
Newsletter for journalists, 26 October  

All the materials of this newsletter may be freely used and reproduced in electronic and print media, as well 

as any other information projects. 

Reprint of these materials must contain a reference to the Delegation of the European Union to Moldova.  

The Delegation fully encourages dissemination of its information products among the Moldovan mass 

media, central and local authorities, public organisations, universities, etc. 

 

Announcements 

27-28 OCTOBER, KYIV, UKRAINE 

European Commissioner for Trade Karel De Gucht visits Ukraine. More information at>>> 

11 NOVEMBER, BRUSSELS, BELGIUM  

EU-Republic of Moldova Subcommittee on Trade and Investment. More information at>>> 

17 NOVEMBER, CHISINAU 

EU Eastern Partnership’s Panel on Integrated Border Management Chisinau. More information at>>> 

 

News (12-26 October 2010) 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  

EU REINFORCES TRANSPORT COOPERATION WITH EASTERN NEIGHBOURS 

On 12 October the European Commission hosted a high-level conference on funding opportunities for the 

Euro-Asian connections linking the Eastern neighbouring countries to the Trans-European Transport 

Network (TEN-T network). About 200 participants from the TRACECA member countries, including the 

Republic of Moldova, international financial institutions and other interested parties discussed investment 

opportunities and common points of cooperation. 

The presentations of 20 priority projects were accompanied by printed documentation, multi-media 

screens and, what is most important, bilateral talks and negotiations of the attendants. As one result of the 

TIF four priority projects based on the prioritization process undergone over the past year already found 

funding. 

Following this successful event TRACECA will work on deepening the communication with financial 

institutions and further develop infrastructure projects for financing. IFC, World Bank, EIB, JICA and EBRD 

showed severe interest in mutual business opportunities. NIF and IFCA - two development funds managed 

by the EC are additional tools to be utilized in the near future. More information at>>> 

 

 

 

http://europa.eu/eucalendar/event/id/168052-commissioner-de-gucht-in-ukraine/mode/standalone
http://www.eeas.europa.eu/eastern/docs/calendar_en.pdf
http://www.eeas.europa.eu/eastern/docs/calendar_en.pdf
http://www.traceca-programme.eu/en/investments/investment-forum/press-release/


ASHTON WELCOMES MOLDOVA’S RATIFICATION OF STATUTE ON INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT 

On 14 October the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Catherine Ashton has 

“warmly welcomed” Moldova’s ratification on 12 October of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal 

Court (ICC). 

“This is an important step towards combating impunity for war crimes, crimes against humanity and 

genocide. At the same time it will contribute towards the deepening of our bilateral relations in the 

framework of the future EU-Republic of Moldova Association Agreement,” she said in a statement 

Reiterating the EU’s “unwavering support” for the Court, she said Moldova’s ratification brought the 

number of ICC States to 114. 

“I trust that the Republic of Moldova’s ratification of the Rome Statute will encourage also other partners in 

the EU’s neighbourhood to take similar steps.” More information at>>> 

 

ASHTON WELCOMES DISMANTLING OF RUSSIAN CHECKPOINT IN GEORGIA 

On 18 October, the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Catherine Ashton 

welcomed the removal of the Russian checkpoint in Perevi, Georgia, as announced at the 13th round of 

Geneva International Discussions on 14 October, describing it as a positive development on the ground. She 

said monitors from the EU Monitoring Mission (EUMM) had confirmed that the Russian checkpoint was 

dismantled on 18 October. EUMM has been liaising with Russian and Georgian authorities to ensure that 

the withdrawal is carried out in an orderly and peaceful manner. 

“I look forward to further progress towards the full implementation of the EU-brokered Six Point 

Agreement of 12 August 2008 and its Implementing Measures of 8 September 2008,” she added in her 

statement. 

“The EU remains fully committed to a peaceful resolution of the conflict. I call on all parties to make real 

efforts towards further normalisation on the ground and to continue engaging in dialogue as the only 

means to address the consequences of the conflict, including the humanitarian situation.” More 

information at>>> 

 

NEW MOMENTUM IN EU-MOLDOVA RELATIONS 

On 21 October the European Parliament adopted a resolution welcoming the latest moves by the Republic 

of Moldova to improve relations with the EU and the country's willingness to seek a solution to the 

Transnistrian issue. MEPs call for a "more robust EU role" in mediating in the regional conflict. 

The non-binding resolution stresses the substantial progress in EU-Moldova relations over the last year and 

calls on the Commission to swiftly adopt a visa liberalisation plan for Moldovan citizens. 

MEPs also welcome the willingness of the Moldovan government to seek a solution to the dispute over 

Transnistria.  MEPs "support the territorial integrity of the Republic of Moldova" and call upon all parties to 

return to formal talks "in the 5+2 format".   

Lastly, the resolution notes "the very good start" to negotiations on the Association Agreement with the 

Republic of Moldova (in January this year) and calls for a clean pre-election campaign ahead of national 

elections on 28 November. More information at>>> 

http://consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/117068.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/117147.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/117147.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20101020IPR89508/


ECONOMICS  

EIB SUPPORTS ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY PUBLIC TRANSPORT IN MOLDOVAN CAPITAL CHISINAU 

On 13 October the European Investment Bank (EIB) announced a lending of EUR 5 million to improve public 

transport in Moldova’s capital Chisinau. The EIB funds will be used to purchase of around 100 new low-floor 

electric trolleybuses, spare parts and maintenance equipment.  

This is the EIB’s first loan to the City of Chisinau, the capital of the Republic of Moldova. The project aims to 

improve the quality of the trolleybus service in terms of reliability, comfort and speed. These 

improvements, together with expanded capacity alleviating passenger congestion, will encourage the use 

of public transport. The new trolleybuses will reduce energy consumption and noise. The expected switch 

to public transport will further improve air quality.  

This project is being co-financed with a loan from the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

(EBRD) and grants from the European Commission under the Neighbourhood Investment Facility (NIF). 

More information at>>> 

 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT VOTES FOR COUNTRY-OF-ORIGIN MARKINGS ON NON-EU GOODS 

On 21 October the European Parliament proposed to allow the country of origin to be indicated in English 

on labels of goods sold anywhere in the EU. Goods imported from outside the EU should clearly state their 

country of origin, to help consumers make informed choices, say MEPs.  

While many European companies have already been using "made in" indications voluntarily, the EU does 

not have harmonised rules on stating the origin of imported goods, except for certain cases in the 

agriculture sector. 

Under the proposed new rules, country-of-origin markings will have to appear on a wide range of products 

such as textiles, footwear, furniture and pharmaceutical products, and even tools, screws and taps. The 

new law will apply only to goods destined for final consumers but not to products from the European 

Union, Turkey, Norway, Iceland or Liechtenstein. More information at>>> 

 

SOCIAL  

NEW REPORT CASTS SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION IN BLACK SEA COUNTRIES 

On 20 October the European Training Foundation, the EU agency supporting education and training in the 

countries surrounding the EU, published a new report on 20 years of transition in six post-Soviet countries, 

with a special focus on education and employment. The report was based on the activities of the “Black Sea 

Labour Market Review” project, implemented in Belarus, Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Georgia, 

Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

The document covers a wide range of issues from political changes to economic policies, to migration and 

to labour market and education showing that “these changes were enormous and the hardship was 

enormous too,” says Bardak. 

The challenge is, according to the report, that the skills that people acquire during their long education are 

not used later or used to lesser extent and that young people leaving school face a difficult transition to 

http://www.eib.org/projects/press/2010/2010-170-eib-supports-environmentally-friendly-public-transport-in-moldovas-capital-chisinau.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20101020IPR89448


work. There is a lack of job creation in the labour markets, where the private sector is supposed to take the 

lead. More information at>>> 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT CALL FOR EU-WIDE MINIMUM INCOME TO COMBAT POVERTY 

On 20 October the European Parliament adopted a resolution saying that minimum income schemes should 

be introduced in all EU Member States to combat poverty. The resolution comes three days after the 

annual UN Eradication of Poverty Day (17 October) and as European Year against Poverty (2010) draws to a 

close. 

Minimum income schemes - consisting of financial support plus easier access to services for people on low 

incomes - are the most effective way to guarantee an adequate standard of living and foster social 

integration, says Parliament.  Such schemes should be pitched at 60% of the median income of the country 

concerned. The Commission is asked to present an initiative in this area as a first step towards an EU action 

plan. 

MEPs also highlight the increasing number of working poor.  They stress that a living wage must always be 

above the poverty threshold and that workers who remain below that threshold should receive top-ups 

that are unconditional. More information at>>> 

 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT EXTENDS MATERNITY LEAVE TO 20 WEEKS WITH FULL PAY 

On 20 October the European Parliament decided that minimum maternity leave in the EU should be 

extended from 14 to 20 weeks with full pay, with some flexibility for countries which already have a form of 

family-related leave. An entitlement to paid paternity leave of at least two weeks was also approved by a 

majority of Members. 

Workers on maternity leave must be paid their full salary, which must be 100% of their last monthly salary 

or their average monthly salary, states the adopted resolution. Under the Commission's original proposal, 

workers would receive 100% remuneration during the first six weeks of maternity leave. For the remainder 

of the leave, the Commission recommended granting full pay. This was not to be a binding provision but 

the amount paid was to be no less than sick pay. 

Member States are asked to give fathers the right to fully paid paternity leave of at least two weeks within 

the period of maternity leave. MEPs who opposed this provision argued that paternity leave lies outside the 

scope of this legislation, which deals with "health and safety of pregnant women". More information at>>> 

 

http://www.etf.europa.eu/web.nsf/opennews/C63BB85CC657932AC12577C1004F8664_EN?OpenDocument
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20101020IPR88468
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20101020IPR88388

