

in particular in view of the upcoming World Humanitarian Summit, 

progress being made, albeit inconsistently, to develop local and national 

capacity and we would encourage WFP to continue to work towards this 

end.  

 

Finally, we share the concern expressed by the evaluation team that 

response to lower level emergencies should not be overshadowed by the 

focus of attention on L3 emergencies and that we must collectively find 

ways of achieving sustainable funding for protracted crises. In this 

regard, we highlight the value for WFP of non-directed multilateral 

contributions.  

 

We encourage WFP to further strengthen the leadership and staff skills 

needed to enhance the emergency preparedness and response. 

 

Thank you, Mister President. 


