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All the materials of this newsletter may be freely used and reproduced in electronic and print media, as well
as any other information projects.

Reprint of these materials must contain a reference to the Delegation of the European Union to Moldova.

The Delegation fully encourages dissemination of its information products among the Moldovan mass
media, central and local authorities, public organisations, universities, etc.

Announcements

23 JULY-1 AUGUST, RUSSIA

Mission of Young European Professionals to Russia under official support of Herman Van Rompuy,
President of the European Council. More information at >>>

27-28 JULY, UKRAINE

European Commissioner Günther Oettinger, responsible for Energy visits Ukraine starting with the
participation at the international conference "Promoting energy security and investment in the Black Sea
Area" in Odesa. More information at >>>

1-6 AUGUST, BONN, GERMANY

International Climate Change Talks in advance of the sixth meeting of the Parties to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) which will take place in Mexico in November-December 2010.
More information at >>>

News (13-27 July)

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

EU LAUNCHES NEGOTIATIONS ON ASSOCIATION AGREEMENTS WITH ARMENIA, AZERBAIJAN AND GEORGIA

On 15 July the European Union announced the launch of negotiations on association agreements with
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. The first round of negotiations on an Association Agreement took place
in the capitals of the three South Caucasus countries last week. The Agreements are based on joint
commitments to a set of shared values and will cover a wide range of areas, including Political dialogue,
Justice, freedom and security, as well as trade and cooperation in sectoral policies.

Attending the event in Batumi and welcoming the launch of negotiations, the EU’s High
Representative/Vice President of the Commission Catherine Ashton said: “Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia
have shown a clear ambition to intensify their relationships with the EU. I am personally convinced that this
comprehensive Association Agreement shall impact positively not just on political relations but also on
people's lives, in terms of economic opportunities, easier contacts with people from the EU, the
environment." More information at >>>

http://www.eutrio.be/eyprom-2010-russia
http://ec.europa.eu/delegations/ukraine/press_corner/all_news/news/2010/2010_07_26_1_en.htm
http://www.eutrio.be/climate-convention-cop-16cmp-6-2-intersession-meetings
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/955&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en


EU SUPPORTS HIGHER EDUCATION COOPERATION WITH ITS NEIGHBOURS

On 19 July the European Commission has decided to allocate €30.4 million to support higher education
projects in the European Neighbourhood countries and Russia. This will enable enhanced networking and
joint projects and partnerships between higher education institutions in EU and ENPI countries.

Commissioner for Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy Štefan Füle commented: "Investing in
people is key objective to our neighbourhood policy. The fruitful cooperation between EU and European
Neighbourhood higher education institutions will be continued, enhancing the exchange of knowledge,
experience and ideas."

The money allocated under the Tempus Programme will support approximately 50 multilateral
partnerships aiming at modernising curricula, teaching methods and management of the higher education
institutions and systems in the neighbouring countries. More information at >>>

EU HIGH REPRESENTATIVE WELCOMES THE PUBLICATION OF THE ADVISORY OPINION ON KOSOVO

On 22 July the Belgian Presidency of the EU issued the declaration of the EU High Representative for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice President of the European Commission Catherine Ashton on
behalf of the European Union on the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice.

Catherine Ashton welcomed the publication of the ICJ opinion. “It opens a new phase”, she stated. “The
focus should now be on the future. The future of Serbia lies in the European Union. The future of Kosovo
also lies in the European Union. This is in line with the European perspective of the region and the relevant
Council conclusions.

Good neighbourly relations, regional cooperation and dialogue are the foundations on which the EU is built.
The EU is therefore ready to facilitate a process of dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade. This dialogue
would be to promote cooperation, achieve progress on the path to Europe and improve the lives of the
people. The process of dialogue in itself would be a factor for peace, security and stability in the region”.
More information at >>>

POLITIC

ICELAND TO RECEIVE PRE-ACCESSION FUNDING

On 14 July the amended Regulation on the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA), co-signed by the
Presidents of the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union, entered into force, including
Iceland as a beneficiary of pre-accession funding. IPA will provide funding primarily to strengthen
institutional and legislative capacity for the implementation of EU law (the 'acquis').

Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy Commissioner Stefan Füle stated: "This decision
underlines our commitment to support Iceland's accession process. We encourage the country to do what
it takes to ensure a successful accession to the European Union." More information at >>>

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/968&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.eutrio.be/files/bveu/media/documents/07-22_Statement_ICJ_CA_EN.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/943&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en


BULGARIA AND ROMANIA HAVE MIXED PROGRESS ON JUDICIAL REFORM AND FIGHTING CORRUPTION

On 20 July the European Commission published the annual reports on Bulgaria and Romania's efforts to
deliver judicial reform and tackle corruption, which paint a different picture in the two countries. While
Bulgaria has embraced reform efforts and achieved important results, Romania has lost momentum with
the report showing important shortcomings in its efforts to achieve progress.

In both countries, the leadership of the judiciary need to take more responsibility for the benefit of reform.
To guide this process, the reports include a series of concrete recommendations to be implemented by the
two countries over the next year.

To sustain reform process, the Commission calls upon Romania to build on the strong Parliamentary
support for the procedural codes and extend this political will to other areas. More information at >>>

ECONOMICS

€6.4 BILLION INVESTMENT IN RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

On 19 July the European Commissioner for Research, Innovation and Science Máire Geoghegan-Quinn
announces nearly € 6.4 billion of European Commission investment in research and innovation. The
package, the biggest ever, covers a vast range of scientific disciplines, public policy areas and commercial
sectors. This funding will advance scientific boundaries, increase European competitiveness and help solve
societal challenges such as climate change, energy and food security, health and an ageing population.

Around 16,000 participants from research organisations, universities and industry, including about 3,000
SMEs, will receive funding. Grants will be awarded through "calls for proposals" (invitations to bid) and
evaluations over the next 14 months.

This package is an economic stimulus expected to create more than 165.000 jobs. It is also a long-term
investment in a smarter, sustainable and more inclusive Europe. It is a key element within the EU's Europe
2020 Strategy and in particular the Innovation Union Flagship, which will be launched in autumn 2010.
More information at >>>

EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND IMF WELCOME THE SUPPORT OF PARENT BANKS TO THEIR ROMANIAN
AFFILIATES

On 22 July, representatives of the European Commission and the International Monetary Fund met in
Brussels with the nine parent banks of the largest foreign-owned credit institutions with affiliates in
Romania (Erste Group Bank, Raiffeisen Group, Eurobank EFG, National Bank of Greece, UniCredit Group,
Société Générale, Alpha Bank, Volksbank International, and Piraeus Bank).

The representatives of foreign-owned banks operating in Romania reaffirmed the support to their
Romanian affiliates. These commitments, along with the multilateral financial assistance package, are
helping Romania consolidate investor confidence and return the economy to a sustainable growth path.
Participants agreed that the strengthening of Romania's external position allows for a degree of flexibility
concerning the exposure commitments to 95% compared to end-March 2009. More information at >>>

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/982&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/966&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/999&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en


SEVEN EU BANKS FAIL STRESS TEST

On 23 July the Belgian Presidency of the EU announced the results of the stress test, which subjected 91
banks from 20 EU Member States to a number of worst case scenarios. It appeared that seven smaller
banks were still not resistant to the impact of a new financial-economic crisis. Another eleven banks only
barely achieved passing scores.

The stress test was designed to demonstrate whether the European capital market could survive a new
crisis and recession in one piece. The 91 banks represent a good 65% of the European banking world. With
84 passing banks, the European Commission is now confident that the European capital market is strong
enough to weather any new financial-economic storms. More information at >>>

SOCIAL

ROAD SAFETY: COMMISSION OUTLINES MEASURES TO HALVE ROAD DEATHS BY 2020

On 20 July the European Commission has adopted challenging plans to reduce the number of road deaths
on Europe's roads by half in the next 10 years. Initiatives proposed in a set of European Road Safety Policy
Orientations 2011-2020 range from setting higher standards for vehicle safety, to improving the training of
road users, and increasing the enforcement of road rules. The Commission will work closely with Member
States to implement this programme.

European Commission Vice-President Siim Kallas responsible for Transport, said: "A hundred people die
everyday on Europe's roads. We have made good progress since 2001 and we have succeeded in saving
nearly 80,000 lives. But the number of fatalities and injuries on our roads is still unacceptable. We are
looking at what kind of cars motorists drive, where they drive and how they drive and we want to cut road
deaths in half by 2020." More information at >>>

http://www.eutrio.be/pressrelease/seven-banks-fail-stress-test
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/970&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

