
World Food Programme Executive Board  9-12 November 2015    
 

Agenda Item 6a 

Summary Evaluation Report of the Nutrition Policy (2012-2014) 

 

Mister President, 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  

 

We welcome this evaluation, which we feel successfully and clearly 

highlights the main achievements as well as the weaknesses and gaps in 

WFP's nutrition policy. We are happy to see that WFP has agreed to all 

recommendations and for many of these, steps are under way to 

improve implementation of the policy. We would like to highlight a 

number of points, where we will be particularly interested in following 

progress.  

 

We feel that multi-sector and multi-stakeholder approaches and 

strategies are key to bolstering the long-term sustainability of 

investments in nutrition, including preventive programmes. We will watch 

with interest to see how nutrition considerations are integrated into other 

WFP policies and guidelines, including the partnership policy, and 

disseminated. We urge WFP to ensure that guidance is timely and 

compatible with the latest developments and evidence. We also consider 

it important to address the problem of obesity and overweight as part of 

the “double burden” of malnutrition. The evaluation highlights in particular 

the scope for cross-fertilization between nutrition and cash and voucher 

policies and the urgent need to better integrate gender, taking into 

account new gender policy. Embedding nutrition objectives at outcome 

level in the next Strategic Plan is a positive step. 
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This is closely linked to nutrition-sensitive interventions, where the 

evaluation identifies gaps in guidance on how such interventions should 

be programmed, leading ultimately to difficulties in the design, 

implementation and monitoring of such programmes and we encourage 

WFP to further enhance monitoring and evaluation activities. 

 

We are concerned that nutrition programmes seem to be reaching fewer 

beneficiaries than intended and we encourage WFP to improve its 

forecasts of impact and coverage.   

 

We encourage WFP to work with other agencies to ensure that nutrition 

is addressed in a multi-sectoral way and continues to attract sustainable 

funding and interest. We expect WFP to use its strength within the 

humanitarian system to play its part in ensuring that global nutrition 

mechanisms reach their potential and that the expertise of individual 

agencies is properly exploited, in line with their respective strengths. We 

welcome the report's conclusion that WFP is committed to nutrition 

coordination within the UN and through other initiatives such as SUN and 

REACH – we see WFP as having a role in ensuring that REACH 

supports SUN objectives through a clearer and coordinated division of 

labour among UN partners in the field. 

 

We welcome that WFP has been quick to identify areas for operational 

research and we are pleased to see the inclusion of the effectiveness of 

supplementary feeding programmes in preventing malnutrition in this list. 

We underline the need to ensure that the approaches and policies 

proposed are supported by evidence and we welcome all efforts to 

improve the collective knowledge of evidence based and effective 

programming. Partnership with international and national research 
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bodies should then be encouraged. 

 

We look forward to full implementation of the recommendations in 

accordance with the timeline foreseen.   

 

Thank you, Mister President 


