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Joint Programming endorsement, Yangon, 
November, 2014 

 

Europe Day 

On 9
th

 May, 1950, five years after the end of 
the Second World War, Robert Schuman, the 
French Foreign Minister at the time, made 
the initial appeal for the construction of 
Europe. This declaration announced the 
creation of the European Coal and Steel 
Community (ECSC). Involving all of the 
citizens of the EU, 'Europe Day' is an 
opportunity to reflect on Europe's history of 
reconciliation and commitment to building a 
peaceful future out of war, creating an  
occasion for events and celebrations that 
draws Europe closer to its citizens. 

For the second time in Myanmar, the EU 
Delegation celebrated 'Europe Day', marking 
65 years of peace and unity since Robert 
Schuman called on Europe's nations to make 
war on our continent impossible. The EU 
Delegation reaffirmed its support to 
Myanmar in overcoming the challenges it 
faces, so that like Europe’s nations 65 years 
ago, Myanmar can begin to forge a future 
based on peace and prosperity, freedom and 
democracy.  

Regional EU Workshop 

On 28-29 April the EU Delegation 
participated in the Regional Workshop on 
Joint Programming for Asia in Yangon, 
organised by the EU and German 
Development Cooperation. More than 50 
colleagues from EU Member States and EU 
Delegations (Afghanistan, Cambodia, the 
Philippines, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Laos, 
Vietnam and Pakistan) as well as from EU 
Institutions, BMZ and SIDA Headquarters  

 

 

 

 

 

joined us for the workshop to learn more 
about the process of elaborating joint 
strategies with EU Member States.  

During the two-day event, experts taking 
part in the workshop addressed a range of 
operational challenges and had the 
opportunity to exchange country-specific 
expertise. The Cambodian experience was 
used to showcase Joint Programming, 
providing a focus for discussions. Ms. Isabel 
Faria de Almeida, our Head of Cooperation in 
Yangon, presented the lessons learnt from 
Myanmar's experience of adopting Joint 
Programming.  

These exchanges were extremely productive, 
stimulating vibrant debate which the EU 
Delegation aims to build on going forward to 
strengthen its engagement in reforms 
supporting Myanmar's economic, social and 
political development. It will also serve to 
monitor the implementation of the current 
EU Joint Strategy for Myanmar, endorsed in 
November, 2014. 

 

 

 

 

EU in the field 

Northern Rakhine State 

A team from the EU Operations Section 
travelled to Northern Rakhine State (11-15 
May) to visit the "Phase-In project" which is 
aimed at reducing hunger and poverty in 
Northern Rakhine State, covering 130 
villages in Buthidaung and Maungdaw 
Townships. Informative meetings were held 
with villagers, stakeholders and local 
authorities, as well as with the 2 consortium 
partners Care and Action Contre la Faim. 
 
In the highly complex environment of 
Northern Rakhine State, it is clear that the 
EU project is providing much needed support 
to the villages and contributes to improving 
the lives of both Muslim and Rakhine 
communities. In particular, "Phase-In" 
targets women headed households, making 
a difference for women's livelihood by 
alleviating their otherwise extremely 
challenging and poverty stricken everyday 
lives. Another impressive component of the 
project includes the benefits of community 
forestry. We are supporting 16 community 
forestry groups which are proven to be very 
important for landless households, providing 
them with the opportunity for an extra 
income generating activity. The District 
Commissioner, U Khin Maung Lwin, drew 
positive attention to the project's high level 
of acceptance by local communities. 
 

 
 
 
The visit provided a better understanding of 
the root causes of the persisting segregation 
and mistrust in Northern Rakhine. The 
operating environment is marked by tensions 
in the community and shifting perceptions 
on development partners, along with 
logistical and practical issues such as 
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For further information: 

Email: DELEGATION-MYANMAR-OPERATIONS@eeas.europa.eu 
Website: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/myanmar/index_en.htm 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EUinMyanmar 

Events  

17
th

 June: EU Civil Society Forum on 

Human Rights
 

18
th

June:  2
nd

 EU-Myanmar Human 

Rights Dialogue 

Sept/Oct t.b.c.: Discussion with Civil 

Society on Civil Society 

Organisations Roadmap 

 

overcoming the restricted movement of staff 
and project participants. The achievements 
of the project so far demonstrate that more 
development is necessary and potentially 
possible if the government removes these 
obstacles.  This will enable a transition from 
emergency relief to medium and long term 
development as well as create a favourable 
environment for scaling up our support. 

 

 

Hot Topics 

Urban Planning and Development 

As part of our support to Local Authorities, 
we continue to work with the Yangon City 
Development Committee (YCDC) through 
three main projects. The overall aim is to 
contribute to strengthened institutional and 
operational capacities of local authorities in 
Yangon. Our assistance amounts to EUR 2.3 
million, and consists of projects in the areas 
of urban planning, sustainable urban mobility 
and solid waste management. 

The project 'Capacity Building of the YCDC 
Urban Planning Unit for a Better Yangon' 
has been working towards making Yangon a 
functional, healthy and people-centred living 
environment for its inhabitants. By 
supporting the YCDC Urban Planning Unit, 
this project has been contributing to enhance 
the quality of urban planning policies and 
practices, to reinforce local governance, and 
make urban planning processes more 
inclusive and accessible to citizens. In this 
spirit the EU opened the 'Yangon Heritage 
Legislation and Policy Workshop' in May, 
2015. At the workshop, Mr. George Dura our 
Deputy Head of Development Cooperation, 
stressed the importance of proper legislation 
that establishes clear guidelines and 
standards for the construction, conservation, 
and even demolition of buildings in Yangon, 
crucial to preserving the city's rich heritage. 

A new complementary project with YCDC, 
the 'Sustainable Urban Mobility Planning 
Project' started in February this year. The 
project is implemented by a number of EU 

partners, namely the City of Turin, ITHACA 
and CESVI and aims to reduce traffic 
congestion and improve urban mobility by 
contributing to the integration of 
environment protection principles into 
policies and programmes. In particular, this 
project will provide digital mapping and 
cartography to define future mobility plans, 
and raise citizens' awareness on transport 
and road safety. At the launch, Yangon's 
Mayor, Mr. U Ula Myint, emphasised the 
importance of addressing traffic 
management challenges in a consultative 
and collaborative manner.  

 

The 'Sustainable Urban Mobility Planning 
Project' targets two of the three townships of 
Yangon, namely Tarmwe and Thingangyun 
townships, which are also included in another 
currently ongoing EU-funded project on 
'Environmental protection and sustainable 
development: building local capacities on 
solid waste management in Myanmar'.  
Aimed at improving the urban environment, 
this project is exploring innovative ways to 
improve the quality of solid waste 
management in the city. It also looks at 
increasing community awareness of its best 
practices (read more here). This action has 
been praised as a remarkable example of an 
international partnership between local 
authorities from Asia and Europe, and 
institutions from the higher education and 
the development sectors.  

Environment and Climate Change  

17
th

 of June, 2015 – Celebrating Climate 

Diplomacy Day 

2015 is a decisive year for climate 
negotiations. To limit global temperature 

rises to below 2°C, it is essential to secure a 
fair, ambitious and legally binding 
international agreement under the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) at the Conference of 
Parties in Paris (COP21) which will take place 
in December 2015.  

Myanmar is highly vulnerable to climate 
change. The latest updates in the Global 
Climate Risk Index confirm the country 
ranking second place, globally, in terms of 
vulnerability from extreme weather events 
related to climate change, in the 1991-2013 
period. Myanmar is not well prepared to 
handle climate related disasters, posing a 
serious threat to the sustainable 
development of the country. While 
significant efforts over the last years have 
been made to adopt a Disaster Management 
Law and a Disaster Risk Reduction Action 
Plan, it is necessary to further reinforce 
disaster preparedness initiatives in coastal 
areas at high risk of cyclones. In the run up to 
the Paris Conference, Myanmar is 
elaborating on a “national contribution”, 
detailing how it plans to work on climate 
change issues. To that end, the EU funded 
Myanmar Climate Change Alliance (MCCA) is 
providing essential support in close 
coordination with the UK and France to 
ensure Myanmar comes prepared to COP21 
(more information here). 
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