
Newsletter for journalists, 13 July 2010 

All the materials of this newsletter may be freely used and reproduced in electronic and print media, as well 

as any other information projects. 

Reprint of these materials must contain a reference to the Delegation of the European Union to Moldova.  

The Delegation fully encourages dissemination of its information products among the Moldovan mass 

media, central and local authorities, public organisations, universities, etc. 

 

Announcements 

13 JULY, BRUSSELS 

European Commission presents the Report on free movement of workers and new Eurobarometer survey 

on mobility. More information at >>> 

19-20 JULY, BRUSSELS 

European Commission holds the Conference on the Common Agricultural Policy after 2013 "CAP post-

2013". More information at >>> 

26-27 JULY, BRUSSELS 

Meeting of the Steering Committee of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum. More information at >>> 

 

News (29 June-13 July) 

BELGIUM TAKES OVER THE ROTATING EU PRESIDENCY  

On 1 July Belgium took over the rotating six-month EU Presidency, and will pass it to Hungary on 1 January 

2011.  

Fight against financial crisis, creation of new jobs and climate change have become key points of the new 

presidency’s working programme. Belgium will advocate more institutional control over financial markets 

to protect businesses from financial instability risks. The new presidency will also focus on environment, as 

it intends to enhance energy efficiency, promote green transport and reform the EU’s energy law. More 

information at >>> 

 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  

KEY INVESTMENT PROJECTS IN THE EUROPEAN NEIGHBOURHOOD GET A €85 MILLION BOOST 

On 2 July the European Commission decided to grant an additional €85 million to the Neighbourhood 

Investment Facility (NIF) for 2010. This will allow neighbouring partner countries, including Moldova, to 

leverage increased funding for major investment projects in key areas such as energy, transport and 

environment, as well as in the social sector (for projects such as construction of schools and hospitals). 

Private sector development will also be encouraged, targeting especially Small and Medium Enterprises 

(SMEs). 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=458&langId=en
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-post-2013/conference/index_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/eastern/civil_society/steering_committee_en.htm
http://eutrio.be/
http://eutrio.be/


Commissioner for Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy Štefan Füle commented: “Today's 

decision underlines our commitment to support our neighbours in key sectors such as environment, 

transport or provision of health and social services”. More information at >>> 

 

ASHTON WELCOMES GEORGIAN PLAN FOR ABKHAZIA AND SOUTH OSSETIA 

On 8 July the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Catherine Ashton welcomed the 

adoption by the Georgian government of the Action Plan for Engagement for Abkhazia and South Ossetia. 

In a statement, she said she was “encouraged by the constructive proposals in the Plan”, adding it 

represented “a significant step forward towards a policy of engagement with the populations living in the 

regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia” – a “prerequisite for finding a peaceful resolution to the conflict”. 

Catherine Ashton reiterated the EU’s firm support for the security and stability of Georgia, “based on full 

respect for the principles of independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity recognized by international 

law.” More information at >>> 

 

VAN ROMPUY VISITS UKRAINE 

On 9 July the President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy paid a working visit to Ukraine, upon 

the invitation of the President of Ukraine, Viktor Yanukovych. Besides the meeting with President 

Yanukovych, Herman Van Rompuy met Prime Minister Mykola Azarov and Speaker of Parliament 

Volodymyr Lytvyn. 

The meetings covered issues of mutual interest such as the reform process in Ukraine and EU-Ukraine 

relations, including the state-of-play of negotiations on the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. More 

information at >>> 

 

COMMISSIONER FÜLE VISITS BELARUS  

On 9 July the European Commissioner for Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy Štefan Füle 

paid the first official visit to Belarus. Füle urged the authorities in Belarus to seize the opportunity to take 

forward their ties with the EU. 

''We share with Belarus much more than just a common border. Our cultural and economic ties go back 

many centuries. We have an opportunity to see these ties go forward, and extended; if this opportunity is 

seized by Belarusian authorities for the benefit of their citizens.'' stated Commissioner Füle prior to the 

visit. 

In Minsk the Commissioner met President Alyaksander Lukashenka, other Belarusian leaders, 

representatives of the opposition and civil society, and spoke to the media. More information at >>> 

 

ECONOMY 

TOURISM: KEEPING EUROPE THE WORLD'S TOP DESTINATION 

On 30 June the European Commission adopted a Communication on tourism that aims to keep Europe the 

world's top tourist destination. In particular, the Communication suggests a new consolidated policy 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/880&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/115731.pdf
http://www.european-council.europa.eu/the-president.aspx
http://www.european-council.europa.eu/the-president.aspx
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/fule/headlines/news/2010/07/20100709_en.htm


framework for the future of the European tourism and a series of initiatives at European level to be 

implemented in close cooperation with representatives of the public and private tourism sector.  

The new EU Tourism policy framework will mainly concentrate around four pillars: improving the 

competitiveness of the tourism sector in Europe, promoting the continuous sustainable development of EU 

tourism, enhancing Europe's image as home to sustainable and high quality destinations and maximising 

the potential of EU policies and financial instruments for the development of European tourism. More 

information at >>> 

 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT BACKS ROOT-AND-BRANCH REFORM OF FINANCIAL SUPERVISION 

On 7 July the European Parliament (EP) sent a strong message to EU Member States that the only option 

for effective financial supervision is one based on a thorough reform of the current system, with the 

establishment of European authorities capable of taking effective action to avert crises and avoid taxpayer 

bailouts. 

Parliament voted to give a number of powers to the three European supervisory authorities (ESAs) which 

will be charged with controlling practices in the banking, securities and markets, and insurance sectors 

respectively. The ESAs would be able to issue decisions directly to a financial institution such as a bank, 

where the national supervisor has not been able to change some of its practices that are considered 

unsound. More information at >>> 

 

SOCIETY  

OVER 188 MILLION PEOPLE IN EUROPE HAVE A EUROPEAN HEALTH INSURANCE CARD 

On 1 June the European Commission's Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Equal 

Opportunities announced that over 188 million people in Europe now have a European Health Insurance 

Card. This figure is equivalent to 3.2% more people than in 2008, according to the most recent figures 

provided by Member States. This is around 37% of the total EU population. 

The European Health Insurance Card makes it easier for people from the European Union’s 27 Member 

States plus Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland to access healthcare services during temporary 

visits abroad. The card ensures that citizens will get the same access to public sector healthcare (e.g. a 

doctor, a pharmacy or a hospital) as nationals of the country they are visiting. More information at >>> 

 

FOUR MEMBER STATES OFFER EQUIPMENT TO COPE WITH THE FLOODS IN ROMANIA  

On 2 July, Romanian authorities activated the EU Civil Protection Mechanism requesting support in 

addressing the severe floods affecting the north-eastern part of the country. The request for assistance in 

form of inflatable dams, pumps, power generators, water purification systems, lighting kits and other 

material was immediately communicated to all Participating States through the Commission's Monitoring 

and Information Centre (MIC).  

Within hours after the activation of the system, France, Estonia, Belgium and Austria made their first offers 

for assistance, some of which have been accepted by Romania.  

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/10/289&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/10/289&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/042-77910-186-07-28-907-20100706IPR77909-05-07-2010-2010-false/default_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=841&furtherNews=yes


"Once again Europe has witnessed new examples of solidarity when disaster strikes", said Kristalina 

Georgieva, European Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response. 

More information at >>> 

 

EU MEMBER STATES GRANTED CITIZENSHIP TO 696,000 PERSONS IN 2008 

On 6 July Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union reported that 696,000 persons acquired 

citizenship of EU Member States in 2008, compared with 707 000 in 2007. The new citizens in 2008 came 

mainly from Africa (29% of the total number of citizenships acquired), non-EU27 Europe (22%), Asia (19%) 

and North and South America (17%). 

In 2008, the highest number of citizenships were granted by France (137,000 persons), the United Kingdom 

(129,000) and Germany (94,000), which together accounted for over 50% of all citizenships granted by the 

EU Member States. Romania acquired 5,590 citizenships, 89% of the new citizens had been citizens of the 

Republic of Moldova. More information at >>> 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/883&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=STAT/10/100&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

