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Prime Minister Puna, Minister McCully,  

 

Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 

Introduction 

 

I could think of no more suitable host than New Zealand for a summit in which 

we are seeking to move the energy efficiency and renewables agenda forward. 

New Zealand's credentials as a world leader on sustainability issues are well-

established. Indeed, "Sustainability in New Zealand" even has its own 

Wikipedia page. 

 

 

EU-Pacific relationship in general 

 

During my most recent visit to Auckland last year I said that, despite the 

physical distance separating the EU from the Pacific, our relationship is 

becoming closer. That visit came shortly after EU Member States had endorsed 

proposals by the Commission and the European External Action Service on 

renewing the EU-Pacific development partnership. 

 

The European Union is by no means a stranger to cooperation in the Pacific. 

With its Member States, it is the region's second largest donor.  

 

The assistance we provide takes many forms. The Pacific ACP states benefit 

from bilateral, regional and intra-ACP programmes under the 10
th

 European 

Development Fund. In addition, thematic funds from the EU Development 
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Cooperation Instrument target specific issues such as sustainable energy, climate 

change and good governance.  

 

But beyond the figures, our relationship with the Pacific occupies an important 

place in EU external action as a whole and we want to see it flourish. 

 

We have already laid some strong foundations to this end, notably via growing 

EU-Pacific cooperation on climate change. 

 

The Pacific region faces the highest levels of vulnerability but has weak capacity 

and low resilience to internal and external shocks. So development and climate 

change assistance are especially important for the Pacific, including in the fields 

of energy access, adaptation to climate change and low-carbon development, but 

are also a challenge for EU aid effectiveness, requiring tailor-made delivery 

methods. We also need to see how we can pool efforts with partners wherever 

possible to reduce aid fragmentation in the region. 

 

Clearly, then, the EU will remain deeply engaged in the Pacific. Through the 

11th EDF our engagement will be both bilateral and regional. In addition, 

however, our engagement in the region will also become more strategic and 

result in stronger policy coherence in areas such as trade, fisheries and climate 

change. 

 

This approach will enable our development cooperation to deliver maximum 

impact and maximum results, in line with our blueprint for future development 

policy, our Agenda for Change. 
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The Agenda for Change also focuses on two key pillars, namely human 

development and inclusive and sustainable growth. Furthermore, it specifically 

refers to sustainable energy as a driver for that growth. 

 

 

Energy challenges in the Pacific and EU response 

 

The EU has long championed energy access and has long understood that 

without energy there can be no real development. That is why, in addition to our 

emphasis on energy in our Agenda for Change, we are keen supporters of the 

Sustainable Energy for All initiative, led by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-

moon, which aims to deliver universal access to energy by 2030 along with 

efficiency gains and increased use of renewable energy. The EU is contributing 

towards these aims with its own Sustainable Energy for All initiative, 

spearheaded by Commission President Barroso, to provide energy access to 500 

million consumers from developing countries by 2030. 

 

The Asia-Pacific region is right at the heart of global efforts to find innovative 

effective, lasting energy solutions as energy needs grow.  

 

We must find them soon if we are to put an end to energy poverty and make 

Sustainable Energy for All a living reality.  

 

Through its energy cooperation in the Pacific, the EU has been working hard to 

help the Pacific address its specific challenges. These include access, reliance on 

fossil fuels, sector reforms, energy efficiency and local capacity. 

 

That energy cooperation stretches back over a decade; and I am proud to say that 

it has already improved the lives of tens of thousands of people in the Pacific. 
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The energy projects we have undertaken – worth 100 million euro or more 

overall – have brought a wealth of energy solutions. For instance, we have 

provided alternative energy solutions for rural and peri-urban areas; we have 

raised awareness and built capacity in energy efficiency and renewable energy; 

and we have helped increase access to electricity for households, schools, 

businesses and health centres in many countries, with an emphasis on 

renewables and on isolated and rural communities.  

 

All in all, then, our funding has gone a long way.  

 

But simply providing development assistance will not be enough to bring about 

the necessary changes. To be successful, the effort of delivering global energy 

access must be driven at country level. Moreover, we must admit that it might 

well prove more efficient and less costly to focus more on boosting local 

economies and capacities. Our partner countries must therefore be committed to 

meeting the Sustainable Energy for All targets. Governments have a unique role 

to play here, because only they can put frameworks in place to get local 

economies up and running. If our partner countries are to unlock their 

development potential to the full, they need sound energy policies, functioning 

institutions and predictable legal frameworks to attract private investments. 

 

 

Private sector involvement 

 

The private sector must play a greater role in attracting investment, and I look 

forward to hearing from our private sector partners later this afternoon. Indeed, 

catalysing private investments is the next step we will be taking. We have just 

created an Investment Facility for the Pacific combining grants with loans and 
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private capital to gain financial and qualitative leverage and thereby boost our 

policy's impact.  

 

I am happy to announce here that, on top of the 10 million euro available in the 

facility for infrastructure support, I have decided to allocate an additional 10 

million euro for support to sustainable energy projects designed to boost energy 

access and rural electrification through renewable energy and energy efficiency 

measures. And that's not all: I've also decided to provide much-needed technical 

assistance for policy, reforms, capacity-building and investment project 

preparation, by opening up the newly established EU Sustainable Energy for All 

technical assistance facility to the Pacific region. At this very moment we can 

say that that this 20 million euro in EU money can be turned into 200 million 

euro in concrete investments. With funding on this scale we can improve 

drastically the lives of hundreds of thousands of people in the Pacific. 

 

Furthermore, I am very proud that, today, we are going to  speed up the process 

of developing specific investment projects by launching a new cooperation 

partnership between the EU, the European Investment Bank and the Asian 

Development Bank. We will also continue working towards this common goal 

with all willing partners, including New Zealand, via the Pacific Region 

Infrastructure Facility. 

 

 

Action at local level 

 

Much more can be done at local community level, too. People need to see how 

local technologies and changes in their own behaviour can cut costs and boost 

energy efficiency. And from that point local communities can set about meeting 

their own technological needs, instead of importing expensive goods and 
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material that may not be adapted to their situations. We should be looking to 

promote the creation of local energy markets, reduce fuel imports through joint 

ventures and stimulate local entrepreneurial capacity. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Rest assured that in all these areas the EU is ready to offer our Pacific partners 

support, advice and solidarity. 

 

Today we are sending out a strong signal that the bonds between our regions are 

as strong as ever. What we must do now, starting with energy, is work at new 

forms of partnership that reflect the needs of our modern world. We must seek 

to overcome the challenges of today with the solutions of tomorrow. 

 

And we must seek to do so, wherever possible, as a global community – with 

partner countries undertaking the reforms and steps needed to embrace progress 

on renewable energy and energy efficiency, backed by real and relevant 

financial and technical assistance. With commitment and understanding on all 

sides, this summit can be a real win-win opportunity. 

 

Last year in Auckland I also said that, while our assistance in the Pacific is 

bringing welcome tangible benefits, the development story is bigger than that. 

At the end of the day it's about helping people act to change their lives for the 

better and make the most of the opportunities they have.  
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My travels around the world have shown me time and time again that this is the 

right approach. People in developing countries don't want to spend the rest of 

their lives hoping for hand-outs. They want reliable energy access; they want a 

functioning healthcare system; they want a proper education for their children; 

they want business and employment opportunities to enable them to provide for 

their families. 

 

If we work together, we can give them all these things and give this 

development story a happy ending. In the words of General Eisenhower, spoken 

decades ago but still true today: "The world must learn to work together, or 

finally it will not work at all." 

 

 

Thank you very much. 

 

 

(1 496 words) 


