
Newsletter for journalists, 10 August

All the materials of this newsletter may be freely used and reproduced in electronic and print media, as well
as any other information projects.

Reprint of these materials must contain a reference to the Delegation of the European Union to Moldova.

The Delegation fully encourages dissemination of its information products among the Moldovan mass
media, central and local authorities, public organisations, universities, etc.

Announcements

23 AUGUST, THROUGHOUT EUROPE

European Day for Victims of Stalinism and Nazism, according to a decision of the European Parliament from
2008. More information at >>>

24-25 AUGUST, ALDEN BIESEN, BILZEN, BELGIUM

Bologna Follow Up Group Meeting to monitor the development of the Bologna Process. The Group is
composed of representatives from 47 countries, including Moldova. More information at >>>

News (27 July-10 August)

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

EU AND GEORGIA CONCLUD NEGOTIATIONS ON PROTECTION OF GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS

On 29 July the European Union announced about the conclusion of negotiations with Georgia on a
bilateral agreement for the protection of their respective "Geographical Indications". This agreement will
promote and foster trade in agricultural products and foodstuffs originating in the territories of both
Georgia and the European Union. Thus, Georgia has become the first among the EU Neighbourhood
Countries to conclude these negotiations with the EU, with Georgian wines the first to benefit from the
system.

Through this agreement, Georgia is adapting its domestic legislation to the highest international standards
on the protection of intellectual property rights. The Geographical Indications system is a cornerstone of EU
quality policy, with a steady progression of registrations. Today, around 3 000 products have been
registered. These procedures will undoubtedly contribute to the development of those rural areas that
have been producing wine and food following century long traditions. More information at >>>

POLITIC

EU OPENS ACCESSION NEGOTIATIONS WITH ICELAND

On 27 July the first meeting of the Accession Conference with Iceland at Ministerial level decided the
opening of the Intergovernmental Conference (IGC) on the Accession of Iceland to the European Union.
During the IGC, the EU recalled that Iceland has been cooperating extensively with the EU across a broad

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?reference=P6_TA(2008)0439&language=EN
http://www.ehea.info/event-details.aspx?evId=5
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1015&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en


range of areas over the last forty years, as a member of the European Economic Area or applying the
Schengen acquis, which means that Iceland has already adopted a significant part of EU law.

EU underlined that on the path towards accession, Iceland would need to continue its efforts to align its
legislation with the acquis and to ensure its full implementation and enforcement. Serious efforts would be
required in particular in the areas of fisheries, agriculture and rural development, environment, free
movement of capital and financial services, in order to meet the accession criteria. To this effect, the EU
stated that it would closely monitor Iceland’s progress in all areas. More information at >>>

ECONOMICS

EU ECONOMIC SENTIMENT INDICATOR EDGES UP

On 29 July the European Commission announced that in July, the Economic Sentiment Indicator (ESI)
edged up to 102.2 (by 1.9 points) in the EU and to 101.3 (by 2.3 points) in the euro area. These results are
strongly influenced by markedly positive readings in Germany.

The majority of Member States reported improvements in sentiment. Among the largest Member States,
Germany registered the most significant increase (+4.0), followed by France (+2.6), Poland (+1.9) and Italy
(+1.7). Improvements were less pronounced in the UK (+1.4) and the Netherlands (+1.2). In contrast,
sentiment declined in Spain (-2.2).

The Directorate General for Economic and Financial Affairs conducts regular harmonised surveys for
different sectors of the economies in the European Union (EU) and in the applicant countries. They are
addressed to representatives of the industry (manufacturing), the services, retail trade and construction
sectors, as well as to consumers. More information at >>>

EUROPEAN COMMISSION REPORTS ON THE MISSION TO ROMANIA

On 4 August the European Commission reported on the services mission to Romania which concluded
that conditions for the third disbursement of the EU Balance of Payments assistance programme (€1.2
billion) were met. A joint European Commission, IMF and World Bank mission visited Bucharest from 26
July to 4 August, to assess implementation of the policy programme under the €20 billion multilateral
assistance package. According to the press release, the ambitious fiscal consolidation measures agreed
with the authorities in May and June were implemented as planned.

The mission concluded that these measures appeared sufficient to reach the agreed budget deficit targets
of 6.8% and 4.4% of GDP in 2010 and 2011, respectively. Romania remains committed to reduce its deficit
below 3% of GDP in 2012.

Continued weakness in domestic demand, developments in the region, and the recent floods will probably
delay the economic recovery. Real GDP is expected to decline by 1.9% in 2010. Positive growth is expected
for 2011 and beyond. More information at >>>

EUROPEAN COMMISSION REPORTS ON THE MISSION TO GREECE

On 4 August the European Commission (EC) reported on the mission with the European Central Bank
(ECB), and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), which visited Athens during 26 July-5 August for the
first quarterly review of the Greek government’s economic programme supported by a €80 billion loan
from Euro area countries and a €30 billion Stand-By Arrangement with the Fund.

http://www.eutrio.be/files/bveu/media/documents/07-26_CP_Iceland_EN.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/db_indicators/surveys/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1028&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en


The overall assessment is that the programme has made a strong start, according to the EC. The end-June
quantitative performance criteria have all been met, led by a vigorous implementation of the fiscal
programme, and important reforms are ahead of schedule. However, important challenges and risks
remain. More information at >>>

SOCIAL

EU27 POPULATION IS OVER 500 MILLION

On 27 July the European statistics agency Eurostat released the estimates that the population of the
European Union surpassed the 500 million mark at the beginning of this year, with migration accounting
for the majority of growth in 2009. Eurostat said the EU gained 1.4 million residents in 2009, increasing
the population of the 27-country bloc from 499.7 million to 501.1 million.

63% of the increase - representing nearly 900,000 people - was due to net migration, which accounts for
arrivals and departures, while the rest was from births. Compared with 2008, the demographic situation in
2009 in the EU27 is characterised by a slight decrease in the crude birth rate and a constant crude death
rate, while net migration fell more significantly. More information at >>>

SELF-EMPLOYED WORKERS TO GAIN MATERNITY AND PENSION BENEFITS UNDER NEW EU LAW

On 4 August entered into force new EU legislation which allows self-employed workers and their
partners to enjoy better social protection – including the right to maternity leave for the first time. The
Directive on self-employed workers and assisting spouses improves the social protection rights of
millions of women in the labour market, strengthening female entrepreneurship. At present only one in
three entrepreneurs is a woman.

"With the entry into force of this new law, Europe takes an important step forward in terms of increasing
social protection and providing equal economic and social rights for self-employed men and women, and
their partners," said Viviane Reding, EU Commissioner for Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship and
Vice-President of the European Commission. "The new European law ensures full equality in practice
between men and women in working life, promoting female entrepreneurship and allowing self-employed
women to enjoy better social security protection." More information at >>>

A FIRST IN EU HISTORY: ENHANCED COOPERATION TO HELP INTERNATIONAL COUPLES IS IN FORCE

On 5 August the European Commission announced about the new enhanced cooperation of the Member
States to push forward with rules allowing international couples to select which country's law would
apply to their divorce. The Regulation must now be approved by the participating 14 EU Member States
during an upcoming Council meeting before it can enter into force. The procedure applies to the 14 EU
countries for now, but others can join at any time.

“People fall in love across borders, whatever their nationality. As a result, many international couples need
to be certain of the rules that apply in their situation," said Vice-President Viviane Reding, Commissioner
for Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship. The proposal aims to protect weaker partners during
divorce disputes. International couples will be able to agree which law would apply to their divorce or legal
separation. Couples would have more legal certainty, predictability and flexibility. More information at >>>

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1033&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/3-27072010-AP/EN/3-27072010-AP-EN.PDF
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1029&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1035&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

