
Newsletter for journalists (26 January – 9 February) 
 

All the materials of this bulletin may be freely used and reproduced in electronic and print 

media, as well as any other information projects.  

 

Reprint of these materials must contain a reference to the Delegation of the European Union to  

Republic of Moldova.  

 

The Delegation  fully encourages dissemination of its information products among the Moldovan 

Mass Media, central and local authorities, public organizations, universities, etc. 

 

Announcements  

 

February 10 - The European Commission Representation in Bucharest will host a debate on the 

shift from the fall of the Iron Curtain to the latest democratic trends. More details>>> 

 

February 11 - The European Commission will present its latest evaluation of EU countries' 

efforts to increase people's awareness of single emergency number 112. More details>>>  

 

February 15 - Education, Youth & Culture Council will hold public debate exchanging of views 

on the role of education and training in Europe's efforts to promote growth and jobs. More 

details>>> 

 

February 16-17 - The 6th Annual Meeting of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development, Local Economic and Employment Development Forum on Partnerships and Local 

Governance. More details>>>  

 

February 18  - EU Finance Day for SMEs will take place in Netherlands informing about the 

EU financial instruments for SMEs together with the national financial intermediaries that 

implement these instruments locally. More details>>> 

 

February 23 - The European Commission will organise the yearly high-level conference ICT for 

Energy Efficiency. More details>>> 

 

 

News (26 January - 9 February)  

 

International relations 

 

European Commission is contented on presidential elections in Ukraine 

 

On 8 February Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 

Security Policy, and Vice President of the Commission made the statement on Ukrainian 

presidential elections, welcoming the completion of the second round of voting. 

 

According to the document, elections were conducted in generally calm atmosphere, also the 

open campaign in the media and the fact that the electorate were provided with a genuine choice 

represent important achievements in Ukraine’s democratic development. More details>>> 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/romania/news/agenda/10_februarie_2010_dezbatere_caderea_cortinei_de_fier_ro.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/112/events/index_en.htm
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/App/TransparencyCouncil/default.aspx?lang=en&id=1
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/App/TransparencyCouncil/default.aspx?lang=en&id=1
http://www.oecd.org/document/24/0,3343,en_2649_34455_43973976_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.sme-finance-day.eu/index.php?id=36
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/events/ict4ee/2010/index_en.htm
http://eu2010.es/comun/descargas/Declaraciones_PESC/FEB08_DECLARACION_HR_IRAN_EN.pdf


European Commission launches public consultation on Danube Region 

On 2 February Paweł Samecki, European Commissioner for Regional Policy, addressed the 

Danube Region stakeholder conference in the German city of Ulm. That marked the launch of a 

series of consultation events aimed at shaping the Commission's plans for a European Strategy 

for the Danube Region. Initiative seeks to develop the huge economic potential of Europe's 

longest river, and improve environmental conditions in and around the wider Danube region. 

The two-day conference provided an opportunity for representatives of national governments, 

local authorities, business, NGOs and academia to exchange views on the initial plans. The event 

also featured three workshops on improving connectivity and communication systems, 

preserving water resources and preventing natural risks and reinforcing socio-economic, human 

and institutional development. More details>>> 

Economics 

 

European Commission authorises limited up to €15,000 aid to Hungarian farmers 

 

On 3 February The European Commission has authorised under State aid rules a Hungarian 

scheme worth some EUR 18.2 million aimed at supporting farmers who encounter difficulties as 

a result of the current economic crisis.  

 

The Hungarian scheme is an application of the amendment to the European Commission's 

Temporary framework for state aid measures to support access to finance in the current financial 

and economic crisis, which introduced the possibility of granting limited amounts of aid to 

primary agricultural producers. More details>>> 

European Commission claims Romanian effectiveness of correcting budget deficit 

On 8 February the European Commission concluded that Romania had taken effective action to 

correct its budget deficit. But in view of a sharper-than-expected recession in 2009, the 

Commission proposes to extend the deadline by one year to 2012 to bring the deficit below 3% 

of GDP. 

"The consolidation effort must continue – in line with the conditions attached to the multilateral 

financial assistance package – to ensure the correction of the deficit by 2012", said Economic 

and Monetary Affairs Commissioner Joaquín Almunia.  

Romania reduced the public wage bill and cut public expenditure on goods and services in 2009, 

in line with the recommendation. The 2010 budget also includes a package of measures cutting 

expenditure by around 2% of GDP and raising revenue by around ½% of GDP. More details>>> 

The European Investment Bank lends EUR 115.5 million for investments in Ukraine 

 

The European Investment Bank (EIB) is lending EUR 15.5 million to upgrade water supply and 

wastewater treatment in the City of Mykolayiv. This project will help to fulfil Ukraine’s 

commitments under the Convention on the Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution and 

represents an important step towards realising the environmental dimension of the European 

Union’s Black Sea Synergy. 

Another loan of EUR 100 million is being provided to FORUM Commercial Bank and will 

indirectly support smaller investments promoted by SMEs as well as energy efficiency and 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/110&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/121&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/137


environmental protection projects undertaken by mid-cap companies and public entities in 

Ukraine.  More details>>> 

 

Society 

 

EU drugs agency signs accord with Ukrainian Ministry of Health 

 

The European Union and Ukraine will share information on drugs more systematically in future, 

thanks to a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed in Kiev today between the EU drugs 

agency (EMCDDA) and the Ukrainian Ministry of Health. The signatories were the Ukrainian 

Minister of Health Vasyl Mykhailovych Knyazevich and EMCDDA Director Wolfgang Götz.  

In the signing ceremony also took part The Head of the EU’s Delegation to Ukraine, 

Ambassador José Manuel Pinto Teixeira. More details>>> 

 

The European Commission selected new logo for all EU organic products 

 

On 8 February the European Commission officially announced the winner of the EU organic 

logo competition. Over the past two months 130,000 people have voted online to choose the new 

organic symbol from three finalists. The winning design is by Dusan Milenkovic, a student from 

Germany.  

 

The organic logo of the EU will be obligatory on all pre-packaged organic products that have 

been produced in any of the EU Member States and meet the necessary standards. It will be 

optional for imported products. Other private, regional or national logos will be allowed to 

appear alongside the EU label. More details>>> 

 

Europeans are mostly satisfied with their personal situation 

 

According to the Eurobarometer on the social climate in the EU survey, a majority of Europeans 

are satisfied with life in general, but there are big differences between Member States: the 

highest level of satisfaction was reported in Denmark, with Sweden, the Netherlands and Finland 

also having high levels. The lowest levels of satisfaction were reported in Bulgaria, followed by 

Hungary, Greece and Romania. 

 

When it comes to public services, Europeans are on average quite dissatisfied with the way their 

public administrations are run. In every country, apart from Luxembourg and Estonia, Europeans 

feel that this has worsened over the last five years and expect it to continue to get worse. More 

details>>> 

 

European Commission calls on improving child safety in network 

 

On 9 February the European Commission passed a message to teenagers: "Think before you 

post!". 50% of European teenagers give out personal information on the web which can remain 

online forever and can be seen by anybody. Commission welcomed actions to protect children 

using social networking websites taken by the 20 companies who signed the Safer Social 

Networking Principles last year.  

 

Most of these companies have empowered minors to tackle online risks by making it easier to 

change privacy settings, block users or delete unwanted comments and content. Yet more needs 

to be done to protect children online. Less than half of social networking companies (40%) make 

profiles of under-18 users visible only to their friends by default and only one third replied to 

user reports asking for help. More details>>> 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=BEI/10/14&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/about/press/fact-sheets/2010
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/142&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/114&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=ru
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/114&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=ru
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/144&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

