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ANNEX III 

 

 

Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 6: Appointment of the Director General 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate country to the EU Turkey aligns itself with this statement. 

2. On behalf of the EU and its 28 Member States we would like to congratulate the Director 

General on his re-election. A first term is challenging as it means starting up initiatives, but a 

second term is not less demanding, as it is the time to keep up the momentum and obtain 

results. For the EU and its 28 Member States, the EU-FAO partnership continues to be very 

important and we remain fully committed to lending our support to FAO’s activities in the 

years ahead. 

3. We are convinced that a reinvigorated FAO - together with WFP and IFAD - is well placed to 

demonstrate leadership in the international debate on sustainable agriculture, food production, 

combating hunger and malnutrition, and ensuring food security. We therefore have high 

expectations of FAO playing a crucial role in the context of the post-2015 development 

agenda and the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

4. In our era of globalisation and fast developments in the outside world it is important for FAO 

to adapt continuously to emerging challenges and changing demands in order to maintain its 

relevance. We commend the Director General  for the recent exercise of prioritisation, in 

particular as regards  nutrition, management of natural resources and climate change.  
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5. One area in which FAO could do more is the development of partnerships with the private 

sector, civil society, the research community and academia. Another area is better 

coordination and extended cooperation with the Rome Based Agencies (RBAs), both at 

headquarters and in the field. We hear the right words and we see encouraging steps, but 

surely there is scope for more. The importance of coordination also extends to other 

international organisations and financial institutions. Furthermore, a strong collaboration with 

the CFS is ever more important, as also FAO is needed to implement the policy 

recommendations and guidelines that have been agreed upon in that multi-stakeholder body. 

6. We would like to build upon FAO’s technical expertise as part of its traditional mandate and 

global leadership to avoid any erosion in areas like forestry and fisheries where FAO plays a 

key role at global level. To this end the technical departments need adequate internal support. 

7. Madam/Mr Chairperson, a dynamic FAO operating in a dynamic environment needs high 

quality staff who are pro-active in promoting FAO’s knowledge and norms among all 

stakeholders.  Greater emphasis should be placed on merit, including transparent recruitment 

procedures.  Gender equity is vital to unleash talent. Seeking added value should be promoted, 

learning encouraged and mobility enhanced; reaching out to the world outside FAO should be 

appreciated. In the DG’s first term, important steps have been taken, but we must keep up the 

momentum.  

8. In order to consolidate and build on the recent reforms, the organisation needs committed and 

motivated staff. To this end, we expect a respectful and constructive social dialogue between 

FAO management and staff. 

9. Madam/Mr Chairperson, we again congratulate Mr Graziano da Silva on his re-election and 

we look forward to a constructive cooperation with him during his second term. 

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson.  

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 10 Review of the state of food and agriculture 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate country to the EU Turkey aligns itself with this statement. 

2. We thank FAO for the preview of the State of Food and Agriculture 2015 (SOFA 2015) with 

its update on trends and issues relating to poverty, in particular rural poverty, and 

undernutrition. 

3. We welcome the theme of the SOFA 2015. The links between social protection and 

productive support deserve more attention in the years to come. While the two policy tracks 

are usually developed and implemented independently, their potential synergies and 

complementarities call for closer interaction, with a view to accelerating the reduction of rural 

poverty.  

4. Further analysis should consider the relationship between social policy and food security. 

This important issue has been discussed by the CFS during its 39
th
 session in 2012, based on 

an HLPE report. 

5. The EU and its Member States are the major providers of global assistance for rural 

development, food security and nutrition. In the context of the EU's food security policy, 

social transfers are regarded as an important tool that is used to increase resilience and reduce 

food and nutrition insecurity. 
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6. In 2012 alone, the EU and its Member States spent at least €210 million on 94 programmes in 

40 countries to strengthen social safety nets for food and nutrition security (to which relevant 

emergency interventions, and corresponding funds, could be added). 

7. In the light of our experience with these programmes, we share the FAO analysis that ‘Social 

protection can effectively reduce poverty and food insecurity, build resilience, and help 

catalyse agricultural and rural development'. We call for greater efforts to provide coverage 

for the poorest, especially in rural areas. 

8. Initially, most of these programmes focussed on conditional social transfers, and we see a 

gradual integration of these social transfers into wider social protection programmes. Within 

such a "comprehensive approach" the role of partnerships and task division is crucially 

important. FAO could be part of such partnerships, where appropriate, but always within its 

core mandate related to food and nutrition security. 

9. As has been stated in the SOFA preview, the relative weight of social protection versus other 

measures designed to alleviate food insecurity and malnutrition remains an open question. 

This has implications for agriculture policy choices and budgetary allocations in many 

countries, keeping in mind policy coherence. Building more knowledge to assist decision 

making in this respect would be welcome.  

10. We look forward to the launch of the 2015 SOFA report and to further analysis and 

discussions on the links between social protection, rural production and food security. As this 

topic encompasses fields outside the FAO’s traditional areas of responsibility, we expect that 

this work will be undertaken in close cooperation with a range of partners, both within and 

outside the UN institutions. 

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 11.4 Report of the 29th Regional Conference for Europe (Bucharest, Romania, 1-4 

April 2014) 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

aligns itself with this statement. 

2. We endorse the comprehensive and detailed Report of the 29th Session of the Regional 

Conference for Europe.  

3. The Regional Conference, kindly hosted by the Government of Romania in Bucharest in April 

last year, was very useful and attracted wide participation, with ministers and high 

representatives from most of the Members in the region attending. 

4. We support the conclusions taken at the Regional Conference, especially those in relation to the 

ministerial round table on food losses and waste, and those related to Decentralisation and the 

Decentralised Offices Network.  
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5. In relation to the food security work in the region, we would like to stress once more our request 

for FAO to address food security, including food security assessments, more prominently, in line 

with the Voluntary Guidelines to support the progressive realization of the right to adequate food 

in the context of national food security. We further wish to recall the importance of two landmark 

CFS products, namely the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of 

Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security (VGGT) and the Principles 

for Responsible Investment in Agriculture and Food Systems (RAI). 

6. Concerning the priorities in the region, we have endorsed the regional activities proposed at the 

Regional Conference and would like to emphasise that future work in the region has to 

concentrate on the focus countries that have been identified and ensure the efficient use of 

resources by working together with other organisations and civil society and by building public-

private partnerships. We recall FAO 's important role as a neutral and inclusive forum. 

7. Regarding the new regional initiative on "Agri-Food Trade and Regional Integration", we 

acknowledge the importance of further deepening partnerships. To that end, FAO should work 

closely with other organisation, in particular WTO. We would also like to reiterate  that FAO 

work on trade-related issues requires a cautious and balanced approach, and should not interfere 

with on-going trade negotiations. In our view, quantitative analysis of specific trade agreements 

would go beyond both FAO's mandate and FAO's resources. 

8. Finally, we are looking forward to the implementation of the new arrangements decided in 

Bucharest to prepare the European Regional Conference in Turkey next year.  

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 12.1 Report of the 31
st
 session of the Committee on Fisheries (9-13 June 2015) 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU Albania and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

2. We welcome the large and active participation by FAO members in the 31st session of the 

Committee on Fisheries (COFI), a trend we hope will continue in future. We encourage COFI 

to further strengthen its input to FAO decision-making by providing clearer recommendations 

to FAO 's governing bodies. 

3. We commend the FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department on its excellent work in 

producing the SOFIA publication and encourage it to continue reporting on the state of world 

fisheries and aquaculture. With a view to the completion of SOFIA reporting, the EU and its 

Member States would encourage the FAO to develop further the diagnosis of production 

trends and provide more information on fleet capacity. The FAO should also provide more 

support to countries on data collection and quality. 

4. We welcome the endorsement by COFI of the Voluntary Guidelines on Securing Sustainable 

Small-Scale Fisheries. Increased attention to the role of small-scale fisheries is essential both 

for food security and for promoting economic growth in coastal areas. These Guidelines 

address a wide range of issues relevant to small-scale fisheries and aim to secure sustainable 

use of fishery resources. They will be an important complement to the Code of Conduct for 

Responsible Fisheries. We agree with the development of implementation strategies for the 

Guidelines at various levels, including local, national and regional levels. 
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5. We welcome the endorsement of the Voluntary Guidelines on Flag State Performance. This 

instrument, albeit voluntary, is of high political importance in the fight against illegal, 

unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing.  

6. We are also pleased to note the broad support within COFI for the establishment of a Global 

Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels, including the 

use of the IMO number as a unique vessel identifier for phase 1 of its development. We will 

continue to give active support to the development of the Global Record and cooperate with 

the FAO on its development and implementation, in particular in the fields of technical 

guidance and advice, evaluation of the Global Record prototype and testing of data exchange. 

The maintenance costs of the Global Register system should be assessed and addressed by the 

FAO with due regard to the principle of cost-efficiency. 

7. We would like to stress once again the importance we attach to the entry into force of the 

Agreement on Port State Measures and invite all States to ratify or accede to it as soon as 

possible, as the measures provided for in the Agreement will only be truly effective in 

combating IUU fishing if and when they are enforced worldwide in a comprehensive, uniform 

and transparent manner. 

8. In addition to these important elements in the fight against IUU, we would emphasise the 

value of catch documentation schemes in combatting IUU fishing. We fully support the 

decision by COFI to convene an expert consultation to develop guidelines on Catch 

Documentation Schemes, taking into account existing schemes. CDS are the best tools for 

ensuring full traceability of fishery products as catch certificates provide the means to identify 

illegal consignments and subsequently prevent them from being imported.  

9. We welcome COFI’s approval of the Evaluation Framework for assessing conformity of 

public and private certification schemes with the FAO guidelines on aquaculture certification. 

10. We appreciate the fact that COFI also addressed the issue of bycatch management and 

reduction of discards, in line with the obligations under the EU's reformed Common Fisheries 

Policy, and asked the FAO to continue its efforts to implement effectively the International 

Guidelines on Bycatch and Reduction of Discards and look into ways of addressing more 

successfully the problem of abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear (ALDFG). 
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11. Lastly, we welcome the FAO Blue Growth Initiative which recognises the contribution of 

aquatic resources to food security. We encourage the FAO to work on the prioritisation of this 

initiative to make it more effective. 

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_____________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 12.2 Report of the 22nd session of the Committee on Forestry (23-27 June 2014) 

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU Albania and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

2. We endorse the report, which highlights in particular the importance of forests and the multiple 

environmental and socioeconomic benefits they provide.  

3. We welcome the publication of the State of the World’s Forests 2014, with its focus on the 

socioeconomic benefits of forests and its central message about the importance of forests for 

sustainable development, in particular because the quantification of socioeconomic benefits is a 

complex exercise. Further work is needed to assist countries in upgrading their system for 

collection and analysis of socioeconomic data on forests, so as to ensure that the full range of 

socioeconomic benefits are quantified.  

4. The publication of this report comes at a very crucial juncture, as the international community is 

engaged in the finalisation and adoption of sustainable development goals (SDGs) as part of the 

post-2015 development agenda. 

5. Forests are linked to a range of other priorities in the development of the SDGs. Furthermore, the 

international community has to take note of the resolution adopted in May 2015 by the United 

Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF) beyond 

2015 and that has to be further adopted by ECOSOC.  
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6. We welcome the contribution FAO has made to global processes and initiatives. Under FAO's 

leadership, the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CFP) has contributed to fostering inter-

agency cooperation within and outside the UN system on forest-related matters and has 

supported the work of the UNFF. Following the direction designed at global level at UNFF, 

we firmly encourage FAO, in cooperation with the members of CFP, to strenghthen the 

partnership and to continue in this direction in the future.  

7. FAO can also make an important contribution to initiatives such as the Zero Hunger Challenge 

and the Zero Illegal Deforestation Initiative. In this respect we underline the importance of the 

work of the CFS HLPE on the 2017 report on ‘Sustainable forestry for food security and 

nutrition’.  

8. The challenge of achieving zero illegal deforestation requires, above all, stronger land 

governance, secure land tenure and more integrated land-use planning, particularly between the 

agricultural and the forestry sectors. We welcome the recommendation by COFO to expand 

FAO work in this area and recognise FAO’s role and unique position in supporting member 

countries on these matters.    

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

Item 12.3 Report of the 24th session of the Committee on Agriculture (29 September-3 October 

2014) 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU Albania and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

2. In the context of climate change and the sustainable management of natural resources, 

agriculture and food systems will more than ever have to contribute to food security and 

nutrition while being more sustainable. We endorse the report, which shows that the 

Committee on Agriculture (COAG) fully integrates economic, environmental and social 

sustainability with production and takes into account climate change. We are also pleased with 

the support given to the integration of activities related to family farming.  

3. We want to underline the high value of the normative work done by FAO, in particular on food 

safety, sanitary and phytosanitary standards within the Codex Alimentarius and through the 

International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), as well as regarding the conservation and 

management of plant, animal forest and aquatic genetic resources.  
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4. Development of a sustainable livestock sector deserves further attention and dialogue. In this 

spirit we can in general support the Global Agenda for Sustainable Livestock (GASL) as a 

multi-stakeholder dialogue aimed at improving the sustainability of the livestock sector. We 

look forward to receiving concrete suggestions for solutions in the three focus areas. Good 

linkage with other relevant initiatives and partners, such as the World Organisation for 

Animal Health (OIE) and the World Bank inter alia, is key.  

5. We need to go beyond GASL in raising the profile of the global dialogue on a sustainable 

livestock sector in the deliberations of the FAO governing bodies. That is why we reiterate 

our call for further discussion on the best options for achieving this goal, based on a clear 

proposal to be presented at the next session of COAG.  

6. Regarding transboundary animal diseases, FAO's role is crucial, as is that of OIE. We support 

efforts to eradicate the peste des petits ruminants through the development of a peste des 

petits ruminants global eradication programme and recall that that initiative has to be 

established and implemented jointly by both the FAO and the OIE within the Global 

Framework for the progressive control of Transboundary Animal Diseases (GF-TADs) 

mechanism.  

7. Sustainable soil management, improvement of soil fertility, water retention capacity and 

restoration of degraded lands are key to enhancing agriculture productivity and achieving 

food security in the context of climate change. For these reasons, we are willing to continue to 

participate actively in the Global Soil Partnership. We appreciate the first outcomes of this 

partnership, and are pleased to endorse the World Soil Charter.  

8. With regard to these two partnerships, as well as the other multi-stakeholder initiatives in 

which  FAO is engaged and whose secretariats it often hosts, we would like to stress the need 

for FAO  to develop corporate guidelines for the governance of multi-stakeholder 

partnerships.   

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 12.4 Report of the 70th session of the Committee on Commodity Problems  

(7-9 October 2014) 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

 

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU Albania and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

2. We endorse document C 2015/22 which offers a valuable summary of the 70th session of the 

Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP). We are pleased to note that the session, in light 

of the ambitious agenda, had a positive outcome on a wide range of issues. 

3. On Major market developments and short-term outlook the EU recalled that one of the 

objectives in the CAP Reform 2013 was to improve the market orientation of the agricultural 

sector. We actively contribute to the OECD-FAO partnership and to the Agricultural Market 

Information System (AMIS). Regarding AMIS, we note that improving the response rate and 

quality of data provided by governments appears to be of crucial importance. 

4. We encourage all to remain vigilant and to avoid trade-distorting measures such as import and 

export restrictions. We call attention on CCP members' agreement that attempts to use buffer 

stocks to stabilize prices had proved ineffective and costly. We recognise that emergency 

reserves can play a vital role in food security efforts, in particular at regional level, but the 

focus must be on vulnerable populations. 
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5. The CCP has a crucial part to play in providing expertise and technical assistance. However, 

we also note that trade negotiations are the preserve of the WTO. It is important to recognise 

respective competence and avoid overlaps or confusion between the core mandates of FAO 

and WTO.  

6. The Ministerial Meeting on Governance and International Commodity Markets, organised 

back to back with the 70th session of the CCP, brought a new impetus to a committee that 

should not only address problems but come forward with in-depth analysis. In this respect, 

while the Bureau should examine the name of the Committee, we would like to recall our 

suggestion to change the name to "Committee on Commodity Perspectives" to reflect a more 

forward-looking approach. 

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

 

____________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 13 Reports of the 40th (7-11 October 2013) and 41st (13-18 October 2014) Sessions 

of the Committee on World Food Security 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

 The candidate countries to the EU Albania and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

2. Five years after its reform, the Committee on World Food Security continues to show its 

value as the main inclusive global platform within the UN System for policy convergence on 

food security and nutrition issues.  

3. The last biennium has seen significant outcomes, such as the Principles for Responsible 

Investment in Agriculture and Food Systems, which could not have been achieved without the 

commitment of all CFS stakeholders. The technical and financial support given by the Rome-

based agencies has contributed to strengthening the CFS. We wish to highlight the work done 

by the Bureau and Advisory Group members, the Secretariat, as well as the CFS Chair, Ms. 

Gerda Verburg, who is instrumental in driving the agenda of the CFS and enhancing its 

international exposure. 

4. We value the work of the High-Level Panel of Experts. Since the reform, it has provided the 

scientific evidence and independent expertise required for robust decision-making processes. 

On issues of food and nutrition security, linking research and policies is key.  
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5. We fully endorse the Principles for Responsible Investment in Agriculture and Food Systems. 

They are a major achievement for food security at global level and a milestone for CFS as a 

multilateral inclusive body.  Ensuring the implementation of those principles by all 

stakeholders is now fundamental to achieve the forecasted results. 

6. We are also committed to act, with all stakeholders, at regional, national and local level to 

address Food Losses and Waste, as well as to address Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture, 

considering its role in food security. 

7. We are keen to see the CFS continue to play its key role in food security and nutrition. 

Progress in disseminating CFS products and conducting international outreach will be 

required. In this regard, we encourage all member states to promote the recommendations and 

outcomes endorsed at the CFS in the other international fora. 

8. Furthermore, implementing CFS recommendations on the ground, both regionally and in-

country, in particular by FAO members assisted by the Rome-based Agencies will be key. 

CFS needs to focus its work on value-added work streams in order to reach its full potential 

with a view to achieving better worldwide results on food security and nutrition.  

9. We call on all CFS stakeholders to renew their commitment towards a stronger CFS that can 

tackle the challenges ahead. More than 5 years after the CFS reform, we feel it is time to take 

stock of successes, constraints and challenges. An independent evaluation of the functioning 

of the CFS is therefore called for in order to further improve the effectiveness and efficiency 

of CFS. 

10. We take note with satisfaction of progress made in the last ten years in implementing the 

Voluntary Guidelines to Support the Progressive Realization of the Right to Adequate Food in 

the Context of National Food Security and encourage CFS to continue its commitment to 

achieving the progressive realization of the Right to Food in the years to come. 

11. Finally, we welcome the consensus reached on the Framework for Action for Food Security 

and Nutrition in Protracted Crises (CFS-FFA). 

Thank you Madam/Mr Chairperson 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 14 Progress on the Millennium Development Goals targets relevant to FAO/Post-

2015 Development Agenda 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and 

Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

2. We would like to thank FAO for the update in global progress towards those Millennium 

Development Goals that are relevant to the mandate of FAO and for setting out the links 

between these MDS and the expected upcoming SDGs. Whilst 72 developing countries out of 

the 129 monitored have reached the MDG 1 hunger target, we still have a long way to go. 

This is especially important as part of the purpose of the SDGs is to complete t he job of the 

MDGs in tackling malnutrition and ending hunger and extreme poverty by promoting 

sustainable food systems.  

3. The Open Working Group report on sustainable development goals is the main basis for the 

ongoing intergovernmental negotiation leading to the adoption of the September Summit final 

document. At this stage, in the context of FAO, a discussion on the implementation of the 

SDGs can therefore only be tentative. The same applies to the guidance that can be given to 

FAO as regards implementation of the new development agenda and the SDGs. However, 

preparatory work, particularly in terms of data collection, is important and we encourage FAO 

to continue its collaboration with IFAD and WFP.  Once the post-2015 Agenda will be finally 

adopted, there will be no time to lose. 
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4. While discussing the final document and preparing for the implementation of the Post-2015 

development agenda, we consider that the Post 2015 Agenda has to be negotiated and agreed 

taking into account a number of guiding principles, including a rights-based approach. 

5. The daunting tasks ahead of us to address all interconnected challenges require optimizing all 

synergies and partnerships. Therefore, in the specific setting of Rome, we call for close and 

coordinated collaboration between FAO, WFP and IFAD in the implementation of the post-

2015 agenda in the areas of their mandate, particularly food security, nutrition, agriculture, 

rural poverty reduction and sustainable resource management. We firmly encourage, as soon 

as post-2015 Agenda will be agreed, further strengthening collaboration between UN agencies 

and other relevant organisations, including the private sector and civil society to maximize 

synergies and successfully face challenges.  

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

___________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 15 Report on the Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review of Operational 

Activities for Development of the United Nations System 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and 

Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

2. We strongly support the Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review (QCPR) as the primary 

policy instrument for guiding the entire UN development system. We welcome the report on 

FAO’s steps to implement UNGA Resolution 67/226 and the information focussing on the 

funding of operational activities, efficiency, effectiveness and FAO’s participation in UN 

system coordination mechanisms. We note that various FAO initiatives responded well to 

recommendations of the QCPR Resolution inter alia by: broadening the donor base and 

introducing a full cost recovery policy, by aligning its Country Programming Frameworks 

(CPF) and the UN Development Assistance Frameworks (UNDAF). We call for the continued 

full engagement of FAO in the UN Development Group (UNDG) and other relevant 

coordinating mechanism of the United Nations System Chief Executives Board for 

Coordination (CEB). 
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3. We are attaching greatest importance to a well-functioning Resident Coordinator System 

(RCS) and call for a continuing full engagement of FAO Representatives at the country level 

in the UN Country Teams (UNCT) which we believe equally contributes to enhancing the 

efficiency and effectiveness of FAO’s country-level activities. We welcome that FAO is 

implementing the agreement on the cost-sharing of the Resident Coordinator (RC) system. 

We note the Secretariat’s views and concerns about certain cost increases and would 

appreciate receiving further information on this. 

4. We take note of FAO’s contribution to the development of several instruments of the 

Delivering as One (DaO) initiative such as the Standard Operating Procedures and the 

Guidelines on UN Joint Programmes which should respect the particular mandates and roles 

of different UN entities and their respective competence and specialized experience. 

5. We welcome FAO’s collaboration in defining several goals of the Post-2015 Development 

Agenda and call for full engagement in the relevant inter-agency mechanisms during future 

efforts aimed at achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

6. We note FAO’s contribution to the UN System wide Action Plan on Gender Equality and the 

Empowerment of Women (UN SWAP), as well as its participation in relevant inter-agency 

mechanisms. We encourage the Organization to continue its efforts to contribute to the 

enhancement of gender equality. 

7. In view of the importance of the Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review (QCPR) for the 

direction of the operational activities and the overall functioning of the UN development 

system we request a further comprehensive report the next FAO Conference 

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 16 Report of the 15th Regular Session of the Commission on Genetic Resources for 

Food and Agriculture (19-23 January 2015 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and 

Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

2. We wish to thank the Secretariat for preparing and presenting the document C 2015/27 

containing the Report of the 15th Regular Session of the Commission on Genetic Resources 

for Food and Agriculture. 

3. We would also like to express our appreciation to the Commission on Genetic Resources for 

Food and Agriculture for all its hard work and for providing helpful advice on its programme 

of work to the Conference. We agree that this Commission, in collaboration with a wide range 

of stakeholders, once again proved to be an essential intergovernmental forum and that its 

decisions are helping to position genetic resources at the core of the global agenda. 

4. The European Union and its Member States fully support the endorsement of the report of the 

Commission's 15th Regular Session.  

5. Genetic resources provide a key contribution to the Strategic Objectives of FAO and for this 

reason it has been essential to align the MYPOW (Multi-Year Programme of Work) to the 

FAO Reviewed Strategic Framework. 
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6. State of the World reports on subsectors (plant, animal, forest and aquatic genetic resources) 

provide sound information, consolidated data and – above all – a solid basis for policy 

developments.  

7. The European Union and its Member States acknowledge the progress made in the 

preparation of The State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture and reiterate 

that data collection has been often challenging for the countries that prepare the country 

reports. During the compilation of country reports it should be taken into account that a 

number of areas will be incomplete. Nevertheless, we hope that this report will eventually 

lead to a more integrated approach to the management of genetic resources for food and 

agriculture  and that this report will also help the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food 

and Agriculture review the planning of its work on the conservation and sustainable use of 

micro organisms and invertebrates, so as to better take into account this subsector. 

8. Biodiversity is an essential basis for food security and nutrition, including the prevention and 

treatment of malnutrition. The European Union therefore welcomes the Commission's 

encouragement of governments and stakeholders to implement the Voluntary Guidelines for 

Mainstreaming Biodiversity into Policies, Programmes and National and Regional Plans of 

Action on Nutrition, which help countries according to their needs and capabilities. 

9. We note with satisfaction that the Commission endorsed the Voluntary Guidelines to Support 

the Integration of Genetic Diversity into National Climate Change Adaptation Planning. We 

recommend this document to the Conference for approval and we are looking forward to its 

implementation. 

10. The European Union and its Member States welcome in particular the Elements to Facilitate 

Domestic Implementation of Access and Benefit-sharing for Different Subsectors of Genetic 

Resources for Food and Agriculture. This work is very important in the context of the 

implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity's Nagoya Protocol and the 

International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) at 

region and country level, in order to help countries understand and take into account the 

specificities of genetic resources for food and agriculture. We hope that the Elements are 

taken into account when designing domestic laws for implementing the Nagoya Protocol to 

ensure that laws do not inadvertently impede access to Genetic Resources for Food and 

Agriculture in any way. 
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11. We are convinced that the Commission is able to address the broader sustainable development 

issues and find synergies between agricultural and environmental policy making. 

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 17 Joint FAO/WHO Second International Conference on Nutrition (ICN2) (19-21 

November 2014) 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU Albania, Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

2. The EU and its Member States reaffirm their full commitment to the Rome Declaration on 

Nutrition and to its Framework for Action, adopted at the Second International Conference on 

Nutrition, held in Rome from 19 to 21 November 2014. We stress the need for the speedy and 

effective implementation of the Framework for Action by all stakeholders in a coordinated 

manner to make our vision and commitments of the Rome Declaration come true.  

3. The Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, together with the World Health 

Organisation, is at the forefront in leading and coordinating international efforts towards the 

implementation of ICN2 commitments. We would like to express our appreciation for the 

inclusion of nutrition as a cross-cutting theme in the Programme of Work and Budget 2016-

2017 and we are pleased that additional resources have been allocated to nutrition. We 

underline the need to reinforce FAO’s capacity to work on nutrition, both in the field and at 

its headquarters, where the Organisation's strength and coherence lies. 
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4. The EU and its Member States welcome the political signal that the draft UNGA Resolution 

tabled by Bolivia gives about the importance of nutrition and about the need for better 

coordination of all actors. As the Rome Declaration states, implementation will mainly be the 

domain of national governments, supported by relevant UN agencies, including FAO, IFAD 

and WFP as well as WHO, UNICEF and others. 

5. We would be pleased to receive regular updates on any joint activities that FAO intends to 

undertake with other UN Agencies, especially the World Health Organisation. 

6. Without prejudging the deliberations of the forthcoming 42nd Plenary in October, we believe 

that CFS, whose mandate includes nutrition in the context of food security, should have a 

more prominent focus on nutrition issues in the future, in order to enhance the multi-

stakeholder dimension of the fight against malnutrition at all levels – global, regional, 

national and local. We would also welcome a closer collaboration between the CFS and the 

WHO, the UN Standing Committee on Nutrition, the High-Level Task Force on Food 

Security as well as with the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement in fostering the 

implementation of ICN2 outcomes.  

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_____________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 18.1 Evaluation of the International Year of Quinoa 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU Albania, Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

2. We welcome the Evaluation of the International Year of Quinoa 2013 and take note of the 

information provided in document C 2015/32.  

3. The European Union and its Member States appreciate the significant role played by FAO 

and, specifically, the FAO Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean in raising 

public awareness of the contribution that quinoa could make to eradicating hunger, 

malnutrition and poverty, and also to supporting the achievement of the internationally agreed 

development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals.  

4. We take note of the Master Plan drawn up for the successful implementation of the 

International Year of Quinoa along with complementary components such as information and 

communication, research, technology and marketing events and the mobilization of 

cooperation and funds. We also take note of the technical support by FAO to various projects 

in Latin America, Africa, Asia and Near East for the pilot introduction of quinoa and 

strengthening of quinoa’s food system. 
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5. We acknowledge the contribution of the IYQ International Coordination Committee, the 

national committees, the producers’ associations and the rural communities, the governments 

and the private sector, the research and development agencies, and the Non-Governmental 

Organizations (NGOs). Their common efforts have all contributed to achieving the main 

objectives of the IYQ. 

6. Lastly, with regard to decisions on future international years we would like to recall the 

agreed 'FAO Policy on the Proclamation and Implementation of International Years'.  

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 18.2 Evaluation of the International Year of Family Farming 2014 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU Albania, Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

2. The European Union and its Member States welcome the outcomes of the International Year 

of Family Farming (IYFF). We are happy to note that the 4 basic objectives of the 

International Year have largely been achieved and the 3 global lines of action were 

implemented at national, regional and global levels together with other partners, particularly 

IFAD and the WFP. 

3. The IYFF contributed to raising public awareness on the crucial contribution of family 

farmers to food security and nutrition and sustainable development. The European Union and 

its Member States played an active role in public awareness-raising by organising national 

and international events and workshops throughout the IYFF, highlighting the role of women 

in family farming. 

4. We note the establishment of the Family Farming Knowledge Platform, which in the coming 

months may develop a reference source of information on family farming assisting a wide 

range of stakeholders in policy making.  
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5. To keep up the momentum achieved in 2014, the National Committees established for the 

IYFF should continue their work and engage in policy dialogue on family farming. 

6. We would like to draw special attention to the Legacy Document of IYFF 2014 and the Way 

Forward, which summarises the outcomes and commitments beyond the International Year 

for all stakeholders. In particular we recall the recommendation of the Legacy Document in 

paragraph 28 according to which UN Rome-based agencies as well as other international 

organisations should keep family farming as an integral element of their agenda and facilitate 

participation of the representatives of Family Farmers and others in their work. 

7. The European Union and its Member States endorse the Report on the Evaluation of the 

International Year of Family Farming 2014.  

8. Lastly, with regard to decisions on future international years we would like to recall the 

agreed 'FAO Policy on the Proclamation and Implementation of International Years'.    

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 18.3 International Year of Soils 2015 and World Soil Day 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU Albania, Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

2. First, we want to confirm our commitment to the 2015 International Year of Soils (IYS) and 

express our appreciation for the way FAO supported the celebration of World Soil Day for the 

first time on 5 December. Sustainable soil management provides benefits for multiple global 

and local issues, including climate change, biodiversity loss and water resources. Most 

evidently, healthy soils are critical to ensure food security in the context of climate change 

and growing demand. The IYS and the World Soil Day both provide much needed occasions 

to celebrate and raise awareness on soils and their numerous functions. 

3. We welcome the submission of this progress report to the FAO Members and appreciate 

FAO's role in the various activities undertaken in the framework of the IYS. Many of these 

activities have taken place or will take place in the Member States of the European Union. We 

look forward to the continuation of the good collaboration with FAO to further pass the 

essential messages that are connected to the IYSs. 

4. More structurally, we consider the establishment of the Global Soil Partnership as an essential 

instrument for action, in synergy with the UNCCD, to take forward the initiatives started 

during the IYS, in particular as regards the protection and sustainable management of soils. 
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5. Although the Sustainable Development Goals will be agreed only later this year, sustainable 

management of land and soils will no doubt be of crucial importance in the post-2015 

Agenda. This makes the choice for 2015 as the IYS all the more relevant and underlines the 

need for lasting initiatives on improving the 'health of soils for a healthier life of people'.  

6. Lastly, with regard to decisions on future international years we would like to recall the 

agreed 'FAO Policy on the Proclamation and Implementation of International Years'.  

Thank you, Madam / Mr. Chairperson 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

Item 18.4 tional Year of Pulses 2016 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honored to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU Albania, Serbia and The Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia align themselves with this statement. 

2. First of all, we would like to express our full commitment to the 2016 International Year of 

Pulses which clearly offers an exceptional opportunity to raise public awareness on the 

significant contributions of these crops. 

3. We acknowledge that pulse crops are a critical source of plant-based proteins for people around 

the globe and the role that pulses play as a part of sustainable food production aimed towards 

food security. In this regard, pulse crops fit in areas with limited natural resources due to their 

low water and soil nutrients requirement. 

4. We recognize the nutritional and health value of the pulses due to their high protein and essential 

amino acid content as well as being a source of carbohydrates, vitamins and minerals. 

5. We welcome the newly created Secretary which, in collaborating with the International Steering 

Committee (ISC), will lead the IYP implementation process. We strongly encourage this 

Steering Committee will promptly start discussing the IYP Action Plan setting out the objectives 

and  listing the measures required for achieving them. 
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6. Lastly, with regard to decisions on future international years we would like to recall the agreed 

'FAO Policy on the Proclamation and Implementation of International Years'.    

Thank you, Madam / Mr. Chairperson 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 19 Global Soil Partnership 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

2. The candidate countries to the EU Albania, Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

3. We recognise that soils are limited natural resources and of fundamental importance with a view 

to achieving food security and maintaining key ecosystem services. Healthy soils, through 

improvement of soil fertility, water retention capacity, as well as carbon sequestration as a co-

benefit, are key to adapt agriculture, enhance resilience, and improve agricultural production and 

productivity for food security in the context of climate change. We agree that the maintenance or 

enhancement of global soil resources is essential if humanity's primary need for food, water and 

energy security is to be met. 

4. We commend all the efforts undertaken by the Global Soil Partnership (GSP) and its 

Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils (ITPS), which have prepared a revised World Soil 

Charter that was initially adopted 30 years ago by the FAO conference.  

5. As this is the International Year of Soils, we consider that this is a unique opportunity to adopt a 

revised World Soil Charter that incorporates those issues, such as climate change and urban 

sprawl, which have emerged or become more acute over the past decades. 

6. We are pleased to adopt the draft resolution endorsing the revised World Soil Charter.  
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7. We wish to express our general appreciation of the GSP as an interactive, responsive and 

voluntary platform, and of its mandate to improve the preservation and enhancement of the limited 

soil resources and guarantee healthy and productive soils for a food secure world.  

8. In particular, we welcome the arrangements made to ensure the successful implementation of the 

International Year of Soils (2015) and the World Soil Day. We take note of the preparation, 

despite a strongly constrained time-frame, of the report on the Status of World Soil Resources. 

9. We would encourage the GSP to ensure that there is broad acceptance and implementation of the 

revised Charter at all levels, from policy-makers down to soil practitioners and at national, 

regional and international level. We encourage it to be delivered by means of various channels of 

communication both with the involvement of key actors provided by the GSP and in the context 

of the International Year of Soils. 

10. Finally, we encourage GSP to continue to work closely with the three Rio Conventions. In 

particular, we welcome the first joint ITPS-SPI meeting organized at the occasion of the 3rd 

Global Soil Week held from 20 to 24 April 2015 in Berlin, as a first step to implement an 

effective communication and collaboration between the science and policy interface (SPI) of 

United Nation Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and the ITPS. 

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 21 Programme Implementation Report 2012-13 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU  The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

align themselves with this statement. 

2. We thank FAO for the second Programme Implementation Report for 2012-13 and welcome the 

significant change in FAO that introducing a greater focus on results reporting represents. We 

encourage FAO to continue embedding results-based management across the Organisation to 

ensure that all work – at headquarters and country level – is aligned with FAO’s Strategic 

Objectives and feeds into FAO’s Results Framework.  

3. We support FAO’s ongoing commitment to improve and the significant efficiency savings and 

streamlining of administrative processes that help to make FAO more effective in delivering its 

mandate. We are glad to note that the Global Resource Management System (GRMS) has now 

been deployed in FAO offices worldwide and recognise general progress in strengthening FAO’s 

country offices. We encourage FAO to continue building upon this, strengthening impact at 

country level with better priority setting in Country Programming Frameworks and improved 

monitoring and oversight. At the same time, we reiterate the importance of keeping a critical 

mass of technical expertise at headquarters. FAO should not run any risk to seriously jeopardise 

its quality as a centre of excellence and main knowledge organisation. We look forward to 

continuing progress in delivery of results across all strategic objectives, as well as objective six, 

particularly in the areas of gender mainstreaming and partnerships, including with the private 

sector and civil society organisations.  

 

 



 

 

9959/15   RD/yk 39 

ANNEX II DGB 2 B LIMITE EN 
 

4. We note, as highlighted by the Council, that future versions will improve with the 

introduction of the new results framework and we look forward to a strengthened PIR for 

2014 – 2015 next year. Looking ahead to the next biennium’s PIR, we encourage FAO to 

continue building on lessons learnt and make sure all results indicators are measurable, with 

attainable, realistic and time-bound targets. As FAO will play an important role in delivering 

the post-2015 development framework, we also look forward to reviewing how the results 

framework will respond to monitoring and measuring FAO’s contribution to delivering the 

Sustainable Development Goals.  

5. Once again, we thank FAO for this important report that we are ready to approve. We look 

forward to working together as FAO continues strengthening its results monitoring and reporting 

on the basis of achievements so far, which are helping to transform the Organisation: improving 

results and increasing accountability and transparency. 

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 22 Programme Evaluation Report 2015 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

align themselves with this statement. 

2. We thank the Office of Evaluation for this very useful report highlighting the main findings 

from the thematic and strategic, country and project evaluations completed in 2013 – 14.  

3. Evaluation affirms the valuable skills and knowledge FAO commands. We encourage FAO to 

continue developing and supporting staff to ensure that it maintains its strong position in 

support of investment in agricultural development. In this context, we expect FAO to 

disseminate the CFS RAI principles and to provide guidance for their application. We are also 

pleased to note that FAO has become more active in joint coordination mechanisms and UN 

Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) processes, and is engaged in joint risk-

reduction programmes with other partners 

4. We are glad to receive confirmation of FAO’s overall progress towards a more inclusive and 

harmonised management model across the Organisation, from headquarters to country offices. 

One of the most difficult challenges still remains finding the right balance between global 

priorities and local needs. We encourage FAO to improve the quality of Country 

Programming Frameworks in order to achieve more strategic coherence between global and 

country levels.  
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5. In order to deliver better results, we highlight the importance of findings on the need to 

improve: project design, including theories of change, timeframes and budgets; the 

development and implementation of exit strategies; timeliness in project implementation; 

economic and financial sustainability; feedback on the use and impact of normative and 

knowledge products; integration of environmental sustainability; capacity development; and 

gender considerations. 

6. We support the Office of Evaluation’s reform process, including the focus on country 

evaluations, to demonstrate results at the national level, whether through field projects or the 

use of global public goods provided by FAO. We also look forward to work on providing a 

stronger evidence base through analysis of impact on beneficiaries and national institutions. 

7. We welcome the greater collaboration between the Rome agencies and international research 

and academia in the field of agriculture, which has led to a number of joint initiatives. We 

encourage joint evaluations, training and events such as the seminar in Rome for the 2015 

Year of Evaluation focusing on ‘enhancing the evaluability of Sustainable Development Goal 

2’. 

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 23 Synthesis of Evaluations of FAO Regional and Subregional Offices 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

align themselves with this statement. 

2. We welcome the Synthesis of Evaluations of FAO Regional and Sub-regional Offices and focus 

on country-level performance. We support the three recommendations contained in the report 

and Management’s acceptance of these. 

3. We note the Office of Evaluation conclusion that progress has been made over time towards a 

more consistent model across the whole Organisation.  This is a key to FAO’s delivery of results 

and we encourage management in building on improvements made.  

4. With regard to the report’s first recommendation, we fully support the Council recommendation 

to undertake an independent review of the types of Representation in countries with a view to 

developing a set of criteria. We look forward to reviewing this review in the Committees and 

Council. 

5. We agree that the roll-out of Country Programming Frameworks (CPFs) is important in aligning 

the work of FAO’s country offices with corporate strategic objectives and countries’ own 

development plans. In line with recommendation 2, we encourage FAO to ensure more 

systematic quality control, providing the necessary support to country offices in developing 

results frameworks and gender mainstreaming plans, areas highlighted for improvement in the 

evaluation. 
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6. While we note that technical and financial capacity in decentralised country offices has 

increased, we would be interested to hear more from management on planned measures to 

address issues highlighted in recommendation 3, including ensuring the right level of skill 

mix. We would appreciate close cooperation and exchange of technical expertise between 

headquarters and the decentralised offices, providing policy coherence in work and avoiding 

duplication of structures in the regions.  

7. We also note, however, that the original request was to provide a short synthesis document 

detailing “common critical issues” of the five Evaluations. We would welcome such a report, as 

reiterated by the Joint Meeting of the Programme and Finance Committees and supported by the 

Council at its last session. 

8. We thank management for their response and agree on the need to take forward evaluation 

findings and lessons learnt, particularly with regard to priority-setting, programming and delivery 

mechanisms, as well as the capacity of decentralised offices. We encourage continued work on 

improvement that will help FAO to deliver better results  

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_______________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 24 Medium Term Plan 2014-2017 (Reviewed) and Programme of Work and 

Budget 2016-2017 (Draft Resolution on budget level) 

Madam/Mr Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

 The candidate countries to the EU The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey 

align themselves with this statement. 

2. We welcome the reviewed Medium Term Plan 2014-17 (MTP 2014-17) and the Director-

General’s proposed Programme of Work and Budget (PWB 2016-17) and express our 

appreciation for the efforts made before and during the 151st session of the Council to achieve 

a better understanding of the proposals made. 

3. While we strongly support the implementation of the proposed Medium Term Plan and the 

PWB 2016-17 in accordance with the five strategic objectives and objective Nr. 6 that have 

been agreed, we underline the continued importance of protecting the unique normative and 

standard-setting role of FAO as a knowledge organisation. FAO’s work must build on its 

comparative advantage in areas within its agreed mandate, including on food, agriculture, 

fisheries and forestry, coupled with effective collaboration with other partners to add real 

value to its work. 
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4. We welcome the enhanced emphasis on FAO’s real added value in the development of global 

public goods, norms, and standards, including capacity-building. The restructured Strategic 

Objective 6 reflects this, including in the field of nutrition as a direct follow-up to the ICN2 

and in line with earlier recommendations made by the Council. As in other areas we also 

strongly advocate for close collaboration with other partners in this field. 

5. We wish to reiterate our appreciation for the enhanced format of the proposed PWB 2016- 17. 

We particularly welcome the inclusion of a description of areas proposed for greater emphasis 

and those which should be deemphasised. 

6. Recalling earlier requests for greater support to countries facing the threat of Antimicrobial 

Resistance (AMR) some activities are now envisaged under Strategic Objective 4. While we 

welcome the joint efforts together with OIE and WHO on antimicrobial resistance, we wish to 

see more emphasis on this issue in the MTP and in the PWB.  

7. We wish to reiterate our satisfaction with the increased efforts to address nutrition, including 

nutrition-sensitive agriculture and the increased emphasis on climate change. We consider 

both areas of critical importance for FAO’s future work.  

8. Recalling FAO’s global role, we underline the importance of supporting concrete cooperation 

between members from different regions. We note with satisfaction the significant voluntary 

contributions, particularly from middle-income countries, in support of FAO’s efforts to 

foster South-South cooperation. In this context we would appreciate to receive further 

explanations concerning FAO’s support to middle-income countries.  

9. With regard to FAO’s role in social protection, we stand by our view that additional resources 

in this field should be utilised strictly in areas falling within FAO’s established mandates. We 

take note of FAO’s collaboration with other organisations within the UN system having a key 

role in this field as well as of FAO’s participation in the relevant coordinating mechanisms 

which should help to avoid any duplication of efforts. 

10. Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) is a concept which has been 

elaborated in recent years. Regarding FAO’s work on the GIAHS initiative we would like 

more detailed information on issues including governance, financial aspects and the concrete 

collaboration between UNESCO.  
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11. Regarding the initial proposal for additional resources for the Technical Cooperation 

Programme, we welcome the new proposal to generate separate additional funding to support 

Small Island Developing States, particularly in adapting to the effects of climate change. We 

would further like to reiterate our recommendation that in future the presentation of the 

intended use of TCP resources should reflect a distribution across the strategic objectives.  

12. We again welcome the fact that FAO is fully participating in and contributing to the 

functioning of the Resident Coordinator system. We see this as clear sign of FAO’s 

commitment to enhance collaboration and coordination at the country level, and we continue 

to attach the greatest importance to this. We are pleased to note that progress in the joint 

programming of support for countries has recently been recognised by the external MOPAN 

assessment 

13. We urge for caution to be exercised to ensure that the planned de-emphasis in some areas 

does not have a negative impact on FAO's  normative work. We trust that that a de-emphasis 

in tenure work will not prevent the completion of outstanding global level activities related to 

the Voluntary Guidelines for the Responsible Governance of Tenure (VGGT) and that FAO 

will step up support for the application of the Principles for Responsible Investment in 

Agriculture and Food Systems (RAI).  

14. We reiterate the absolute need for giving women and men equal opportunities, both within 

and outside the organisation. We ask for in-depth information on how FAO intends to 

translate all cross-cutting themes, including governance, into reality. 

15. We again wish to call for a critical mass of substantive competence in crucial areas to be 

maintained at headquarters. With regard to the continuing decentralisation and the mobility 

policy we wish to see a good balance between human resources at headquarters and  in the 

field in order to maintain FAO`s global leading role in expertise on food and agriculture 

including forestry and fishery. In this context, we also urge the Secretariat to proceed 

expeditiously in filling vacant posts. We would appreciate further explanations and assurances 

in this regard. 
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16. As the strength of FAO depends on its staff, we wish again to underline the importance of 

attracting and retaining competent staff at the different locations. We are pleased to seize this 

opportunity to reiterate our thanks to FAO's dedicated staff for their commitment. With regard 

to the considerable increases in resources for personnel in the proposed PWB, we would like 

to receive further information on the possible implications of the latest recommendation and 

decisions of the International Civil Service Commission (ICSC) resulting from the 

Comprehensive Review of the United Nations common system compensation package. 

17. We remain concerned by the deteriorating overall financial health of FAO, primarily due to 

long-term staff-related obligations; we recognise that this also applies to other UN entities. 

We therefore recommend that FAO remains fully engaged with others in seeking common 

solutions. We agree with the recommendation of the Council, as suggested by the Finance 

Committee, that an amount of US $ 14.1 million should again be provided by the Member 

Nations for the next biennium to reduce to some extent the deficit resulting from the funding 

gap of the After-service Medical Coverage (ASMC).  

18. We underline the importance of enhancing the transparency and clarity of the estimated 

budgetary resource requirements in the two currencies in which Members will be requested to 

pay their assessed contributions. We therefore recommend that future Programme of Work 

and Budget documents and, in particular, the draft resolutions for the Conference on the 

budgetary appropriations, state the amounts required separately in US dollars and in euros. 

This could obviate the need for the Conference to agree on a new exchange rate, which in any 

case entirely depends on external factors and remains subject to fluctuations during a 

biennium. This approach could further avoid the current problem of comparisons of the 

required budgetary resources with previous biennia appearing distorted because the required 

budgetary resources in the draft resolutions are presented only in US dollars. 

19. We want to reiterate our commitment to support the important work of FAO and the 

implementation of the agreed Programme of Work 2016-17. As the biggest provider of 

funding (i.e. core and voluntary contributions) to FAO, the EU and its Members States expect 

FAO to continuously improve its overall performance and efficiency and maintain its global 

leadership for food and agriculture including forestry and fishery in an ever more competitive 

world. 
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20. We fully recognise the continued and significant efforts made by the Secretariat to identify 

savings, which to some extent have also been a result of past reforms. In this connection, we 

would like to recall the agreed one-time character of certain costs for implementation of the 

IPA reform measures and the expected recurrent savings and efficiency gains resulting from 

the implementation of the IPA measures. These should have been taken into account when 

establishing a baseline for the calculation of the required resources for the next biennium. 

21. Due to the continued global economic crisis and the financial constraints faced by many 

Member Nations, serious consideration was needed before we were able to join the consensus 

on the proposed budget level reached by the Council at its last session. We remain convinced 

that the proposed programme of work will be protected. As to the agreed “unidentified further 

efficiency gains and savings” to be proposed by the Director-General for consideration by the 

Programme and Finance Committees and approval by the Council at its 153rd Session in 

December 2015, we are determined that they should not endanger the work of the 

organisation in any substantive area. 

22. Finally, we wish to confirm that we are ready to engage constructively in a dialogue to reach a 

consensus on issues raised concerning the Programme of Work and Budget 2016-17, whose 

implementation we would like to fully support. 

Thank you, Madam/Mr Chairperson. 

_____________ 
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Statement on behalf of the European Union 

39
th

 session of the Conference 

(Rome, 6 - 13 June 2015) 

 

Item 25 Assessment of Governance Reforms, including consideration of the Independent 

Review Report 

Madam/Mr. Chairperson,  

1. I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. 

The candidate countries to the EU Albania, Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia and Turkey align themselves with this statement. 

2. We are convinced that there is a genuine need for a strong, coherent and effective United 

Nations system in order to address the challenges ahead of us. Within the United Nations, the 

FAO plays a key role in eliminating hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition, and in ensuring 

sustainable management and utilisation of natural resources, including forestry and fisheries, 

in the context of climate change. Whilst acting as a neutral broker, the FAO should thus strive 

to continue to improve its performance and deliver results.  

3. It is our common responsibility to support the FAO in this continuous improvement. This is in 

the spirit of confidence and solidarity between FAO members and the Secretariat, which has 

prevailed since the organisation was founded on 16 October 1945. 

4. That is why we have been very pleased to work on the Report of the Independent Review of 

FAO Governance Reforms, under the guidance of the Independent Chairperson of the 

Council.  We thank him for his whole-hearted commitment to this exercise, to which the 

Secretariat has given its constant support. We would also like to thank the Independent 

Review Team for the thorough work it has undertaken.  
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5. Thanks to the constructive dialogue and the positive spirit of compromise among FAO 

Members, we are very pleased to endorse the proposed resolution for the Conference in 

respect of governance reforms. We are fully committed to continuing the dialogue and are 

ready to engage in further consultations, where necessary. In so doing, we can ensure that, 

together, we provide the best governance for the FAO, and continue to improve effectiveness, 

transparency and accountability. 

Thank you, Madam/Mr. Chairperson. 

_______________ 

 


