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Agenda Item 5c 
Policy on Building Resilience for Food Security and Nutrition 

 
 
Mister President, 
 
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  
 
We welcome WFP's policy on resilience and recognise the progress that 
has already been made to design programmes from a resilience 
perspective. We recognise in particular the potential of resilience to 
contribute to the goal of Zero Hunger and to mitigating the damaging 
effects of shocks and stressors on the most vulnerable. 
 
Humanitarian responses to crises have saved lives and helped to restore 
livelihoods, but too often they have stopped short at addressing 
underlying vulnerabilities, leaving people at risk to the next shock or 
crisis. We welcome therefore the thrust of the policy, which favours a 
sustainable, context-specific, multi-sector, people-centred approach and 
the need to engage with governments and to enhance capacities among 
all stakeholders and to foster partnerships. Such an approach will 
ultimately mitigate the risks of crises recurring, be more cost-effective 
and will benefit those who are among the poorest and most vulnerable 
and whose lives are beset by recurrent disasters and shocks.    
   
WFP's comparative advantage in food and nutrition security is 
recognised as are the potential benefits and effectiveness of food and 
nutrition programmes in enhancing resilience and reducing vulnerability, 
a point recalled in the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
2015-2030. We appreciate that WFP targets outcomes that relate to food 
security and nutrition, but their such interventions will necessarily have a 
wider impact, which further enhances the resilience of affected groups.  
 
We would also like to commend the work undertaken by WFP together 
with FAO and IFAD in developing a common approach to resilience, 
which recognises the individual strengths and approaches of each 
agency. We note the Committee on World Food Security's work on 
protracted crises and, recognising the challenges of building resilience in 
such contexts, we urge WFP to engage in this process and to pay 
particular attention to improving resilience in these situations. Situations 
of conflict, displacement and urban environments throw up particular 
challenges and we are pleased to see that WFP is cognizant of this.  
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We are pleased to see a resilience policy that addresses gender and 
protection concerns. We believe that considering gender and protection 
improves the quality and effectiveness of humanitarian assistance 
programmes and ensures that they are designed to meet needs in a 
gender-sensitive way. 
 
We hope that the adoption of the resilience policy will give even greater 
impetus to WFP's work in this area and we look forward to its 
implementation in a way that favours multi-sector solutions, that 
addresses underlying causes and that keeps vulnerable people at its 
centre.  
 
In conclusion, we welcome this policy, which we feel is coherent with the 
EU's policy and Action Plan on Resilience, the aim of which is to have a 
positive impact on the design and implementation of humanitarian and 
development programmes. In this respect, the EU Resilience 
Compendium, published this year, gathers together some examples of 
best practice from the EU and beyond.  
    
 
 
Thank you, Mister President. 
 
 


