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Agenda Item 4b 

Update on WFP's Role in the Collective Humanitarian Response 

 

Mister President, 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  

 

We thank the Board for this update, which identifies the key issues faced 

by the current humanitarian response model.  

 

We are pleased to note a number of successes. WFP's support to the 

Ebola response through the activation of the integrated services platform 

or, for instance, the successful coordination with WHO and other 

partners was exemplary. We welcome WFP's engagement, at senior 

level, in the international processes that will shape the future of 

humanitarian and development environments. At an operational level, we 

consider that recourse to WFP's mobile vulnerability assessment and 

mapping (mVAM) is a timely and innovative use of technology to boost 

effectiveness of response and safety of staff. We recognise also the 

positive role of the UN Humanitarian Response Depots (UNHRD) and 

the UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS). 

 

However, we also have some concerns. Despite WFP's leading role in 

the development and roll-out of guidance on inter-agency cooperation, 

notably in the context of the IASC Transformative Agenda, we still 

witness competition between agencies for resources and insufficient 

coordination and cooperation between agencies at field level. We would 

like to see commitments at corporate level better reflected in the field. 

Such failures are detrimental to the success of humanitarian actions and 
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do not represent the best use of scarce resources. 

 

We recognise that there is pressure on funding and we take note that 

WFP received funding to cover about 66% of identified needs. We 

appreciate the difficulties in accurately projecting needs, but we would 

urge WFP to ensure that projections are constantly re-evaluated and that 

strategies and plans remain needs-based.  

 

Finally we share WFP's concerns on the politicization of aid and we 

support WFP in its efforts to ensure principled humanitarian action. We 

welcome WFP's continued attention to protection, proximity, 

accountability to affected populations and to gender mainstreaming and 

we are pleased to see the work being done by WFP to address the 

particular situation of the urban food insecure.  

 

 

Thank you, Mister President 

 


