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Newsletter for journalists, September 22, 2011
All  the  materials  of  this  newsletter  may  be  freely  used  and  reproduced  in  electronic  and  print
media, as well as any other information projects. Reprint of these materials must contain a
reference to the Delegation of the European Union to Moldova.

The Delegation fully encourages dissemination of its information products among the Moldovan
mass media, central and local authorities, public organisations, universities, etc.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SEPTEMBER 26, EUROPE

European Day of Languages

More information at>>>

SEPTEMBER 27, Brussels

European Tourism Day 2011

More information at>>>

SEPTEMBER 29-30, WARSAW, POLAND

Eastern Partnership Summit

More information at>>>

SEPTEMBER 29, WARSAW, POLAND

International conference entitled, “The Eastern Partnership Conference: towards a European
Community of democracy, prosperity and a stronger civil society”

More information at>>>

SEPTEMBER 30, SOPOT, POLAND

First Eastern Partnership Business Forum

More information at>>>

OCTOBER 4, LUXEMBOURG

Meeting of Ministers of Finance of the Eastern Partnership on the margins of ECOFIN Council

More information at>>>

OCTOBER 6, TALLINN, ESTONIA

Eastern Partnership Panel on Public Administration Reform

More information at>>>

http://europa.eu/eucalendar/event/id/187088-european-day-of-languages/mode/standalone
http://europa.eu/eucalendar/event/id/238080-european-tourism-day-2011/mode/standalone
http://pl2011.eu/en/content/eastern-partnership-summit
http://www.eap-csf.eu/en/news-events/news/the-eastern-partnership-conference-towards-a-european-community-of-democracy-prosperity-and-a-stronger-civil-society/
http://www.easternpartnership.org/community/events/eastern-partnership-business-forum-sopot
http://www.easternpartnership.org/community/events
http://www.easternpartnership.org/community/events/eastern-partnership-panel-public-administration-reform-tallin
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NEWS (6-22 SEPTEMBER)

EU-MOLDOVA RELATIONS

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RECOMMENDS TO OFFER MOLDOVA PROSPECTS OF JOINING THE EU
ONE DAY

On September 15, the European Parliament approved by a large majority its recommendation to
the Council, the Commission and the European External Action Service to offer Moldova prospects
of joining the EU one day.

President Jerzy Buzek said: "Moldova is moving towards its European vocation. Through this vote,
the European Parliament recognises Moldova's growing importance in Europe and its significance
and commitment to the European Union as a key partner. Moldova's success is important to the
EU.”

“Today, we specifically underlined Moldova's EU perspectives. The perspective offered to Moldova
by the Council, the Commission and the EEAS would encourage the country to pursue reforms”,
said European Parliament’s President.

The  MPs  called  for  a  more  robust  and  direct  EU  involvement  in  the  political  settlement  of  the
Transnistrian conflict in accordance with the principle of territorial integrity of the Republic of
Moldova. More information at>>>

CATHERINE ASHTON WELCOMES THE MEETING OF MOLDOVAN PRIME MINISTER AND
TRANSNISTRIAN LEADER

On September 12, the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
Catherine Ashton welcomed the meeting of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Moldova,

Vlad Filat, and the Transnistrian leader, Igor Smirnov, on 9 September. The statement issued by
the the spokesperson of Catherine Ashton underlines that such meetings are key to building
consensus between the two sides on the need to resume negotiations in the “5+2” format, stalled
since 2006.

The High Representative also welcomed the adoption of the rules of procedure for the working
groups, set up by Chisinau and Tiraspol, to discuss confidence-building measures.

“The EU hopes the parties will agree to renew negotiations when they meet again in Moscow later
this month. Confidence-building measures and continuing political contacts will be essential for
the success of negotiations on the settlement of the Transnistria conflict”, said Catherine Ashton.
More information at>>>

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/president/en/press/press_release/2011/2011-September/press_release-2011-September-14.html
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/124573.pdf
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EASTERN PARTNERSHIP

EASTERN  PARTNERSHIP’S  CIVIL  SOCIETY  FORUM  MEETING  OF  THE  MAIN  NGOS  NETWORKS  OF
EUROPE

On September 16, the Eastern Partnership’s Civil Society Forum gathered in Brussels
representatives of European networks of NGOs at the Working Group 4, “People to People
contacts”, and coordination meeting in order to share experience in NGO networking and to help
to raise impact on the European policies.

The coordination meeting presented the work and the objectives of the Civil Society Forum for
Eastern Partnership, exchanged ideas and methods of actions as CSO in Europe, identified
possibility of cooperation as for lobbying with the European institutions and European
governments; negotiated perspective directions for further cooperation.

The  EaP  Civil  Society  Forum  works  closely  with  the  European  Commission,  EU  Member  States,
European Parliament and other EU institutions to facilitate a roadmap for democratic transition in
the partner countries, monitor developments in EU relations with the partner countries, promote
the results and activities of civil society projects. More information at>>>

EIB PROVIDES €175 MILLION FOR UPGRADING UKRAINE’S HIGH VOLTAGE TRANSMISSION
NETWORK

On  September  16  the  European  Investment  Bank  (EIB)  announced  a  lending  of  €175  million  to
Ukraine to reinforce the electrical connections between the country’s eastern and southern
regions.

EIB Vice-President Anton Rop stated: “This project will contribute to the better utilisation of
Ukraine’s electricity generation capacity, reduce electricity transmission losses and improve the
security of the electricity supply for the benefit of Ukraine’s citizens and economy while helping to
meet increased electricity demand in the future”.

The project will help Ukraine to harmonise its electricity network with the European electricity
transmission system in the medium term. It will serve to optimise the use of existing electricity
generation capacity, resulting in a reduction of generation from inefficient coal and gas-fired
power plants with positive consequences in terms of decreased CO2 emissions and increased
network reliability. More information at>>>

http://www.eap-csf.eu/en/news-events/news/csf-eap-meeting-the-main-ngos-networks-in-europe-in-september/
http://www.eib.org/projects/press/2011/2011-132-eib-provides-eur-175-million-for-upgrading-ukraines-high-voltage-transmission-network.htm
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SESSION OF EASTERN PARTNERSHIP’S PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY EURONEST IN STRASBOURG

On September 14-15, members of the European Parliament and of the parliaments of Eastern
Partnership countries (except for Belarus) met in Strasbourg to hold the first session of Euronest
Parliamentary Assembly. MEPs expected the Assembly would prepare recommendations for the
upcoming Eastern Partnership summit, however due to disagreements between the three South
Caucasian states the document has not been adopted. While Azerbaijan and Georgia sought to
include remarks on EaP’s support for territorial integrity, Armenia advocated placing emphasis on
the principle of self determination.

MEPs also expected Euronest to adopt a resolution condemning human rights violations and
repressions against opposition in Belarus. The representatives of Azerbaijan, Moldova and Ukraine
were reluctant  to criticize a country not represented in the Euronest. The proceedings of Euronest
were further hampered by the early departure of many MEPs from Strasbourg.

The next session of Euronest will be held in Baku on May 2012. More information at>>>

CONFERENCE OF THE REGIONAL AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES FOR THE EASTERN PARTNERSHIP IN
POZNAŃ

On September 8, the Conference of regional and local authorities for the Eastern Partnership
(CORLEAP) was inaugurated in the Polish city of Poznań. The new platform was set up by the EU
Committee of the Regions and brings together 36 mayors and regional politicians from the EU and
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. It aims to promote cross-border
cooperation and give regional and local authorities a voice in the EU's Eastern Partnership.

Committee of the Regions President Mercedes Bresso emphasised the local and regional
dimension of the Eastern Partnership: "Strengthening the relationship with our Eastern neighbours
is not just a matter for national governments and EU institutions. If we want to support
democratisation and the respect for European values, we have to work together with all levels of
government, including local and regional authorities, as well as civil society." More information
at>>>

INSIDE THE EU

PARLIAMENT PUSHES FOR EU-WIDE SANCTIONS AGAINST CORRUPTION

On September 15, the European Parliament called, in a resolution, for EU-wide sanctions against
corruption, and urged Member States to make a clear political commitment to enforcing rules to
curb it. Corruption costs the EU economy €120 billion per year, almost as much as the EU's annual
budget, says the resolution. The economic crisis in many EU countries makes anti-corruption
measures are all the more urgent, it adds.

Parliament urges the Commission to step up the fight against corruption and to bring forward its
assessment of anti-corruption efforts in the EU to 2012, sooner than proposed in its anti-
corruption package presented in June.

http://www.easternpartnership.org/community/events/session-eastern-partnership-s-parliamentary-assembly-euronest-strasbourg
http://www.easternpartnership.org/community/events/conference-regional-and-local-authorities-eastern-partnership-poznan
http://www.easternpartnership.org/community/events/conference-regional-and-local-authorities-eastern-partnership-poznan
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Parliament wants an EU-wide definition of corruption as well as EU-wide sanctions, given its cross-
border dimension. It says harmonised rules on the protection of whistleblowers and the
criminalisation of illicit enrichment are also needed.

Parliament is also urging the Council to ensure the necessary political commitment, currently
lacking in some Member States, to combat corruption and to take measures against it. More
information at>>>

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT CALLS FOR A NEW STRATEGY TO SUSTAIN BLACK SEA FISH STOCKS

On September 13, the European Parliament voted a resolution saying that all Black Sea coastal
states should back and enforce a new joint fisheries policy, based on long-term sustainability and
co-ordinated effort, to protect Black Sea fish stocks and the livelihoods of local fishermen.

Many Black Sea maritime ecosystems are currently seriously affected by dynamic changes directly
related to fishing, climate change and pollution, notes the resolution. The new policy - to be
specifically designed for the Black Sea basin and introduced as an integral part of a soon-to-be-
reformed  EU  Common  Fisheries  Policy  (CFP)  -  should  help  to  preserve  and  improve  fish  stocks
under the EU umbrella, say MEPs.

Parliament therefore urges the Commission to make a full use of the existing international bodies
and tools to ensure better co-ordination of local fisheries policy. The Commission should also
consider the creation of a new regional management body that would - in a long term - "foster
and promote communication" between scientific institutes, fishermen, producers and processors
within the Black Sea region, MEPs add. More information at>>>

EU STARTS NEGOTIATIONS ON CASPIAN PIPELINE TO BRING GAS TO EUROPE

On September 12, the European Union has adopted a mandate to negotiate a legally binding
treaty  between  the  EU,  Azerbaijan  and  Turkmenistan  to  build  a  Trans  Caspian  Pipeline  System.
This is the first time that the European Union has proposed a treaty in support of an infrastructure
project. The treaty will be concluded by the EU after decision by all 27 Member States that the
European Commission should lead the negotiations on behalf of them all.

Energy Commissioner Oettinger stated that: "Europe is now speaking with one voice. The trans-
Caspian pipeline is a major project in the Southern Corridor to bring new sources of gas to Europe.
We have the intention of achieving this as soon as possible."

The Trans-Caspian Pipeline agreement will set the basis for the construction of a submarine
pipeline connecting Turkmenistan to Azerbaijan, and in turn link this pipeline to infrastructure that
will bring gas from Central Asia to the EU. More information at>>>

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20110915IPR26706/html/Parliament-pushes-for-EU-wide-sanctions-against-corruption
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20110915IPR26706/html/Parliament-pushes-for-EU-wide-sanctions-against-corruption
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20110913IPR26444/html/Black-Sea-call-for-a-new-strategy-to-sustain-fish-stocks
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1023&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

