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We have had a busy start to 2015, marked 
by the 3rd Myanmar Development 
Cooperation Forum held on 7 - 8 February 
in Nay Pyi Taw, centering on the theme of 
'Inclusive Development' in Myanmar. Mr. 
Marcus Cornaro, Deputy Director General 
of the European Commission (DG DEVCO) 
gave one of the two Keynote Addresses 
during the opening session in the presence 
of the President of Myanmar, U Thein 
Sein.  

Mr. Cornaro's address focused on the 
linkages between development and the 
political context and in particular the 
peace process, the importance of the 
elections and the democratic reform 
process during this crucial electoral year, 
the need for inclusiveness and of dialogue 
between all communities in light of the 
ongoing inter-communal tensions, as well 
as the need for inclusive economic growth 
and for empowering civil society. The EU 
reaffirmed its commitment to solidifying 
the lasting partnership with the 
government of Myanmar and to 
promoting closer engagement with all of 
Myanmar's development partners as the 
country proceeds on the path towards 
lasting political, economic and social 
development. The EU and its Member 
States also issued a Joint Statement on 
this occasion on which the EU keynote 
address was based. 

The Forum also provided the perfect 
opportunity for the launch the EU-funded  

 

 

 

 

Aid Information Management System 
(AIMS), named Mohinga (link here), as an 
important step towards aid effectiveness 
and transparency. 

We would like to express our thanks and 
continued appreciation to all those who 
have contributed to maintaining the 
momentum of the social, political and 
economic transition process. We will 
remain strongly committed throughout 
2015 to continue supporting our partners 
and the reform process. 

 

EU in the field 

Chin State 

Taking place on the occasion of the Chin 
National Day, between 18–21 February, 
this mission involved meetings with the 
Chin State Chief Minister, the Chin 
National Front, political parties, and local 
and international NGOs. In particular, the 
visit allowed for a better understanding of 
the considerable challenges in Chin, from 
the high poverty levels, standing at less 
than half the national average, to the 
limited number of development options 
available due to its extreme remoteness 
and lack of accessibility. Education was 
mentioned as one of the State's main 
challenges, marked by the fact that only 
four out of ten young people go beyond 
basic education and there being no 

universities in the State, leading to a 'brain 
drain'. 
 
Both the EU funded programmes LIFT and 
3MDGs are doing impressive work. The 
EU-funded Chin Peace and Tranquility 
Committee's ceasefire monitoring 
mechanism is functioning efficiently and in 
a timely manner. Positive relationships are 
being strengthened between the Chin 
National Front, the state government, 
state security forces and Chin's civil 
society. 
 
During meetings with International NGOs, 
the EU team could witness the remarkable 
work of GRET, Chin Organisation for Rural 
and Agricultural Development and Chin 
Microfinance Institution. Their projects 
were praised as success stories of building 
the resilience of local farming 
communities. 
 

 EU team at Chin National Day celebrations 

Rakhine State 

A joint EU team from Brussels and the 
Delegation to Myanmar travelled to 
Rakhine State between 17-19 March, 
where they met with local officials, town 
elders, political parties, UN agencies and 
NGOs and visited camps for Internally 
Displaced Persons. Discussions focused on 
the current situation in Rakhine and the 
EU’s commitment to assisting positive 
development of the region. 
 
The EU funds an increasing number of 
projects in Rakhine State that are aimed at 
delivering tangible improvements to 
peoples’ lives there. The EU’s team visited 
one such project aimed at improving 
educational opportunities for internally 
displaced children, which is crucial to their 
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Strawberries field in Chin State, Feb 2015 
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Forthcoming Events  
28 - 29 April:   

Regional workshop on Joint 
Programming for Asia   

9 May:  Europe Day 
18 June:  Human Rights Dialogue 
 

futures. The EU stands ready and 
committed to helping improve the 
situation in Rakhine State and bettering 
the lives of all its peoples.  

EU support to education in IDP camps, through the 
Lutheran World Federation, Rakhine State 
 

Hot Topics 

Peace 

Without peace there can be neither 
democracy nor prosperity in Myanmar. 
Through working closely with the ethnic 
groups, the government, the Myanmar 
Peace Centre (MPC) and civil society 
organisations, the EU is financing and 
politically and technically supporting 
peace, reconciliation, rehabilitation and 
development in the ethnic states of 
Myanmar. The EU Peace and Conflict 
Resolution package for Myanmar is 
currently over €81 million. As part of these 
efforts, four important projects (EUR 21 
million) started implementing their 
activities in March this year in Rakhine, 
Kachin, Kayah and Shan State through 
various consortiums of international and 
local NGOs operating in these ethnic 
areas.   
 
The EU also welcomes the recent 
successful conclusion of the 7th round of 
negotiations between the Myanmar 
Government and the ethnic armed groups. 
The Preliminary agreement that was 
reached on 31st March among the 
negotiating teams of all parties on the text 

for a Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement, 
raises hope that this will be a milestone for 
the Myanmar peace process. We look 
forward to welcoming the signing of the 
National Ceasefire Accord in the coming 
weeks, and to see the start of inclusive 
work on a Joint Framework for Political 
Dialogue. The EU – together with other 
donors – is actively working on the 
preparation of a Joint Peace Fund that 
aims to support the next phases of the 
peace process with a long term approach. 
Peace is not something that can be bought 
and paid for through international 
assistance – but active support can help. 

 
Elections 

The EU is pleased to scale up its ongoing 
support to the UEC and other domestic 
election actors through our STEP 
Democracy programme (Support To 
Electoral Processes and Democracy in 
Myanmar) led by International IDEA and 
partners. EU assistance of EUR 8 million 
(2014-2017), covers five components, 
namely, the Union Election Commission 
(UEC) and effective stakeholder 
engagement, political parties, civil society 
(domestic election observation/advocacy 
and voter education), media and 
information sharing and consortium 
impact.  
 
Implementation of activities has started, 
and notably on 2nd April, Ms. Isabel Faria 
de Almeida, EU Head of Cooperation, gave 
the opening remarks alongside Hon. Tin 
Aye, Chairman of the UEC and I-IDEA 
Regional Director, Ms Leena Rikkila, at the 
Election Risk Management Workshop. 
The two day workshop facilitated 
coordination and collaboration between 
representatives of civil society 
organizations, political parties and other 
electoral stakeholders. Participants were 
introduced to I-IDEA's Electoral Risk 
Management tool (ERM) and invited to 
jointly assess and map electoral risks and 
consider mitigation and prevention 
strategies in every region and state of 
Myanmar ahead of November.  

The EU is also preparing to send an EU 
Election Observation Mission to Myanmar, 
following an official invitation sent by the 
UEC to this end on 30th March. 

Strengthening Civil Society 
Since 2008 the EU engaged with civil 
society as a key component its 
development assistance, recognising that 
Civil Society Organisations are a vital part 
of the reform and development process; 
they work to hold political actors 
accountable, help the government comply 
with international norms and ensure that 
the voices of minority or marginalised 
communities are heard in the political 
process. Having organised four 
consultations in October and November 
last year (twice in Yangon, once in 
Mandalay and Mawlamyine) the EU is 
currently finalising a Roadmap with the 
purpose of developing a common 
framework for the engagement of the EU 
and Member States with civil society. 

This process will enable the EU and donors 
to better focus their support to empower 
civil society, to contribute to an enabling 
environment for civil society, to 
strengthen the participation of CSOs in 
policy making and in their role as service 
providers as well as in strengthening the 
democratic process, transparency and 
accountability. 

A Call for Proposals was launched on 
February 26th (link here) with an overall 
indicative amount of EUR 3.7 million. The 
overall objective is the enhancement of 
Civil Society Organisations participation in 
Myanmar's public policies and 
programmes as a pre-condition for a more 
equitable, open and democratic society. 

 
For further information: 

Email: DELEGATION-MYANMAR-OPERATIONS@eeas.europa.eu 
Website: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/myanmar/index_en.htm 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EUinMyanmar 

http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/myanmar/index_en.htm
https://www.facebook.com/EUinMyanmar
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome&nbPubliList=15&orderby=upd&orderbyad=Desc&searchtype=RS&aofr=136680&userlanguage=en
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