
 

 

Newsletter for journalists  
 

All the materials of this bulletin may be freely used and reproduced in electronic and print 

media, as well as any other information projects.  

 

Reprint of these materials must contain a reference to the Delegation of the European Union to  

Republic of Moldova.  

 

The Delegation  fully encourages dissemination of its information products among the Moldovan 

Mass Media, central and local authorities, public organizations, universities, etc. 

 

 

Announcements 

 

23-24 February 

The First Annual Conference of the European Technology Platform on Renewable Heating and 

Cooling will gather the entire European community of industrial and research stakeholders from 

the biomass, geothermal and solar thermal sectors. More information at>>> 

 

23-24 February  

The European Commission launches conference ICT for Energy Efficiency. This event is a 

vehicle to drive progress in the transition to an energy-efficient and low-carbon economy and 

falls in the footsteps of last year's event which increased the visibility and potential of ICTs that 

improve energy efficiency. More information at>>> 

 

25 February 

The European Investment Bank has arranged its annual press conference at the International 

Press Centre in Brussels. Philippe Maystadt, President, and Philippe de Fontaine-Vive, Vice-

President, will review the EIB‟s activities in 2009, the outlook for 2010 and items of current 

concern. More information at>>>   

 

1-5 March 

The first ever European e-Skills Week will take place highlighting the growing demand for 

skilled ICT users and professionals to drive a competitive and innovative Europe. This campaign 

aims to inform students, young professionals and SMEs about the vast range of opportunities that 

ICT-related jobs present. More information at>>> 

 

5 March 

Vice-President Viviane Reding, Commissioner for Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship, 

will present the new findings of a Eurobarometer survey on attitudes to gender equality. More 

information at>>> 

 

 

 

http://www.rhc-platform.org/cms/index.php?id=56
http://europa.eu/eucalendar/eventpopup.shtml?eventId=1247146
http://www.eib.org/about/events/conference-de-presse-annuelle-2010.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=AGENDA/10/7&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=AGENDA/10/7&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=AGENDA/10/7&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en


 

 

 

 

News (9-23 February) 

International relations 

EU and Moldova launched Human Rights Dialogue 

EU Ministers have agreed to launch a Human Rights Dialogue with Moldova to be held at least 

once a year as part of the broader political dialogue between the European Union and the 

Republic of Moldova. 

Ministers meeting in the Education, Youth and Culture Council adopted Conclusions setting the 

framework for the Dialogue. “The Council notes,” they underlined, “that the objectives of the 

Human Rights dialogue with the Republic of Moldova are on the one hand to raise human rights 

issues, including individual cases, in the Republic of Moldova and in the European Union in a 

more in-depth manner with the view toward achieving concrete results and, on the other hand, to 

enhance dialogue on human rights topics in multilateral fora.” 

  

Meetings under the dialogue will be held at least once a year, with meetings held, in principle, 

alternately in the Republic of Moldova and in the European Union. “The dialogue will integrate 

a civil society component and, on an ad hoc basis, include exchanges with relevant international 

and regional organisations such as the United Nations, the OSCE and the Council of Europe,” 

the Council Conclusions said. More information at>>>  

 

EU assessed on police actions in Belarus 

EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Catherine Ashton has 

condemned police action against the Union of Poles in Belarus, saying these developments 

undermined the EU‟s efforts to strengthen relations with Belarus. 

A statement said: "I am disappointed by the recent arrests of 40 members of the Union of Poles 

and other civil society representatives in Belarus. I condemn police action against the Union of 

Poles and what appear to be attempts by the authorities to impose a new leadership on the Polish 

community”. Catherine Ashton called on Belarus to abide “by its OSCE and international 

commitments in terms of the protection and promotion of the rights of its Minorities” and said 

she would closely follow the situation. More information at>>> 

 

Economics 

 

European Commission authorises to grant limited amounts of aid of up to €15,000 to farmers 

The European Commission authorised a Belgian scheme with a budget of €2.73 million which 

aims at supporting farmers in Flanders who encounter difficulties as a result of the current 

economic crisis. Aid under this scheme can be granted until 31 December 2010 and will take the 

form of interest subsidies and guarantees.  

The scheme is open to farmers in all sub-sectors of primary agricultural production, provided 

they were not already in difficulty on 1 July 2008 (i.e. before the beginning of the crisis). It will 

be granted through the VLIF (Vlaams Landbouwinvesteringsfonds). More information at>>> 

 

EIB provides constructioning a biofuel plant in Poland 

The European Investment Bank (EIB) is lending EUR 20.8 million for the construction and 

operation of a new plant producing bioethanol in Goswinowice, in the South-West of Poland. 

Mrs Marta Gajęcka, EIB Vice-President responsible for lending in Central Europe, including 

Poland, commented: “ The EIB funds will help Poland to meet the specific 10% target for the 

share of the utilisation of renewable energy in the transport sector by 2020. In addition, this 

project will make Poland less dependent on energy imports and create employment in the rural 

areas of southern Poland”. 

http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=20751&id_type=1
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=20768&id_type=1
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/160&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en


 

 

 

The new plant will produce annually 139 million litres of bioethanol and 100 000 tons of animal feed as a 
bi-product using locally grown and imported maize. The mission of the EIB, the European Union’s bank, 
is to contribute to the integration, balanced development and economic and social cohesion of the EU 
Member States by financing sound investment. More information at>>> 

 

Society 

 

European Commission raises the question on airport security 

On 10 February Vice-President Siim Kallas, EU Commissioner for transport, addressed the 

European Parliament on the use of body scanning technology in airport security, as part of a 

broader debate on the operation of intelligence services in the context of counter-terrorism 

strategies.  

The Vice-President stressed that "body scanning technology is not a panacea," and said that 

questions relating to the value-added of this technology to airport security, as well as health and 

privacy issues, needed to be looked at very seriously. The Vice-President will present in April a 

detailed report to the European Parliament on the use of body scanning technology and 

examining security. More information at>>> 

 

European Commission launches a one-stop helpdesk for sea motorways 

The European Commission launched a one-stop helpdesk on funding possibilities for 

"motorways of the sea" projects under the Trans-European Network for Transport (TEN-T) 

programme and the Marco Polo programme. The "motorways of the sea" initiative is a TEN-T 

priority project that aims to promote green, viable, attractive and efficient sea-based transport 

links integrated through the entire transport chain.  

European Commission Vice-President Siim Kallas, in charge of Transport, said: "I welcome this 

initiative that will make it easier for operators to find funds for their motorways of the sea 

projects. It is another example of how the European Commission is taking concrete steps to 

make our transport system greener and more efficient." 

Motorways of the sea also benefits from other potential resources, such as the European 

Investment Bank, Structural Funds, the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument, 

the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance as well as national funding. More information at>>> 

 

EU project guides consumers in Ukraine 

An EU-funded weekly television programme is helping Ukrainian consumers make informed 

choices in their daily shopping. Every Sunday, the Consumer Society and Citizen Networks 

(CSCN) project, a joint EU-UNDP initiative, presents a new TV programme for consumers, 

called “SPOZHYTYV” ("the positive consumer").  

Four sections of the programme: „Consumer news‟, „Learn and spend‟, „My rights‟, and 

„Consumer watchdog‟ will focus on teaching the consumer to deal with the dilemma of quality 

and healthy choice on a daily basis and introduce customers to new products on the market.  

 The Consumer Society and Citizen Networks project (CSCN) started in 2006. Its goal is to 

increase civil society role in sound economic governance in Ukraine according to the European 

standards, as well as promoting wide public discussion on challenges facing the consumer 

society in Ukraine. More information at>>> 

 

 

Culture 

Polish poster promotes Europe Day 2010 

Maria Mileńko from Poland became winner of the european poster competition to promote 

Europe Day 2010. The two runners-up are Diana Jung from Portugal and Martin Geier from 

Germany. The competition is aimed at European young people with an interest in graphic design 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=BEI/10/20&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=uk
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/150&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=uk
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/147&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=uk
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=19440&id_type=1


and who were born after 1985. Their work should reflect the theme of the competition - I ♥ 

Europe - but they didn‟t have to include these or any other words in it. More information at>>> 

http://www.astroman.com.pl/index.php?mod=magazine&a=read&id=658

