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"Peace requires everyone to be in the circle – wholeness, 

inclusion."   

Isabel Allende, Chilean-American writer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Team Myanmar vs. Team EU. Much 

more than a football match 

The question was asked by many amidst 

thunder and rain felt in the afternoon of 

11th June. What is Team Myanmar? Team 

Myanmar is a production by Search for 

Common Ground supported by the EU that 

will reach the television screens in July. A 

series about a group of footballers who have 

tried and failed to gain acceptance in a 

traditional league, form a team in order to 

win a municipal tournament, overcoming 

personal difficulties and biases against one 

another. In short, a tribute to diversity. A 

tribute to diversity and also a convincing 4-2 

win against Team EU, led by commander 

Roger Reijners (national coach of Myanmar 

women's football team), and formed by 

European players who gave everything for 

the cause. 

 

And the cause was of course the Third Story 

Project, an initiative aimed at producing a series 

of children's books in Myanmar and ethnic 

languages to distribute to children in 

Myanmar. There was live music, own-goals and 

plenty of fair-play, in a charity event organised in 

cooperation with the MFF and Yangon United 

FC. Much more than a football match. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3MDG releases 2015 annual report   

In 2015, the Three Millennium Development 

Goal Fund (3MDG) reached record levels of 

delivery and made a significant contribution to 

improving the health of the people of 

Myanmar. Since it was established in 2012, 

3MDG has expanded critical maternal, newborn 

and child health services to 4.5 million people. It 

has enabled almost 100,000 pregnant women to 

access skilled care for childbirth, and almost 

150,000 children to receive the crucial Penta 3 

vaccination against common childhood diseases. 

These figures are part of the 3MDG Fund 2015 

Annual Report, published in May 2016. 

Working in close cooperation with the Ministry 

of Health, 3MDG brings a number of 

international donors together (including the 

European Union) in a single fund to help 

building a sustainable healthcare across 

Myanmar. To read the 2015 Annual Report and 

know more about 3MDG's mission click here. 

How to create a more enabling 

environment for CSOs?  

Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) are 

increasingly recognised as a key actor for 

countries' development. With this in view, the 

EU Delegation, Local Resource Centre, 

ActionAid and Equality Myanmar, organised a 

workshop on 27-28 June to better understand 

how CSOs can strengthen engagement with the 

government and parliament, but also the 

international community. With the title of 

"Multi-Stakeholder Workshop on Enabling 

Environment for CSOs in Myanmar", the event 

brought together around 80 participants from a 

wide range of sectors in a lively and dynamic 

debate. A debate on the legal and policy 

framework for operation of CSOs, but also a 

debate on the role of media, private sector 

and development partners in the context of 

Myanmar's democratic transition. Practical 

recommendations were made and in the 

minds of many present was certainly the need 

to continue the dialogue initiated by the EU 

Roadmap for Engagement with Civil Society in 

Myanmar 2014-2017 – back in September 

2015. 

Decoding education reality: QBEP 

in numbers 

Already by 2015, the Quality Basic Education 

Programme (QBEP) reached over 675,000 

children and 21,600 teachers in Myanmar. 

These children benefitted from an improved 

teaching and learning environment and the 

21,600 teachers reinforced their knowledge 

and teaching skills. 34 was the number of 

townships in Myanmar receiving support from 

the QBEP. Funded by the European Union, 

UNICEF as well as Australia, Denmark, Norway 

and UK the QBEP supports the Government of 

Myanmar to improve education for all children 

through national policy and system reform. 

Read more on QBEP here. 

 

 

EU in the field  

Empowering people with 

disabilities 

In May the EU travelled to Pathein and its 

surroundings in Ayeyarwaddy Region to visit an 

EU-funded project implemented by The Leprosy 

Mission Myanmar. Through technical and 

organization support to Self-Help Groups, 

Disability Peoples' Organizations and the 14 

Disability Resource Centres, the initiative 

provides livelihood and rehabilitation support 

to people with disabilities, as well as advocacy, 

awareness raising, research and data collection.  

 

D is a b i l i ty  R es o u r ce  C e n t re  i n  P a th e in ,  A ye ya rw a d d y  R eg io n  

 

The 
European 
Union in 
Myanmar 

 
Website 

eeas.europa.eu/delegations/myanmar 

Facebook 

facebook.com/EUinMyanmar 

http://3mdg.org/newsroom/item/921-3mdg-releases-annual-report
http://www.unicef.org/myanmar/education_20838.html
http://www.facebook.com/EUinMyanmar
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We met with direct beneficiaries including 

the Myanmar Physically Handicapped 

Association, and the Department of Social 

Welfare in Pathein and Nay Pyi Taw. Progress 

has shown that the various groups displayed 

unity and solidarity in tackling the realities 

that People with Disabilities face, which 

include social exclusion, abuse and barriers 

limiting access to basic services. Nearly 2.3% 

of Myanmar’s population are estimated to 

have some form of intellectual or physical 

disability. The EU is dedicated to the 

elimination of poverty. Read more about our 

work here! 

The EU in Taninthatyi region 

On 9th June representatives from the 

European Union met with the Chief Minister 

of the Tanintharyi Region in the city of Dawei 

and discussed how to strengthen governance 

at a decentralised level. This was part of a 

three-day visit to the region in southeastern 

Myanmar organised with VNG International 

and Lokha Ahlinn – European Union's 

implementing partners in a pilot project on 

participatory approaches to local 

governance. Meetings with local authorities 

at Region, Township and Municipal level, 

CSOs and the private sector informed on 

opportunities for strengthening local 

capacities to better address people's needs. 

 

MyJustice travels to Mon State  

As the rainy season was setting in, the EU 

went to Mawlamyaing (Mon State) to meet 

the Chief Justice and the Attorney General, 

and visit a local Justice Centre supported by 

the MyJustice project. Through their 

outreach programmes, these centres provide 

legal advice and representation to 

communities on various issues, including 

land rights, gender-based violence and 

human trafficking. “It is important that 

Myanmar’s transition to democracy is driven 

by the rule of law and respect for human 

rights, said Isabel Faria de Almeida, EU Head 

of Cooperation. We hope that the EU 

flagship programme MyJustice can play a 

vital role towards improving access to justice 

for all, ending impunity and achieving 

greater protection of human rights.”  

Implemented by the British Council, 

MyJustice is the largest access to justice 

programme in Myanmar, with EUR 20 million 

(MMK 30 billion) to support mostly poor, 

vulnerable and marginalized groups. 

 

 

Hot Topics 

#EU4HumanRights – our hashtag, 

our commitment 

Respect for human rights and dignity is one of 

the EU's core values. For that reason, the EU 

draws on a range of tools to promote human 

rights and democracy objectives in Myanmar, 

including through our development 

cooperation programme. On April 5th, the EU 

Delegation held an information session on the 

EIDHR Country-Based Support Scheme 2016 

Call for Proposals launch, attended by almost 

25 participants. The aim is to empower and 

support the work of community Human Rights 

Defenders and to foster a culture of tolerance 

and pluralism. Our commitment towards 

Human Rights Defenders was re-affirmed in 

May during the 3-days National Human Rights 

Defenders Forum. This conference brought 

together many working to protect human 

rights of all Myanmar citizens, to share 

experiences, knowledge and ideas. Alongside 

the Myanmar National Human Rights 

Commission and the UN, the Delegation 

presented the different ways the EU supports 

human rights defenders and their work in 

Myanmar and across the world. To find out 

more about EU's work visit the website 

www.protectdefenders.eu.  

Check out the latest from the 

Erasmus + programme 

Following a workshop held in November 2015 

– where representatives from the Ministry of 

Education and Erasmus Alumni discussed 

opportunities for international cooperation in 

higher education – the Erasmus + programme 

is again in the loop in 2016. Erasmus is the 

EU's flagship student mobility programme. It 

offers opportunities for higher education 

institutions, students and staff from partner 

countries outside the EU. So far over 170 

Myanmar nationals have benefitted from the 

scholarship programmes, and 12 Myanmar 

students and academics were able to benefit 

from the student and staff mobility in the first 

round of 2015. We hope this number will 

grow considerably in the years to come so 

that Myanmar and European students and 

academics can continue to benefit from 

mutual learning and exchange! More 

information on applications for the 2016 

Erasmus+ scholarship programme can be 

found here! 

 

Gender Action Plan 2016- 2020 

The EU aims at a world where the rights of 

women are claimed, valued and respected. In 

September 2015, the EU adopted a new 

action plan on gender equality and women's 

empowerment for the 2016-2020. Its aim is 

to support partner countries to achieve 

tangible results towards gender equality 

which is at the core of European values, as 

well as of the new Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). EU's approach in Myanmar is 

based on 3 pillars: Firstly, funding projects 

targeting gender issues. This includes areas 

such as women’s experience of conflict and 

violence or empowerment to advance 

leadership skills. Secondly, gender 

mainstreamed in our focal sectors. Thirdly, 

by ensuring that gender equality is on our 

agenda when meeting the Myanmar 

authorities and through PR activities. EU's 

engagement on gender equality and women 

empowerment will remain a priority in the 

next years. Stay tuned!  

http://www.leprosymission.org.uk/about-us-and-leprosy/where-we-work/myanmar.aspx
http://www.protectdefenders.eu/
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/myanmar/eu_travel/erasmus/index_en.htm

