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EU PROJECT ORGANISES A NETWORKING VISIT FOR MOLDOVAN OFFICIALS AND  
NGO REPRESENTATIVES TO IRELAND

On 23-25 March the EU-funded and IOM-implemented project “Technical 
Cooperation and Capacity Building for the Governments of Moldova and Ukraine 
for the Implementation of Readmission Agreements with the EU” (GUMIRA) held 
a networking visit to Ireland for representatives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, 
Ministry of External Affairs, Border Guards Service of Moldova, and a Moldovan 
partner NGO. The visit was jointly organised by the International Organisation for 
Migration Mission in Moldova, with the IOM Mission in Dublin.

The visit aimed to get first-hand experience of operation and management of 
facilities for migrants and asylum seekers which will comply with and ensure 
international best practices and humanitarian standards set by the Council of 
Europe, the European Court of Human Rights and the Committee for the Preven-
tion of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment. 
Also, the study tour was aimed to expose the Moldovan participants to various issues of return and readmission procedures in 
Ireland as well as it’s relevant experience in this field and to tackle key questions of readmission procedure, assisted voluntary 
return, facilitation of discussions and networking with foreign counterparts.
More information at: http://www.iom.md/
Contact Person: Mihai Maciuca, e-mail: mmaciuca@iom.int   

EU PROJECT TRAINS USERS OF SOCIAL PROTECTION DATABASE SOFTWARE

On 16 March-1 April the EU-funded project “Technical Assistance for Social 
Sector Budget Support” conducted six training sessions for staff of Ministry 
of Labour, Social Protection and Family in using statistical software for social 
sciences (SPSS).

The scope of the training was to enhance the ability of selected ministry staff 
primarily from the monitoring and evaluation division in the analysis of social-
economic data and preparation of management tables. By using the data min-
ing software on the database, that captures the details of the recipients of so-
cial aid according to Law 133-2008, value will be added to the monitoring and 
evaluation function. Moreover it can provide information on targeting objectives 
and serve new social policy initiatives.
Contact Person: Frans Hesse, e-mail: fhssbs@gmail.com 

EU-UNDP PROJECT HOLDS WORKSHOPS ON STRATEGIC AND FINANCIAL PLANNING FOR 
CENTRAL ELECTION COMMISSION

On 29 March-2 April the EU-funded and UNDP-implemented project “Electoral 
Support to Moldova” held in Chisinau a series of workshop on Strategic and Financial 
Planning for Building Resources in Democracy Governance and Elections (BRIDGE). 
The workshop was facilitated by the management of the Central Election Commission 
(CEC) and UNDP experts for CEC staff and representatives from local authorities 
involved with elections. Representatives from the International Foundation for 
Electoral Systems (IFES) Moldova also actively participated in the training.

In light of electoral uncertainties of 2009, the CEC is undertaking a strategic 
planning process with an aim to create an institution able to handle the chal-
lenges ahead.  The BRIDGE workshop was timed and designed to maximise the 
contribution to the planning process. 
The agenda was a comprehensive implementation of all aspects of the module, 
and focused on critical review of the organisation including the budgeting process, the organisational chart, and the management 
systems as well as a strategic planning simulation in line with the module, including a stakeholder analysis and strategic issues 
evaluation.
More information at: http://www.cec.md/ 
Contact Person:  Ludmila Tiganu, e-mail: ludmila.tiganu@undp.org 
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EU MISSION SUPPORTS COOPERATION BETWEEN DOG HANDLERS OF MOLDOVAN AND 
UKRAINIAN BORDER AGENCIES

On 1 April the European Union Border Assistance Mission to Moldova and Ukraine 
(EUBAM) organised a joint meeting of the dog handlers from both the Moldovan 
and Ukrainian Border Guard and Customs Services. The participants discussed 
the last case of hashish found during a joint patrol of the Moldovan Border Guard 
and Customs Service with support from EUBAM experts.

At the meeting, EUBAM border guard expert from the Otaci Field Office gave 
also an overview of the Finnish dog training service, its training processes and 
cooperation with other services and dog handlers’ centres. Moldovan experts 
made a presentation on dog training centre of Moldovan Customs and its his-
tory, shared the challenges the centre faced.
An EUBAM initiative on organising follow up meetings was supported by all par-
ticipants. It was generally agreed to hold the meetings at least twice a year, in 
different locations of the partner services and involve as many partners as possible. The next meeting is planned for the Edinet 
regional directorate of Border Guard Service this autumn. 
More information at: http://www.eubam.org/ 
Contact Person: Cristina Turcan, e-mail: christina.turcan@eubam.org 

EU PROJECT HOLDS A ROUNDTABLE ON IMPROVING FORESTRY LEGISLATION 

On 9 April the EU-funded programme “Improving Forest Law Enforcement and 
Governance (FLEG) in the European Neighbourhood Policy East Countries and 
Russia” held in Chisinau a roundtable on improving forestry legislation. The event 
was organised by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in 
Moldova in cooperation with the World Bank and the Forestry Research and 
Management Institute (ICAS).

The purpose of this roundtable was to discuss a wide range of FLEG related 
issues in the country, namely to publicise the programme’s and related legisla-
tive initiatives in Moldova; identify ways to ensure broader public access and 
participation in the improvement of the national forestry legislation; broaden a 
dialogue between the governmental authorities, civil society, private sector and 
other stakeholders (academia, judiciary, mass-media). 
IUCN representatives presented detailed information on the programme implementation and objectives in the country, while of-
ficial view on the problems in the national forestry sector was expressed by the representative of the State Agency “Moldsilva”. All 
participants stressed the importance of continuous efforts under the FLEG process in Moldova.
More information at: http://enpi-fleg.org/ 
Contact Person: Aurel Lozan, e-mail: aurel.lozan@enpi-fleg.org 

EU PROJECT SUPPORTS THE INFORMATION EXCHANGE MECHANISM ON DOCUMENT SECURITY

On 13-15 April the EU-funded project “Strengthening Capacities and Cooperation 
in the Identification of Forged and Falsified Travel Documents at the Moldova-
Romania Border” held in Chisinau a workshop on “Development of a comprehensive 
information exchange mechanism on document security”. This was the second 
workshop in the module on information exchange, implemented in the framework 
of the project. 

During the workshop the working group on information exchange gathered the 
representatives from the Moldovan Border Guard Service, Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, Ministry of Informational Technologies and Communication, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and European Integration, Ministry of Justice, as well as the inter-
national experts from The Netherlands, Romania and Slovak Republic. 
As a result of the three-day meeting a pilot inter-agency information exchange mechanism was developed. This activity will be 
followed by the pilot implementation phase of the information exchange mechanism on document security.  The module will be 
concluded by the development of the inter-agency agreement on information exchange.  
More information at: http://icmpd.org/ 
Contact Person: Monika Weber, e-mail: monika.weber@icmpd.org
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EUBAM SUMS UP ACHIEVEMENTS ON IMPLEMENTATION  
OF INTEGRATED BORDER MANAGEMENT

On 14-15 April the EU Border Assistance Mission to Moldova and Ukraine (EUBAM) 
held an International Conference “Integrated Border Management Achievements 
and Way Ahead” in Kyiv. At the event, the Ukrainian and Moldovan Border 
Guard and Customs Services, FRONTEX, the EU’s external border coordination 
body, representatives of the border services of 15 EU Member States and other 
organisations reiterated their commitment to supporting integrated border 
management (IBM) in the region. Approximately 100 delegates, representing 21 
countries and 8 international organisations working in the field of border security 
attended the two-day conference. 

The goal of the conference was to provide an opportunity for the border agen-
cies of Republic of Moldova, Ukraine and EU Member States for sharing expe-
rience in the implementation of the concept of Integrated Border Management on national levels. It also aimed at promoting 
international cooperation among border services, which is essential part of the EU Integrated Border Management model. 
“EUBAM has supported improvements to border management standards in Moldova and Ukraine for nearly four and a half years. 
Our support has contributed to improved security, reduced smuggling and human trafficking as well as contributing to the devel-
opment of the IBM concept in the region”, said Udo Burkholder, acting Head of EUBAM. 
Joint activities between the Moldovan and Ukrainian Border Guards and Customs Services with EUBAM have included joint border 
control operations; the production of common border security assessments; joint public information activities; pilot projects on 
jointly operated border crossing points.
More information at: http://www.eubam.org/ 
Contact Person: Cristina Turcan, e-mail: christina.turcan@eubam.org 

EU PROGRAMME CONTRIBUTES TO MEDIA AND COMMUNICATION PLAN FOR  
THE STATE FORESTRY AGENCY

On 16 April the EU-funded programme “Improving Forest Law Enforcement and 
Governance in the European Neighbourhood Policy East Countries and Russia” 
communicated about the new order entitled “Communication process in the 
activity of the Agency Moldsilva”, issued by the Government Agency “Moldsilva” 
to improve public awareness about the situation with the national forest fund and 
planned forests management and protection activities. 

The media and communication plan for 2010, which is a part of the new order, 
was developed through a comprehensive input by the programme experts in 
Moldova. It envisages such activities as: publication of articles and official re-
ports on results of the implemented analytical studies; publication of other in-
formational materials (leaflets, bulletins); organising seminars and workshops; 
competition for journalists on “Forests – Moldova’s chance for the future”; TV production on “Illegal logging – state and conse-
quences”, “Forests – our chance to co-exist”, etc. 
Inclusion of this media and communication plan into the order of the state environmental agency continues the practice of very 
efficient and constructive interaction between the respective governmental agencies and the EU programme in Moldova aimed 
at resolving forest sector related issues.
More information at: http://enpi-fleg.org/ 
Contact Person: Aurel Lozan, e-mail: aurel.lozan@enpi-fleg.org 
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EU PROJECT MAKES TRANSNISTRIAN TOURIST SITES MORE ACCESIBLE 

On 19 April the EU-funded project “Common Building of the Future for the 
Internationally Recognised Integral Zone of the Lower Dniester and Upstream” 
has launched in Bender a tourist route in the Ramsar Area „Lower Dniester”. 
The new route will make the tourist sites from the Transnistrian region more 
accessible, and the tourists will have the possibility to discover new places, such 
as historical objects from the city of Bender, monuments of architecture and 
landscape of Cioburciu and Parcani, tourist complex „Butilca wine museum” from 
Ternovca etc.

The touristic route in the Ramsar Area „Lower Dniester” was recently tested 
by 40 representatives of the travel agencies from Chisinau. The tourists from 
the capital visited Bender fortress, the branching of the Dniester river at Tu-
runciuc arm (in Ramsar area), the monuments of landscape architecture from Cioburciu village, tourist complex „Butilca Wine 
museum” from Ternovca village and „Bulgarian Mansion” from Parcani village. This itinerary can be followed by the ordinary 
tourists, who are also proposed excursions to the Chitcani Monastery, the Wine and cognac factory from Tiraspol „Kvint” etc.
„The Bender region has an enormous tourism potential. About 20 years ago the city was receiving daily 30-40 groups of tourists 
from abroad. Unfortunately, after the tragic events of 1992 Bender was closed for tourists and for about 18 years it did not re-
ceive any guests in fact. Together with the Ecologic Society „Biotica” we plan to revive tourism in the Transnistrian region, setting 
the grounds for a long term cooperation between travel agencies from the right and left banks of Dniester river”, declared Victor 
Culisov, Director of the travel agency „Atlantis” from the city of Bender, one of the partners of the Ecologic Society „Biotica”, which 
implement the EU project. Via the tourist route in the Ramsar area „Lower Dniester”, for the first time in the region, a complex 
programme that includes elements of the commercial, historical, ecologic and rural tourism is proposed. 
Contact person: Victor Munteanu, e-mail: victor.munteanu@undp.org 

EU PROGRAMME UNDERTAKES ANALYTICAL STUDY OF ILLEGAL LOGGING IN MOLDOVA 

On 19 April the EU-funded programme “Improving Forest Law Enforcement and 
Governance in the European Neighbourhood Policy East Countries and Russia” 
communicated that the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has 
selected the Forest Research and Management Institute (ICAS Chisinau) to conduct 
an analytical study on illegal logging. The Forest Research and Management 
Institute (ICAS Chisinau) is a subdivision of the Governmental Agency “Moldsilva” 
and is an expert institution in forest management planning, inventory of forest 
lands, forest economy as well as scientific research in Moldova.

The study is financed by the programme and will be undertaken during March 
2010-March 2011. The overall goals and tasks for this study include: assess 
real impact from illegal harvesting (including its causes; economic and social 
impact of inefficient and unsustainable forest practices, particularly in vulnerable zones); develop strategies and mitigation 
recommendations to help accurately assess changes and areas that may produce positive trends in forest management; 
involve governmental, NGO, private sector and judiciary bodies into assessment of the economic and social impact of unsus-
tainable forest practices.
Also this study envisages the following: collection and processing of forestry data, verification of received information, in-depth 
analysis and extensive research of local taxes and fees on legal logging, real impact of other forest crimes, identifying causes of 
the illegal logging, conducting of three workshops (for civil sector, NGOs, community groups and organizations as well as forest-
dependent organizations, public authorities, line departments, etc.)
More information at: http://enpi-fleg.org/ 
Contact Person: Aurel Lozan, e-mail: aurel.lozan@enpi-fleg.org
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UE PROJECT LAUNCHES A NEW DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORY FOR REFUGEES  
AND ASYLUM SEEKERS 

On 20 April the EU-funded project „ Enhancing the Asylum Conditions and 
International Protection in the Republic of Moldova” launched within the Medical 
Directorate of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA) a new laboratory for clinical 
diagnosis. The action was organised by the NGO „Save the Children”. High-level 
representatives of the EU Delegation to Moldova, MIA, Department of Migration 
and Asylum, Heads of Departments, Heads of sections of the nominated medical 
institutions, as well as representatives of the non-governmental organisation 
were present at the event. 

The medical laboratory provides essential medical services to the asylum 
seekers who do not have the possibility to benefit of medical care in any other 
part of the Republic of Moldova; offers a high standard of medical assistance 
to the asylum seekers and refugees without prejudices and based on individual needs of the patients.
This arrangement will strengthen the responsibility of the Government to offer medical assistance services to the asylum seekers 
and refugees and the citizens of the Republic of Moldova will also benefit of the laboratory services. The joined efforts of the NGOs 
and the Government with regard to the creation of the medical laboratory will result in future partial assumption of the medical 
assistance responsibilities by the Government of the Republic of Moldova.
Contact Person: Roman Leahu, e-mail: refugee.scm@gmail.com 

EU HIGH LEVEL POLICY ADVISORS WERE OFFICIALLY PRESENTED

On 22 April the European Union High Level Policy Advice Mission to Moldova was 
presented at the Government during an official event. Head of the EU Delegation, 
Ambassador Dirk Schuebel, Prime Minister Vlad Filat, UN Resident Coordinator 
Kaarina Immonen, Chief Technical Advisor Rupinder Singh, EU ambassadors, 
members of the Cabinet and civil society organisations representatives took part 
in the event. 

The new EU Mission consists of 9 international experts who will advise the 
management of public institutions in carrying out the democratic reforms and 
acceleration of association and further economic integration between EU and 
Moldova. The mission is the response of the European Union to the request of 
the Government of Moldova.
The Mission has experts at the following institutions: the Prime Minister’s Office, State Chancellery, the Ministries of Economy, 
Finance, Justice, Interior, Agriculture and Food Industry, Tax Inspectorate and Public Procurement Agency.
Ambassador Schuebel stressed at the event the important role the team of international experts will have in supporting the Re-
public of Moldova in fulfilment of its commitments for signing the Association Agreement with European Union.
Contact Person: Daniel Diviricean, email: daniel.diviricean@gov.md 
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EU PROJECT LAUNCHES AN ONLINE DATABASE ON INVESTMENT LOCATIONS

In April the EU-funded project “Support to Export Promotion and Investment 
attraction in the Republic of Moldova” launched on the website of the Moldovan 
Investment and Export Promotion Organisation the so-called online database 
“Green- and Brownfield Investment Location”. 

The database facilitates potential foreign investors’ access to potential invest-
ment locations in Moldova and allows interested potential foreign investors to 
consult, identify and analyse online, potential investment locations (buildings 
and plots of land) proposed by the different local and rayonal state organisa-
tions in the various rayons of Moldova. 
Since mid 2009 over 1,000 Moldovan companies have visited and consulted 
the various project’s online trade and investment, business development serv-
ices and access to finance informational databases.
More information at: http://miepo.md/ 
Contact person: Philip Santens, e-mail: philip.santens@gfa-sepia.md 

EU-UNDP PROJECT PRESENTS A STUDY ON COMBATING TORTURE

On 28 April the EU-funded and UNDP-implemented project “Prevention of Torture” 
presented the study “Situation in Republic of Moldova on combating torture 
and other punishments or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment”. Based on 
this study, one group of experts have developed and proposed for approval to 
Moldovan authorities a new chapter in the National Action Plan on Human Rights 
which refers to preventing and combating torture.  

The study contains an analysis of the situation in preventing and combating 
torture in Republic of Moldova and concrete recommendations for preventing 
the phenomenon, and the protection of torture victims. The authors noted that 
Republic of Moldova, as any country which has acceded to international instru-
ments that prohibit torture, will undertake all measures to prevent, combat, 
punish perpetrators and compensate victims for acts of torture. 
To improve the activity of the National Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture and the Ombudsman Institution, experts believe 
that is clearly necessary to determine the competencies of these institutions, to equip them with necessary resources and to 
remove impediments of operation, including by accountability of decisional factors that obstruct their work. 
The study authors have developed a number of recommendations and actions which are reflected in a new chapter in the National 
Human Rights Action Plan on preventing and combating torture, which was proposed to the Moldovan authorities for approval. 
Victor Zaharia, the leader of the expert team declared: “We believe that other provisions included in the project Plan for the 2010-
2013 years will contribute at preventing and combating torture, without having submitted special proposals in this direction”. 

Contact person: Irina Lazur, e-mail: irina.lazur@undp.org 
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EU-FUNDED PROJECT ANNOUNCEMENTS

3-7 MAY, BUDAPEST, HUNGARY
Study Visit to Hungary by the EU-funded project “Strengthening Capacities and Cooperation in the Identification of Forged and 
Falsified Travel Documents at the Moldova-Romania Border” for the representatives of the Border Guard Service, Ministry of 
Internal Affairs and Ministry of Informational Technologies and Communication. 
More information at: http://icmpd.org/ 
Contact Person: Monika Weber, e-mail: monika.weber@icmpd.org

8 MAY, PADOVA, ITALY
Informative Job Fair for Moldovan employers from different industries and Moldovans residing in Italy and thinking about returning
home organised by the EU-funded project “Strengthening Moldova’s capacity to manage labor and return migration”.
More information at: www.legal-in.eu
Contact Person: Mariana Coda, e-mail: mariana.coda@legal-in.eut   

10-13 MAY, AMSTERDAM
Moldovan ICT Trade Mission to Amsterdam, Netherlands organised by the EU-funded project “Export Promotion and Investment 
Attraction in the Republic of Moldova”. 
More information at: http://miepo.md/ 
Contact person: Philip Santens, e-mail: philip.santens@gfa-sepia.md 

11 MAY, CHISINAU
Launch of public information and awareness campaign by the EU-funded project “Support to the Health Reform: Strengthening  
of Primary Health Care in Moldova”.
More information at: http://amp.md/
Contact Person: Lars Kyburg, e-mail: lars.kyburg@amp.md 

13-16 MAY, ZAGREB, CROATIA 
Moldova Business Seminar organised by the EU-funded project “Export Promotion and Investment Attraction in the Republic  
of Moldova” within the framework of the EBRD Annual Conference.
More information at: http://miepo.md/ 
Contact person: Philip Santens, e-mail: philip.santens@gfa-sepia.md 

21 MAY, HOTEL LEOGRAND, CHISINAU 
Roundtable organised by the EU-funded project “Supporting the implementation of the migration and development component  
of the EU-Moldova Mobility Partnership” within the meeting on the Cooperation Platform of the EU-Moldova Mobility Partnership.
More information at: http://www.iom.md/ 
Contact Person: Ludmila Vasilov, e-mail: lvasilov@iom.int 

21 MAY, CHISINAU
German and Ukraine Textiles Market Survey seminars organised by the EU-funded project “Export Promotion and Investment 
Attraction in the Republic of Moldova”.
More information at: http://miepo.md/ 
Contact person: Philip Santens, e-mail: philip.santens@gfa-sepia.md 

21-23 MAY, ODESA, UKRAINE 
Football Tournament organised by the EU Border Assistance Mission to Moldova and Ukraine (EUBAM). 
More information at: http://www.eubam.org/ 
Contact Person: Dariia Pokliebaieva, e-mail: dariia.pokhliebaieva@eubam.org 

28 MAY, MOLDEXPO, CHISINAU
Grant handing to 20 beneficiaries of the EU-funded project “Supporting the implementation of the migration and development 
component of the EU-Moldova Mobility Partnership” within the SME Forum.
More information at: http://www.iom.md/
Contact Person: Ludmila Vasilov, e-mail: lvasilov@iom.int

This newsletter is produced in the framework of the project “Communication and Visibility in Moldova 2010”. The project is 
funded by the European Union and implemented by KEY Communications in consortium with PARC Communications.
Contact person: Serhiy Zamar, e-mail: zamari@keycommunications.ua
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