
Newsletter for journalists, 28 September

All the materials of this newsletter may be freely used and reproduced in electronic and print media, as well
as any other information projects.

Reprint of these materials must contain a reference to the Delegation of the European Union to Moldova.

The Delegation fully encourages dissemination of its information products among the Moldovan mass
media, central and local authorities, public organisations, universities, etc.

Announcements

28-29 SEPTEMBER, BRUSSELS (BELGIUM)

Regional working group and steering committee meeting on maritime safety and ship pollution in Black and
Caspian Seas. More information at>>>

2 OCTOBER, BRUSSELS (BELGIUM)

Launch of the 2010 European Job Days with more than 500 events in October such as job fairs, seminars,
lectures, workshops and cultural events all aimed at improving labour mobility in Europe. More information
at>>>

4-7 OCTOBER, BRUSSELS (BELGIUM)

The European Commission's Regional Policy Department and the Committee of the Regions organises the
8th annual "Open Days – the European Week of Cities and Regions" with more than 130 seminars
presenting good practice from EU-funded regional development programmes. More information at>>>

7-8 OCTOBER, BRUSSELS (BELGIUM)

High-level ministerial meeting for political dialogue will be held between the EU and Russia. More
information at>>>

News (14-28 September)

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

EIB SUPPORTS WATER PROJECTS IN MOLDOVA

On 16 September European Investment Bank (EIB) signed the loan contract of €10 million for a country-
wide investment programme for the water sector in the Republic of Moldova. The project concerns the
rehabilitation and extension of water supply and sanitation systems in six towns and neighbouring villages
with a total population of 200 000: Ceadir-Lunga, Floresti, Hincesti, Leova, Orhei and Soroca.

The EIB loan will finance a series of priority investment schemes to provide improved water supply services
and to collect and treat municipal wastewater that is currently being discharged largely without treatment.
The project will increase the population’s access to drinking water, and will contribute towards reducing
the pollution of local ground and surface waters. It will also improve environmental conditions in the rivers
Prut and Nistru as well as ultimately the Black Sea. More information at>>>

http://www.traceca-programme.eu/en/events/single-event/n/sasepol_regional_working_group_sasepol_steering_committee_meeting/
http://www.jobdays.eu/candidats/?page_id=1161&lang=en
http://www.jobdays.eu/candidats/?page_id=1161&lang=en
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/od2010/index.cfm?nmenu=1&amp;amp;amp;sub=10
http://europa.eu/eucalendar/event/id/2569-eurussia-political-dialogue/mode/window
http://europa.eu/eucalendar/event/id/2569-eurussia-political-dialogue/mode/window
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=BEI/10/143&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en


EU LEADERS OUTLINE PRIORITIES IN RELATIONS WITH EASTERN NEIGHBOURS

On 17 September the EU leaders at the European Council in Brussels underlined that the smooth
implementation of projects launched under the Eastern Partnership “constitutes an outreach of EU values
and promotes the legal, economic and social approximation” of the partner countries to the EU. The
European Council Conclusions said that upcoming summits with Ukraine, in November, and Russia, in
December, should be used “to deepen cooperation on areas of mutual benefit, so as to bring more stability
and predictability to those two important relationships, as well as to promote human rights.”

EU leaders said the summit with Ukraine should help step up the negotiations on the Association
Agreement, including the deep and comprehensive Free Trade Agreement, and “highlight the role of the EU
in the economic and democratic reforms of this important neighbour.” More information at>>>

COMMISSION WELCOMES UKRAINE IN ENERGY COMMUNITY

On 24 September the European Commission welcomed Ukraine joining the European Energy Community.
The Community extends the EU internal energy market to South East Europe and enhances the overall
security of supply. The Protocol on the Accession of Ukraine to the Energy Community was signed at the
Energy Community Ministerial Council in Skopije (Macedonia).

Günther Oettinger, European Commissioner for Energy said: "This is a major step both for the Energy
Community and for Ukraine. Ukraine will have access to a pan-European energy market, based on the
principles of solidarity and transparency. For the Community, Ukraine is an important new member and
security of supply further improved." More information at>>>

ECONOMICS

COMMISSION SETS OUT MEASURES TO IMPROVE RAIL SERVICES

On 17 September the European Commission adopted a proposal to provide better rail services for
passenger and freight users by: increasing competition on the railway market; strengthening the power of
national regulators; and improving the framework for investment in rail. The proposal for a Directive
establishing a Single Rail Area is an exercise in legislative simplification and consolidation with the merger
of the three directives in force and their successive amendments into one coherent text. It also aims to
tackle key problem areas undermining the effective functioning of the railway market.

Siim Kallas, European Commission Vice-President responsible for Transport said: "Europe is at the forefront
of railway technology. We are in the top tier of modern rail networks. But, and it is a big but, Europe needs
and deserves better rail services. We need to deliver better quality, better reliability, more choice and more
innovation to passengers and freight users." More information at>>>

EU STRENGTHENS RULES ON SECURITY OF GAS SUPPLY FOR CITIZENS

On 21 September the European Commission welcomed adoption of the Security of Gas Supply Regulation
by the European Parliament. The new legislation aims to ensure that effective action will be taken in
advance to prevent and mitigate the consequences of gas supply disruptions.

Energy Commissioner Günther Oettinger assessed this regulation as a "major step forward to ensure that
every household has gas even in the event of gas supply disruptions".

According to the new legislation, the EU Member States and gas companies should be fully prepared in case
of supply disruption, through clear and effective emergency plans. Moreover, the gas companies have to

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/116547.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1173&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1139&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en


invest in the necessary infrastructure and ensure bidirectional flows where needed to secure supplies to all
customers and in any case to private households in case of disruption. More information at>>>

COMMISSION PAYS €1.15 BILLION IN BALANCE OF PAYMENTS SUPPORT TO ROMANIA

On 22 September the EU disbursed €1.15 billion to Romania, the third instalment of a €5 billion loan, which
was agreed in May 2009 as part of a multilateral financial assistance package. The disbursement to
Romania follows a positive assessment by the Commission of the implementation by the Romanian
authorities of the conditions agreed in the Supplemental Memorandum of Understanding (SMoU).

According to the Commission’s report, the ambitious fiscal consolidation measures agreed with the
authorities in May and June were implemented as planned. Good progress has been made regarding other
reforms under the programme, which are conditionality for the next tranches of the EU loan. A major
pension reform has recently been adopted by Parliament. An independent Fiscal Council was created to
strengthen the fiscal policy framework. More information at>>>

SOCIETY

COMMISSION CALLS ON YOUNG JOURNALISTS TO ENGAGE IN DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

On 20 September the European Commission launched the Young Reporters Against Poverty contest – an
invitation to all journalism students in the EU Member States to send in a report on development issues to
be selected to cover the European Development Days in Brussels in December. The final winners will be
invited to a field trip to one of the Commission's partner countries in Africa. The contest is being kicked off
at a key date for development cooperation - with only five years left until the 2015 deadline to achieve the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

"On the day of the opening of the MDG Summit in New York, I am proud to call all European journalism
students to join the fight against poverty in the world. I have great expectations on the creativity and
engagement of the young reporters and I wish them the best of luck in the competition", said Andris
Piebalgs, European Commissioner for Development. More information at>>>

COMMISSION ADOPTS NEW STRATEGY ON GENDER EQUALITY

On 21 September the European Commission adopted a five-year strategy for promoting equality between
women and men in Europe. The strategy aims in particular to make better use of women's potential,
thereby contributing to the EU's overall economic and social goals. It translates the principles set out in the
European Commission's Women's Charter (see IP/10/237) into specific measures, ranging from getting
more women into company boardrooms to tackling gender-based violence.

Viviane Reding, Vice-President of the European Commission responsible for Justice, Fundamental Rights
and Citizenship said on this occasion: "Europe has led the world by example in terms of gender equality by
including the principle of equal pay for equal work into the Treaty of Rome in 1957. We can do this again
today regarding the participation of women in decision-making and the fight against gender-based
violence". More information at>>>

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1151
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1167&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1145&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1149&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en


TWO THIRDS OF TV PROGRAMMES SEEN IN EUROPE ARE OF EUROPEAN ORIGIN

On 23 September the European Commission published a report on monitoring the promotion of European
works on TV throughout the EU, one of the aims of the EU's Audiovisual Media Services Directive (AVMS). It
highlights that the EU television broadcasters are devoting an average of 63% of their air time to
programmes made in the EU and 35% to independent works created by European producers.

The EU's Audiovisual Media Services (AVMS) Directive contains rules on the minimum proportion of works
produced in the EU or made by independent European producers which every European broadcaster has to
screen. The Directive requires Member States to ensure that more than 50% of programming time should
be made up of European works and 10% of either the transmission time or of the broadcaster's
programming budget should be devoted to independent productions. More information at>>>

COMMISSION SUPPORTS DIGITISATION OF EUROPEAN CINEMAS

On 24 September the European Commission announced a new strategy aimed at helping European cinemas
to go digital and to encourage more of them to screen European-made films, thus ensuring a wider choice
for cinema-goers. The cost of digital equipment is prohibitive for many small cinemas and the Commission's
strategy sets out options for financial support, including state-aid and backing from the European Regional
Development Fund and EU MEDIA programme, which supports the film industry. One of the opportunities
created by the move to digital is to increase the feasibility of converting films made in the first years of
cinema to preserve them for future generations.

Commissioner Androulla Vassiliou, responsible for education and culture, said: "I hope we will soon see the
benefits of digital technology in all European cinemas, including the independent and art-house screens
that characterize Europe's unique cinema network." More information at>>>

NEARLY 80% OF EU CHILDREN WERE STUDYING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE AT PRIMARY SCHOOL IN 2008

On 26 September, on the occasion of the European Day of Languages, Eurostat, the statistical office of the
European Union, published data on language learning of school pupils and perceived language skills of
adults. The general objectives of this event are to alert the public to the importance of language learning,
to promote the rich linguistic and cultural diversity of Europe and to encourage lifelong language learning in
and out of school.

According to Eurostat, in the EU in 2008, 79% of pupils at primary level and 83% of those in upper
secondary level general programmes were studying a foreign language. The highest shares of pupils in
primary education studying a foreign language were found in Luxembourg and Sweden (both 100%), Italy
(99%) and Spain (98%), and the lowest in Ireland (3%), the Netherlands (32%) and Hungary (33%). More
information at>>>

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1163&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1168&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=STAT/10/139&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=STAT/10/139&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

