
Newsletter for journalists (15 June-29 June) 

All the materials of this newsletter may be freely used and reproduced in electronic and print media, as well 

as any other information projects.  

Reprint of these materials must contain a reference to the Delegation of the European Union to Moldova.  

The Delegation fully encourages dissemination of its information products among the Moldovan mass 

media, central and local authorities, public organisations, universities, etc. 

 

Announcements 

28-29 JUNE, MOSCOW 

The European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) and the Civic Chamber of the Russian Federation 

(CCRF) will hold the EU-Russia Civil Society Workshop. More information at >>> 

30 JUNE-1 JULY, BRUSSELS 

BUSINESSEUROPE and the Federation of Enterprises in Belgium will host the 8th European Business Summit 

(EBS). More information at >>> 

1-2 JULY, BRUSSELS 

The fourth European Communication Summit, the largest international conference on public relations and 

communications in Europe, will take place. More information at >>> 

7 JULY, BRUSSELS 

European Commission will present a Green Paper launching a wide-ranging debate on the future of 

pensions in Europe. More information at >>> 

12-13 JULY, BRUSSELS 

European Commission will host the 12th Annual EU-NGO Forum on Human Rights. More information at >>> 

 

News (15 June-29 June) 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION ALLOCATES URGENT HUMANITARIAN AID IN KYRGYZSTAN 

On 16 June the European Commission decided to provide emergency funding of €5 million to assist the 

vulnerable victims of the serious violence involving the Kyrgyz and Uzbek communities in Kyrgyzstan 

which erupted on 10 June. The allocated funding will be used to provide emergency medical support, 

food, water, shelter, non-food items, protection and psychosocial assistance to the victims. 

Kristalina Georgieva, European Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis 

Response stated: "The situation in the regions is serious. Many people have died and innocent civilians are 

fleeing for their lives. In addition to internally displaced people, last reports available indicate that at least 

100,000 people have crossed into Uzbekistan with tens of thousands of others waiting at the border. We 

have acted quickly in order to provide life-saving support for the victims of this devastating violence." More 

information at >>> 

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.civil-society-contribution-ue-russia-relations
http://www.ebsummit.eu/
http://www.communication-summit.eu/programme/
http://europa.eu/eucalendar/eventpopup.shtml?eventId=1276104
http://www.humanrightsngoforum.eu/programme.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/745&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/745&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  

EUROPEAN UNION LAUNCHES VISA DIALOGUE WITH MOLDOVA 

On 15 June the European Commission launched a dialogue on visa-free travel with the Republic of 

Moldova. The aim of the dialogue is to examine the relevant conditions for visa-free travel of Moldovan 

citizens to the EU as a long-term goal. 

Štefan Füle, Commissioner for Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy, stated: "This is a promise 

that we made last December to Moldova, and a sign of our commitment to the Moldovan people. I am 

happy to see that we are able to deliver it. This step towards visa-free regime with Moldova is the best 

proof that reforms at home can bring Moldovan citizens tangible benefits." More information at >>> 

EU-MOLDOVA COOPERATION COUNCIL WELCOMES THE ACHIEVED DEVELOPMENTS 

On 15 June in Luxembourg the EU-Republic of Moldova Cooperation Council at its 12th meeting 

welcomed the positive dynamics of EU-Republic of Moldova relations and the developments achieved 

over the last six months. The EU welcomed Republic of Moldova’s European aspirations and determined 

commitment to the goals of political association and economic integration with the EU. 

The EU re-affirmed its readiness to support Republic of Moldova, including with macrofinancial assistance 

and high-level advice to the government. It stressed the need for Republic of Moldova to step up efforts to 

implement effectively structural reform – notably with regard to the rule of law, the fight against 

corruption, and the business and investment climate. More information at >>> 

EUROPEAN UNION SIGNS VISA FACILITATION AGREEMENT WITH GEORGIA 

On 17 June the European Union and Georgia signed a visa facilitation agreement, opening the way for 

easier travel and people-to-people contact across Europe. The signature of the readmission agreement 

negotiated between the European Union and Georgia in parallel will be organised very soon. 

"The conclusion of a visa facilitation agreement is a concrete step forward in EU-Georgia relations. It is EU's 

message of openness to the Georgian citizens", said Cecilia Malmström, Commissioner for Home Affairs. 

"The visa facilitation and readmission agreements are very tangible result of the Eastern partnership and 

will promote interaction between citizens of the EU and Georgia and strengthen our cooperation in the 

fight against irregular immigration." More information at >>> 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION LAUNCHS THE CIUDAD PROGRAMME  

On 21-23 June the EU-funded Cooperation in Urban Development and Dialogue programme (CIUDAD) 

was officially launched during a kick off-conference in Brussels. The CIUDAD programme, with a total 

funding of €14 million under the European Neighbourhood Partnership Instrument (ENPI), covers 16 

neighbourhood countries, including the Republic of Moldova. 

Acting on the principle "think globally, act locally", this programme will support building the capacity of 

local governments to address sustainable urban development issues in cooperation with the civil society. It 

will also encourage better partnerships between neighbourhood countries and their European counterparts 

at local level. More information at >>> 

COMMISSIONER FÜLE ADDRESS SOUTH EASTERN EUROPEAN FORUM  

On 22-23 June Istanbul hosted the Annual Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the South East 

European Cooperation Process (SEECP), a forum for diplomatic and political dialogue among 12 South 

Eastern European countries, including the Republic of Moldova. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/736&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/er/115215.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/737&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/neighbourhood/documents/ciudad_pressrelease_en.pdf


Štefan Füle, Commissioner for Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy, stated in his opening 

speech in Istanbul: 

"The European project has been a project of healing Europe after the Second World War, and it was 

successful. After the end of the Cold War this success was repeated – a torn-apart continent started to 

reintegrate again. The fifth enlargement has brought a number of nations back to where they originally 

came from – to the one European family. This is a success, I strongly believe, worth repeating in countries 

of South Eastern Europe". More information at >>> 

EBRD SIGNS FIRST ENERGY EFFICIENCY LOANS IN MOLDOVA 

On 25 June the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development announced providing a €7 million 

loan to Moldova-Agroindbank and a €6 million loan to Moldindconbank, for on-lending to local 

companies undertaking energy efficiency investments. The loans are part of the EBRD’s €20 million 

Moldova Sustainable Energy Financing Facility (MoSEFF), launched in February 2010. 

It is expected that projects implemented under MoSEFF will result in total energy savings of 22,000 MWh 

per year and an annual reduction in CO2 emissions of 6,600 tonnes annually, equivalent to an estimated 2.3 

million of cubic meters of imported gas. More information at >>> 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION ADOPTS THE ANNUAL REPORT ON DEVELOPMENT AND EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE 

On 28 June the European Commission adopted its Annual Report 2010 on the implementation of EU's 

development and external assistance policies in 2009. The Commission is the second largest provider of 

development aid in the world, with commitments amounting to €12 billion, and plays a leading role in 

coordinating EU efforts to make aid more effective. 

"The Commission has acted rapidly to address the problems caused by the crises of 2008-2009 and to 

respond to the needs of the most vulnerable countries. It has shown the capacity to innovate and to adapt 

its aid instruments to maximise the impact of its support. This makes a real difference to people's lives", 

Development Commissioner, stated Andris Piebalgs, European Commissioner for Development. More 

information at >>> 

 

POLITICS  

EUROPEAN LEADERS ADOPT EUROPE 2020 STRATEGY  

On 17 June the European leaders adopted at the meeting of the European Council in Brussels Europe 

2020, a new 10-year strategy for jobs and growth which will promote the delivery of structural reforms. 

They also reaffirmed their determination to ensure fiscal sustainability, confirmed their commitment to 

ensuring financial stability and agreed on the need to reinforce coordination of economic policies. 

As regards Europe 2020, with its five quantified headline targets, the Member States will over the coming 

months discuss how specific policies can be mobilised to unlock the growth potential of the European 

Union, starting with innovation and energy policies. Investment in research and development could be 

raised to 3% of GDP. 

The leaders believe that the necessary reforms of the regulation of financial services must be completed 

urgently. "Our priority is to have a solid and healthy banking system," said Herman Van Rompuy, President 

of the European Council. More information at >>> 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH/10/332
http://www.ebrd.com/pages/news/press/2010/100625a.shtml
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/845&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/845&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/showFocus.aspx?id=1&focusId=493&lang=EN


ECONOMY 

EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK OPENS REPRESENTATIVE IN UKRAINE  

On 15 June the Vice-President of the European Investment Bank (EIB) Eva Srejber, responsible inter alia 

for EIB lending operations in EU Eastern Neighbours, signed in Luxembourg with Ukrainian Minister of 

Economy Vasyl Tsushko the Host Country Agreement for EIB representation in Ukraine. This agreement 

will improve the EIB’s response to the financing needs of public and private clients and strengthen 

cooperation with local institutions and partners in Ukraine. 

The EIB, the European Union’s bank finances projects in the Ukraine on the basis of an EU Council and 

European Parliament mandate for Eastern Partner Countries of EUR 3.7 billion for the period 2007-2013. 

The EIB also has a facility for the Eastern Partners, including Moldova, the Eastern Partners Facility, of an 

amount up to EUR 1.5 billion, with a ceiling of EUR 500 million for loans in Russia. More information at >>> 

ENERGY: COMMISSION REQUESTS 20 MEMBER STATES TO IMPLEMENT SINGLE MARKET RULES  

On 24 June the European Commission has decided to send 35 separate requests to 20 Member States to 

implement and apply in full various aspects of EU legislation to create a Single Market for gas and 

electricity. These rules aim at increasing the capacity and transparency of gas and electricity markets.  

The Member States in question now have two months to respond to the requests, which take the form of 

'reasoned opinions' under EU infringement procedures. In the absence of satisfactory responses from the 

Member States concerned, the Commission may refer them to the EU's Court of Justice. 

An efficient and fully functional EU Single Market in energy will give consumers a choice between different 

companies supplying gas and electricity at reasonable prices, and it will make the market accessible for all 

suppliers, especially the smallest and those investing in renewable energies. More information at >>> 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=BEI/10/100&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/836&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

