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"If the political will is there, we can solve anything." 
Martti Ahtisaari ex-president of Finland, Peace Nobel Prize 2008 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

News / Events 

International Democracy Day 

International Democracy Day was held on the 

15
th

 of September. With Myanmar at the 

crossroads of a remarkable democratic 

transition, the highlight of this year's 

celebration took place at the Summit Parkview 

Hotel. A panel of international guests was 

brought together by the STEP Democracy 

consortium to mark the occasion and reflect on 

the importance of national reconciliation. The 

panel was led by Doctor Tin Myo Win, 

Chairman of the Peace Commission of 

Myanmar and followed by dozens of interested 

participants and media. 

 

Speaking Up, Supporting Peace 

By Dustin Barter (Oxfam) 
 

“I want to get involved in politics because of the 

situation living in camps. It is a critical political 

issue. After the training with Naushawng 

Education Network (NSEN), I learnt from the 

course that politics is in everything – the conflict is 

related to politics. If I am involved in politics and 

society, I can help solve the conflict and we can 

leave the camp. Politics is the reason this crisis 

continues,” explains 18-year-old peace and civic 

education graduate, Bawk Nu Aung. Displaced by 

civil war in Kachin State, northern Myanmar, 

Bawk Nu Aung epitomises a priority of the EU 

funded Durable Peace Programme (DPP): 

supporting communities to better understand 

and influence Myanmar’s peace processes. This 

occurs despite global experience demonstrating  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

that involving communities in peace processes, 

especially women, yields more comprehensive 

and sustainable peace. Addressing this 

imbalance is a core focus of DPP with activities 

such as Kachin Baptist Convention’s (KBC) 

partner NSEN’s peace and civic education 

delivered to young people displaced by civil 

war in Kachin State.  

 

 
Photo credit: Dustin Barter/Oxfam  

 

Bawk Nu Aung is now equipped to better 

serve her community and ensure their voices 

influence Myanmar’s peace processes, 

leading to her vision for a better future. “I 

hope that when I go back to my village, the 

primary school will get upgraded to a high 

school. I want to help setup a clinic in the 

area. I really want my community to 

improve”. The Durable Peace Programme is 

funded by the EU and implemented by a 

consortium of KBC, Karuna Myanmar Social 

Solidarity (KMSS), Metta, Nyein, Oxfam, 

SwissAid and Trócaire, and eighteen CSOs, 

including NSEN. 

 

Celebrating Panglong  

 

Described by the High Representative of the 

EU for Foreign Affairs, Federica Mogherini, 

as "an important milestone in the 

advancement of peace and national 

reconciliation in Myanmar", the 21st 

Century Panglong Union Peace Conference 

began on 31
st

 August and was attended by 

EU Ambassador Roland Kobia, who 

welcomed its inclusive nature. Peace is one 

of the four key sectors of our development 

support. Through the Joint Peace Fund, the 

Instrument Contributing to Stability and 

Peace and several bi-lateral projects, the EU 

has been one of the main supporters of the 

Myanmar peace process. Panglong, also 

known as Pinlon, is a town located in the 

township of Loilem, southern Shan State. 

 

 
 

EU in the field  

Empowering local communities in 

Kachin 

In August the EU travelled to Myitkyina, alias 

"Near-the-Big-River", capital of Kachin state. 

In two remote villages, we met with the 

beneficiaries of the "Community-Driven 

Safety, Protection and Development in Hard-

To-Reach Conflict Areas of Myanmar" 

project. For the EU it is essential to 

encourage marginalised groups to identify 

and prioritise the needs of their own 

community. In these villages, we followed 

the decision-making process, addressing the 

needs regarding infrastructures, livelihood 

activities and individual protection. 

 

 
 

The project targets local populations in 24 

townships located in hard to reach conflict 

areas in Myanmar in Rakhine, Kachin and 

Kayah states. Non-State-Actors play a crucial 

role in empowering local communities which 

is why the EU and the Danish Refugee 

Council support their work. 

 

Ben e f i c i a r ie s  o f  th e  S I RP  p ro j ec t  in  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  B i  S a in g  

( Y e  T o w n s h i p ,  M o n  S t a t e )  

 

The 
European 
Union in 
Myanmar 

 
Website 

eeas.europa.eu/delegations/myanmar 

Facebook 

facebook.com/EUinMyanmar 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjnZzYBrnCU
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/sites/giwps/files/Women%20Leading%20Peace.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/EUinMyanmar
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     2016 Erasmus+ Roadshow 

6 OCTOBER: Yezin Agricultural 

University 

11 OCTOBER: Mandalay Yadanabon 

University 

19 DECEMBER: Yangon University 

 

 

Yangon Film School – Open day 

On the 9th July the EU went to the Yangon Film 

School's Open Day. The YFS trains ethnically 

diverse, often disadvantaged, talented and 

passionate young men and women in Myanmar 

in the art of film making, with the aim of 

promoting diversity and democratization. The 

YFS is the only film school in Myanmar and is an 

important outlet for creative young people to 

develop their artistic skills. The primary focus of 

YFS is documentary, form of media expression 

which can best capture topical humanitarian 

issues. Throughout the day we admired 

excellent documentaries made by the students 

on a range of topics, from the death of a tyre 

and its creative rebirth in a recycling workshop, 

to living with a disability in rural Myanmar. 
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In the past decade, over sixty YFS films have 

screened at both international and national film 

festivals winning some of the first awards ever 

bestowed on films from Myanmar. The YFS also 

supported the production of the TV series Team 

Myanmar. The EU is proud to support such an 

important organization that contributes to a 

stronger society though artistic expression. 

 

Development Counsellors travel to 

Kayin 
 

Development Counsellors from the EU 

Delegation and five EU Member States (Czech 

Republic, France, Germany, the Netherlands 

and the UK) paid a visit to Kayin State in 

September. They discussed the current 

challenges and opportunities in this conflict- 

affected State with a range of local officials, 

from the Chief Minister, Daw Nan Khin Htwe 

Myint, to local civil society activists, ethnic 

armed group representatives and volunteer 

health workers. They visited several projects 

supported by European donors, including 

initiatives to combat drug-resistant malaria, via 

the 3MDG fund, and the Veranda youth cafe in 

Hpa-An, providing young people with 

opportunities to learn new skills. 

 

 
 

The EU and its Member States will continue to 

support social and economic development in 

the challenging but promising environment of 

Kayin State. 

 

 

Hot Topics 
 

Maternal Cash Transfers improve 

health and education 

A new report by UK based think-tank Overseas 

Development Institute) found strong evidence 

that maternal cash transfers bring benefits 

including higher school attendance, greater use 

of health services and reductions in the 

prevalence of stunting by 9% in children under 

5 years old (from 32% to 29%). For these and 

other reasons the Livelihood and Food Security 

Trust Fund (LIFT) announced the investment of 

14.5 Million EUR in a Maternal and Child Cash 

Transfer Programme, for the next three years. 
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MCCTs started in 2014 with pilot programmes 

in Rakhine, where mothers were given a 

monthly stipend of 13,000 kyats to buy 

nutritious food and access to health services 

over the first 1,000 days of a child’s life. In 

addition, pregnant women and mothers 

learned about the importance of a varied and 

nutritious diet. Based on the success of this 

pilot programme, 80 similar projects are being 

introduced in the Ayarwaddy Delta Region and 

the Dry Zone, benefiting more than 54 000 

women and children. 

 

Soe Thi Ha's Erasmus experience 

The EU's Erasmus+ programme is much more 

than a study abroad programme. As well as 

allowing up to two million students around 

the world to study and train abroad, it also 

offers up to 650,000 grants for vocational 

training, supports about 500,000 young 

people to volunteer abroad and gives 

opportunities to 800,000 teachers to gain new 

skills. In August we had the pleasure of 

meeting Soe Thi Ha, who has already 

benefited from the Erasmus+ programme, 

studying at universities in France, Germany 

and Belgium. 

 

 
 

He told us that experiencing new cultures and 

different education systems changed the way 

he approached his work back home and 

helped him gain the confidence to voice his 

opinions. This year the EU Delegation to 

Myanmar is organising roadshow events to 

raise awareness about Erasmus+. Three 

informative sessions will take place at the 

Yezin Agricultural University, Mandalay 

Yadanabon University and Yangon University. 

 


