
EU-funded Project in the Philippines Featured during International UN 

Conference on Chemicals Management 

 

The World Health Organization estimates that 120 million people across the world are 

overexposed to lead. The majority of them are in the developing world and children are the 

most severely affected. Lead exposure in children affects brain development leading to lower 

IQ, mental retardation, anaemia and kidney damage. These effects have a negative impact on 

school performance and are non-reversible.  

The European Union has provided a grant of PHP 75 million to IPEN – an international non-

governmental network working towards a toxic free future - to implement the Lead Paint 

Elimination Project from 2012 to 2015. The EcoWaste Coalition will implement the project in 

the Philippines through a nationwide informative campaign and activities intended to 

minimize and eliminate the manufacture, import, export, sale and use of lead-based decorative 

paints.  

 

The Lead Paint Elimination Project held a side event during the Third Session of the 

International Conference on Chemicals Management (September 17-21) to raise awareness on 

the effects of lead exposure on children. The event attracted around 100 participants, which 

made it one of the most highly visited side events of the conference. Among the speakers, 

Maria Neira, Director of Public Health and Environment at the World Health Organisation, 

made a comment emphasising the health hazards connected to lead in paints and the 

importance of immediately banning household paints containing lead.  

 

The Lead Paint Elimination Project forms part of a broader initiative started in 2007 under the 

EU-funded SWITCH Programme. The SWITCH Programme is currently implemented in 16 

countries across Asia. More than fifty projects with total funding of about PHP 4 Billion are 

currently on-going with the objective to reduce toxic pollution and promote sustainable 

consumption and production. Four SWITCH Projects with total funding of PHP 400 Million 

are being implemented in the Philippines. 

 



 

 

 


