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"Good news from Myanmar! The historic vote from yesterday can start 
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The EU witnesses historic elections 

The European Union congratulates the people 

of Myanmar for the general elections that took 

place on 8 November. International and local 

observer groups, including the EU Election 

Observation Mission, highlighted that the 

elections were generally well conducted on 

Election Day. Statements issued by key political 

stakeholders in the following days indicate that 

the result was widely accepted, allowing the 

democratic process to move forward.  

The EU has extended support to the Union 

Election Commission, political parties and civil 

society at various stages of election 

preparation. On Election Day, colleagues from 

the Delegation took part in the EU Election 

Observation Mission. 

 

The EU Delegation sent fourteen Local Short 

Term Observers to join the Observation 

Mission headed by Alexander Graff 

Lambsdorff, Vice President of the  

European Parliament. Altogether, EU Observers 

formed the largest team of international 

observers, with over 150 people on the ground 

on Election Day. Our colleagues were deployed  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to the States and Regions of Kachin, Mandalay 

Rakhine, Sagaing, Taninthary and in Yangon. 

Everywhere we went on 8 November, we were 

struck by the motivation and patience 

demonstrated by voters as people waited in line 

to cast their ballot, often for many hours. 

 

 

The EU will keep supporting the 

democratisation process in the post-election 

period, including through the three-year STEP 

Democracy programme. Follow the latest 

updates about STEP Democracy on their new 

website: http://www.stepdemocracy.eu  

 

 

 

 

The EU's role in supporting peace in 

Myanmar  

The EU continues to be one of the most 

significant donors to peace in Myanmar, with a 

current portfolio of over €58 million. Currently 

four separate consortiums of partners are 

implementing projects in the States of Kachin, 

Kayah, Rakhine and Shan, to support peace, 

reconciliation and development. Meanwhile, 

the EU supports stakeholders to the peace 

process, including Ethnic Armed Organisations, 

through the Shalom (Nyein) Foundation and the 

Myanmar Peace Centre (MPC). 

On 15 October 2015, a significant milestone was 

reached towards achieving a lasting settlement 

of decades of armed conflict in Myanmar, with 

the signature of the National Ceasefire 

Agreement (NCA) between the Government of 

Myanmar and eight Ethnic Armed 

Organisations. Major international donors are 

committed to supporting future phases of the 

peace process, notably through the forthcoming 

Joint Peace Fund, which will provide long-term 

support to the peace process and peacebuilding 

at the community level. The EU will be one of 

the largest contributors to the fund, which will 

be officially launched in 2016. 

  

 

EU in the field  

Preserving natural resources in 
Myanmar's "deep South" 

 

 

 

 

 

In October, we travelled to Taninthary region, 

in the South-East of Myanmar between the 

Andaman Sea and Thailand, an area which has 

been closed to international presence until 

recently. We visited an EU-funded project 

implemented by Fauna and Flora International 

focusing on biodiversity conservation. 

Field visit to Taninthary Region, October 2015 

 

EU Delegation observers in Yangon on Election Day 

 

EU Delegation observers at a polling station in 

Rakhine State on Election Day 

 

A polling station in a village of Rakhine State 
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The region is home to large mangrove areas and 

an archipelago of more than 800 islands. Under 

this project, the local Forest Department offices 

are receiving technical assistance for the 

designation of two new protected areas, Lenya 

and Taninthary National Parks. There, the 

forests are home to a number of endangered 

species. Critically endangered species such as 

tigers and pangolins have been "caught on 

camera", using innovative systematic terrestrial 

biodiversity research tools.  

Reaching voters in Nagaland  

 

 

In September, the EU invited a group of 

Myanmar journalists to travel to the Self-

Administered Zone of Nagaland, in Sagaing 

Region, in an effort to give voice in mainstream 

media to the people of Myanmar living in very 

remote areas. The journalists witnessed the 

reach of Civic and Voter Education that is being 

conducted in the field by our partners under the 

EU-funded STEP Democracy programme.  

The journalists met with prospective voters, as 

well as representatives from the election sub-

commission, political parties, independent 

candidates, civil society organisations and local 

authorities to discuss the elections in this scenic 

and remote part of Myanmar. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hot Topics 

Erasmus+ roundtable  

On 25 November, the EU delegation organised 

the first Myanmar workshop to promote 

International Cooperation in Higher Education. 

About 40 participants from Universities, 

representatives from the Ministry of Education, 

higher education experts and Erasmus Alumni 

shared their experience and discussed learning 

opportunities in Europe for students and staff, 

including the new Erasmus+ programme. 

 

 

This event allowed key actors in the field to 

meet in order to identify solutions to the 

challenges that currently exist in International 

Cooperation for Higher Education in Myanmar. 

Education is one of the two largest sectors of 

EU Development assistance in Myanmar, and 

we are exploring new avenues for cooperation 

with the Government in that field in the near 

future. 

More information on applications for the 2016 

Erasmus+ scholarship programme can be 

foundkhere:vhttp://eeas.europa.eu/delegations

/myanmar/eu_travel/erasmus/index_en.htm 

Trade 

Many new trade and investment opportunities 

promise to create jobs, raise incomes, and 

benefit consumers in Myanmar and abroad. On 

6 October 2015, our new Trade Development 

Programme was launched in Nay Pyi Taw, at an 

event gathering approximately 100 

representatives from Government Ministries 

and Development Partners. The €10.5 million 

project, implemented by GIZ and co-financed 

by the German Government, provides technical 

assistance  to  several  ministries.  It aims  to  

 

 

 

 

 

support the reform of trade policies, promote 

exports, improve customs procedures and 

ensure quality standards for food safety and 

consumer protection. 

Forest conservation   

Myanmar's forest sector used to be known for 

its sustainable forestry practices. However, 

starting in the 1970s, illegal logging activities 

increased, particularly of high-value species 

such as teak and rosewood. In 2013, Myanmar 

expressed its interest to start working with the 

EU to address illegal logging and improve forest 

governance in the country.  

The EU works with timber producing and 

consuming countries around the world through 

Voluntary Partnership Agreements (VPAs) to 

address the issue of illegal logging and support 

the trade in legal timber. A VPA is a bilateral 

trade agreement negotiated between the EU 

and a timber-exporting country outside the EU. 

It is a key component of the EU Forest Law 

Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) 

Action Plan which seeks to strengthen forest 

governance at the national level through a multi 

stakeholder approach. 

In Myanmar, the EU Delegation has co-

organised a series of events with the Ministry of 

Environmental Conservation and Forestry 

(MOECAF), private sector and local CSOs to 

introduce the VPA to stakeholders who are 

currently assessing their interest in working 

towards such an agreement with the EU. 

In September 2015, leaders and representatives 

from government, private sector and civil 

society from Myanmar and China met to discuss 

the illegal cross-border timber trade between 

the two countries and find ways to cooperate to 

address the problem.  

Findkoutkmorekatkhttp://ec.europa.eu/environ

ment/forests/flegt.htm 

 

 

  

 

Events 

December: Consultations with CSOs and 
NGOs on Democracy and Human Rights 

January: First  meetings  of  the  four        
Reference  Groups  of  the  EU   Roadmap  
for Engagement with  CSOs in Myanmar 

  
 

  

 

Journalists interviewing prospective voters in 
Nagaland, Sagaing Region, September 2015 

 

The EU discussing project implementation with 
Taninthary Region authorities 

 

For further information: 

Email: DELEGATION-MYANMAR-OPERATIONS@eeas.europa.eu 
Website: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/myanmar/index_en.htm 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EUinMyanmar 

Representatives from Universities discuss International 
Cooperation in Higher Education 
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