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"Education can be a force for preventing conflict, 
reconstructing countries after conflict, and building peace."  
Jose Ramos-Horta (Timor Leste), Nobel Peace Prize  
Co-recipient, 1996. 
 

 

 

Basic Education Primary School of Kont Thar village, 

Kayah State 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Myanmar journalist wins European 

award 
Myanmar journalist Ko Htet Khaung Linn was 

awarded the European Commission's Lorenzo 

Natali media prize for his outstanding article on 

the underage sex trade in Myanmar. Rewarding 

exceptional contributions to journalism around 

the globe, the award links the EU's commitment 

to freedom of expression and human rights with 

the eradication of poverty and development.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ko Htet Khaung Linn's article "Poverty Drives 

Myanmar Girls into Underage Sex Work" delves 

deep into an issue firmly embedded in the 

country's dynamic developing landscape. Due to 

the shortage of work opportunities in the 

countryside and a lack of adequate well-paid 

jobs, women as well as adolescent girls are 

forced into the clandestine sex industry.  

Being at the heart of European values, gender 

equality is enshrined within the EU's legal and 

political framework. Aiming for tangible 

improvements in gender equality and the 

establishment of a more enabling environment 

for the fulfilment of women's and girls' rights, 

the EU in Myanmar is funding projects targeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

specific gender issues such as women as victims 

of conflict and violence, rights of marginalized  

girls, women and women's cooperatives. 

Read Ko Htet Khaung Linn's article here. 

 

Second phase of SMART Myanmar 

launched in January! 
From January 2016 to December 2019, the EU-

funded SMART Myanmar project will aim at 

further boosting Myanmar's garment industry 

and help factories improve social and 

environmental standards.  

 

The launch event of the Second Phase of SMART 

(SMEs for environmental Accountability, 

Responsibility and Transparency) organized on 

January 19th reaffirmed the need to consolidate 

previous achievements and to scale-up and 

institutionalize successful practices in Myanmar 

which were developed and implemented during 

SMART’s first phase from 2013 – 2015.  

By sharing international experience, SMART 

supports local companies meeting the consumer 

requirements in Europe for products that are 

good for the environment and for the people as 

well as increasing international competitiveness 

of SMEs in this sector. Among the activities 

conducted, trainings will be provided to 

strengthen the organizational capacity of the  

 

Myanmar Garment Manufacturers Association 

(MGMA), workshops will be carried out with 

local banks on green financial instruments, and a 

branding and communication initiative "Made in 

Myanmar" will be launched.  

 

EU in the field  

Education Programme in Southern 

Shan State and Kayah State 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Between 3-5 February 2016, EU representatives 

visited Pin Laung Township in Southern Shan 

State and Loikaw and Demawso Townships in 

Kayah State, where the Quality Basic Education 

Programme (QBEP) supports the Government of 

Myanmar to improve access to, and quality of, 

school readiness and primary level education for 

all children.  

 

The areas visited are predominantly rural and 

have been affected by conflicts limiting access of 

the population to essential public services. The 

EU Delegation visited schools in Sinn Taung and 

Lei Htoon villages in Southern Shan State and in 

Oo Ku Ri and Kont Thar villages in Kayah State. 

Students, parents, teachers and representatives 

from the government reported improvements in 

education indicators, in particular regarding 

enrolment and graduation rates. State and 

Township Education officials however flagged 

the need for continuous training to ensure that 

teachers effectively apply the knowledge they 

have acquired.   

 

The goal of the QBEP is to help ensuring that 

national education policies and plans are 

inclusive and informed; and to deliver quality 

education services to children in 34 core 

disadvantaged townships throughout the 

country. QBEP is supported by the Multi Donor 

Education Fund (MDEF), comprising Australia, 

Denmark, the European Union, Norway, the 

United Kingdom, and implemented by UNICEF in 

partnership with the Government of Myanmar. 

Read more about the QBEP programme. 

 

Children in Sinn Taung Basic Education primary School, Pin 
Laung Township, Southern Shan State.  

 

Ko Htet Khaung Linn receives the EU Lorenzo Natali 
prize by EU Ambassador Roland Kobia in Yangon, 15 
Jan 2016 

 

The 
European 
Union in 
Myanmar 

 

SMART Myanmar's logo 

http://www.myanmar-now.org/news/i/?id=e40ffa04-1269-4601-9ebc-a031d92de0d6
http://uni.cf/17QwVih
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Livelihoods and Food Security Trust 

Fund (LIFT) Board Field Visit to Labutta 

Between 23-25 February 2016, EU 

representatives participated in a LIFT Fund Board 

field trip to observe several Delta programme 

projects and to understand the synergies 

between them. 

 

Visited projects included Metta's Paw Taw Mu 

seed farm, Mercy Corps' economic growth 

project in Kyee Chaung Village, and Save the 

Children's project in Gant Eik village which 

focuses on Health System Strengthening (funded 

by 3MDG). The Livelihoods and Food Security 

Trust Fund has been operational for four years 

and has provided direct assistance to over 2.5 

million people living in the poorest and most 

food insecure parts of the country.  

 

At the end of 2013, LIFT had funded a total of 76 

projects ranging in size from USD 160 000 to USD 

22 million in 95 of the 330 townships of 

Myanmar/Burma. LIFT’s purpose is to increase 

food security, income and nutrition of vulnerable 

populations in rural areas. The United Kingdom 

Department for International Development 

(DFID) is the second largest donor of LIFT after 

the EU, with USD 55, 59 million. The European 

Union contributes to 41% of the budget with 

USD 74, 14 million. 

 

 

Opening ceremony of the ChuChu 

workshop  
On 25 February, EU representatives attended the  

opening ceremony of the ChuChu Workshop, 

priding the group's biggest creative and recycling 

endeavor to date. Started in April 2013, this 

initiative aims to raise awareness amongst 

communities on best practices of Solid Waste 

Management. From 3 women in 2013 to 21 

members today, 1000 items are produced in a 

creative and sustainable manner monthly and  

sold to handicraft and souvenir shops in Yangon. 

With the support of implementing partners, the 

 

 group has grown and become a social enterprise 

 producing beautiful, useful and environmentally 

friendly handicrafts with various recycled 

materials. 

 

 

Funded by the EU and the Italian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, ChuChu, is a pilot project 

initiated within the framework of the three-year 

project "Environmental protection and 

sustainable development: building local 

capacities on Solid Waste Management in 

Myanmar". Learn more about ChuChu project. 

 

Hot Topics 

International Women Day 2016--------- 
On the occasion of the International Women's 

Day on 8 March, Frederica Mogherini, the High 

Representative of the European Union for 

Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, delivered a 

strong message affirming the European Union's 

support to gender equality and empowerment 

of women worldwide. Have a look at Frederica 

Mogherini's message. 
  

Because images can sometimes say more than 

words, a filming team prepared short videos 

showing how the EU is engaged with 

communities across Myanmar for more women 

empowerment, and those videos are now ready 

to be shared here !  

Most Europeans in favour of 

increasing development aid---------------  
In spite of the difficult economic times 

Europeans continue to feel very positively about 

development cooperation. Nearly 85% think it is 

 important to help people in developing 

countries and 67% believe that development aid 

should be increased.  These figures were 

revealed by the Special Eurobarometer on the 

European Year for Development citizens’ views  

on development, cooperation and aid, published 

in January 2016. For more information click here. 

"Team Myanmar" TV series set for 

production 
On 4 February, the inaugural event launching  the 

production of the "Team Myanmar" TV series 

took place in Yangon. A radio show depicting the 

daily struggles of a diversified football team has 

already been airing, with the overall objective of 

facilitating a process of reconciliation across 

ethnic, political, generational and gender divides 

in Myanmar. Funded by the EU, implemented by 

Search for Common Ground in partnership with 

Shalom Foundation and Yangon Film School, 

"Reconciliation in Myanmar: Bridging the Divides 

with Cultural Expression" aims to strengthen 

relationships between inter-ethnic and religious 

groups. 

 

European journalists visiting 

The European Journalism Centre, in cooperation 

with the European Commission invited 12 EU 

journalists on a press visit to explore  

development cooperation between the EU and 

the Republic of the Union of Myanmar. The press 

trip is planned for 4-8 April 2016.  

Participants will have an opportunity to visit 

projects in Yangon supporting governance, solid 

waste management, as well as improvement of 

production standards and employment 

conditions. A visit to an ethnic area will also 

present EU projects promoting reconciliation 

and return of IDPs, as well as civil society 

engagement in human rights issues in the 

context of Myanmar's democratic transition.  

Events 
10 March: 2nd Reference Group meeting on  
the EU Roadmap for Engagement with CSOs. 
 
March: Publication of the Electoral 
Observation Mission (EOM) report with  
return of Chief Observer Alexander Graf 
Lambsdorff. 
 
March: EIDHR Country-Based Support 
Scheme 2016 Call for Proposals launch here . 

 

 

 

A farmer production group presenting their 

account book and income increase. 

For further information: 
Email: DELEGATION-MYANMAR-OPERATIONS@eeas.europa.eu 

Website: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/myanmar/index_en.htm 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EUinMyanmar 

The Team Myanmar 

The ChuChu Workshop in Dala, Yangon. 

https://www.facebook.com/kyutkyutmm/timeline
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4pevDUejZc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCttLuSRt8yDqR4ZzCZneA9g
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_421_en.pdf
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?ADSSChck=1458621548066&do=publi.detPUB&searchtype=QS&orderby=upd&orderbyad=Desc&nbPubliList=15&page=1&aoref=151418
https://www.facebook.com/EUinMyanmar

