
Newsletter for journalists 

All the materials of this newsletter may be freely used and reproduced in electronic and print media, as well 

as any other information projects.  

Reprint of these materials must contain a reference to the Delegation of the European Union to Moldova.  

The Delegation fully encourages dissemination of its information products among the Moldovan mass 

media, central and local authorities, public organisations, universities, etc. 

 

Announcements 

14-20 JUNE 

The third edition of the EU Veterinary Week, organised in partnership with the Federation of Veterinarians 

of Europe (FVE) run across the EU. More information at >>> 

15 JUNE  

The EU-Moldova Cooperation Council takes place in Luxembourg. A live video transmission is available on 

the European Commission’s website. More information at >>> 

15 JUNE  

The EU-Ukraine Ministerial Political Dialogue takes place in Luxembourg. More information at >>> 

20-21 JUNE 

The European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE), a newly established EU agency based in Vilnius, 

Lithuania, holds its official grand opening. More information at >>> 

28 JUNE 

The European Roma Information Office (ERIO) holds a day-long Conference entitled "Fighting Roma 

Poverty, Ensuring Equality" at the European Economic and Social Committee in Brussels. More information 

at >>> 

 

News (2 June-15 June) 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  

COMMISSIONER CIOLOŞ VISITS MOLDOVA 

On 3-6 June the European Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development Dacian Cioloş paid a visit 

to Moldova. The Commissioner met with Acting President and Speaker of the Parliament Mihai Ghimpu, 

Prime Minister Vlad Filat, Minister for Agriculture and Food Industry Valeriu Cosarciuc, Deputy Speaker of 

Parliament Serafim Urechean and the Head of the Democratic Party Marian Lupu. Dacian Cioloş also met 

with Vladimir Voronin, the Head of the Communist Party, as well as with representatives of civil society. 

The main focus of his talks was on trade relations in the field of agriculture and food processing. 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/dyna/conference/
http://europa.eu/eucalendar/event.shtml?eventId=1256100
http://europa.eu/eucalendar/event.shtml?eventId=1256100
http://www.eige.europa.eu/node/331
http://erionet.org/site/
http://erionet.org/site/


"The Republic of Moldova is a country with great agricultural tradition and potential. The European Union is 

already an important partner for the country's agriculture and food processing industry. Our trade relations 

in those areas and beyond have been growing and with mutual efforts they are set to keep on growing" 

said Dacian Cioloş prior to the visit.  

Commissioner Cioloş also visited agricultural farms outside of Chisinau. More information at >>> 

 

UKRAINE PROMISES EU TO EXTEND FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

On 9 June the Government of Ukraine promised the Spanish Presidency of the European Union to extend 

the battle against corruption, human and drug trafficking and to improve border control, steps that will 

help lead to the lifting of visa requirements for Ukrainians. 

Spain's Secretaries of State for Security, Antonio Camacho, and Justice, Juan Carlos Campo, took part in the 

Political Dialogue with Ukraine on behalf of the EU, along with the European Commission's Director General 

for Justice, Freedom and Security, Jonathan Faull, while Ukraine was represented by its Minister of Justice, 

Olexander Lavrynovych. 

Jonathan Faull stressed that the EU side wished to offer its congratulations on the freedom of movement, 

but as long as proper border management would be guaranteed by both sides.  More information at >>>  

 

COMMISSIONER FÜLE: “MOLDOVA COULD SERVE AS A MODEL” 

On 9 June the European Commissioner for Enlargement and Neighbourhood Policy Štefan Füle presented a 

speech on EU-Moldova relations at the European People's Party (EPP) public hearing in the European 

Parliament ahead of the EU-Moldova Cooperation Council on 15 June.  

He told his audience that the European Commission has submitted to the European Parliament a legislative 

proposal for a €90 million macro-financial assistance package for Moldova. Moldova was “the front runner 

in EU assistance in this part of the world”, he said.  

He added that the Commission had prepared ground for the Cooperation Council to open a visa dialogue. 

“This approach applied in the case of Moldova could serve as a model for other Eastern Partnership 

countries”, said Commissioner Füle. More information at >>> 

 

POLITICS  

CROATIA MAKES A NEW STEP TOWARDS EU MEMBERSHIP 

On 6 June at referendum, Slovenia’s citizens backed ratification of Slovenia-Croatia Border Arbitration 

Agreement. According to preliminary results of the vote, the agreement has been supported by 51,48% of 

Slovenian voters who went to the polls. 

“This is an important step forward”, commented President of the European Commission José Manuel 

Barroso. “I very much welcome the support that the Slovenian people have given in the referendum on the 

Border Arbitration Agreement signed by the governments of Slovenia and Croatia”, he added. 

“Resolving this bilateral issue is an important signal for the region and the relations between Slovenia and 

Croatia”, Barroso stressed. More information at >>> 

http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/ciolos/index_en.htm
http://www.eu2010.es/en/documentosynoticias/noticias/jun9_ueucrania.html
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH/10/296&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/10/237&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=uk


BULGARIA AND ROMANIA CLOSER TO JOIN BORDERLESS SCHENGEN AREA 

On 10 June Bulgaria and Romania have moved a step closer to having their border checks with the 

borderless Schengen area lifted. The Civil Liberties Committee of the European Parliament approved a 

Council decision that both comply with data security requirements for joining the Schengen Information 

System (SIS) border control database.  

An evaluation working group had verified that Bulgaria's and Romania's branches of the SIS system (which 

are not yet connected to the central database), ensure satisfactory levels of data protection and came to a 

positive overall conclusion, thus opening the way for further tests. These tests are to begin before the end 

of the year, says the Council Decision approved by the committee. 

The report will be debated and put to a plenary vote in Strasbourg. More information at >>> 

 

EU CELEBRATES THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SCHENGEN AREA 

On 14 June the European Union celebrates the 25 anniversary of the Schengen Agreement providing for a 

gradual abolishment of controls at the common borders. The Schengen agreement was signed on the 14 

June 1985 by Belgium, Germany, France, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. 

On the occasion on the 25th Anniversary of Schengen the European Commissioner for Home Affairs, Cecilia 

Malmström said: “Schengen has become one of the most powerful symbols of the EU's capacity to improve 

the lives of its citizens. By facilitating travel, tourism and commerce, it has fostered integration and 

removed obstacles to peace and freedom in Europe. It has also touched many of our lives.” 

“The founders of Schengen taught us to look forward and to aim high. So let's celebrate their achievements 

and use them as a springboard to further enhance the freedom and security of European citizens in the 

years to come”, added Commissioner Malmström. More information at >>> 

 

ECONOMY 

EU INVITES TO JOIN PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS ON ITS TRADE POLICY  

On 7 June the European Commission launched a broad public consultation on the future direction of EU 

trade policy. The consultation is open to all stakeholders within the EU and in third countries. Individuals, 

organisations and countries that wish to participate in the consultation process are invited to send their 

contributions. 

The Commission developed a 'consultation issues paper' intended to set the scene for this consultation 

exercise. The paper raises a number of issues that are at the heart of the debate on EU's trade policy. 

The purpose of the present consultation is to gather views from relevant stakeholders regarding the 

rationale, scope and strategic objectives for a future EU trade policy. More information at >>> 

 

ESTONIA READY TO ADOPT EURO AS ITS CURRENCY 

On 9 June at the sitting of the EU’s ECOFIN Council, representatives of the euro area states adopted a 

recommendation to endorse Estonia's accession to the euro area. The Council shared the Commission's 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/024-75791-161-06-24-902-20100610IPR75790-10-06-2010-2010-false/default_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/10/251&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=FutureTradePolicy&lang=en


assessment that Estonia has achieved a high degree of sustainable convergence and therefore fulfils the 

necessary conditions for adoption of the euro as its currency. 

The Council approved the text of a letter to be sent by its president to the European Council, with a view to 

discussion of the issue at its meeting on 17 June. A decision is expected to be taken at the Council’s 

meeting on 13 July. The Commission's proposal would abrogate for Estonia what is considered as a 

derogation with effect from 1 January 2011. More information at >>>  

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION SET TO HELP PALESTINIAN ECONOMY WITH FULL OPENING OF EU MARKET 

On 10 June the EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht and Palestinian Minister of National Economy 

Hasan Abu-Libdeh discussed measures to enhance EU-Palestinian bilateral trade relations and to facilitate 

trade of Palestinian products to EU markets. 

Commissioner Karel De Gucht said: "The European Commission is expected to propose granting duty-free 

quota-free access for Palestinian exports to the EU in the coming months. This would improve the access of 

Palestinian exports to EU markets beyond our current free trade agreement and it would help to revamp 

the private sector. The EU will also continue to support the Palestinian request to become an observer to 

the World Trade Organisation as a first step towards integration into the multilateral trading system and a 

key part of the state-building process." More information at >>> 

 

EU BATHING WATER QUALITY REMAINS HIGH 

On 10 June the European Commission and the European Environment Agency presented the annual 

bathing water report that shows 96% of EU coastal bathing areas and 90% of EU bathing sites in rivers and 

lakes complied with minimum standards in 2009. It also describes where to obtain detailed and up-to-date 

information on bathing sites. The report stresses that clean bathing waters are vital for key economic 

sectors such as tourism and for plant and animal life.  

Environment Commissioner Janez Potočnik said: “Over the last thirty years, EU and national legislation has 

significantly improved the quality of Europe’s bathing waters but our work does not end here. Despite our 

decade-long track record of high quality, we need to keep up the effort constantly to both improve and 

maintain what we have achieved.” More information at >>>  

 

 

 

 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/ecofin/115006.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/719&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/717&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

