
 

EU Partners 

The EU's main partners in Ma-

lawi’s Road Sector Programme 

include: 

 United Kingdom 

  African Development Bank 

  Japan International Coop-
eration Agency 

  Arab Development Bank 

 China 

 

Facts & Figures 

 The EU allocates €451 mil-
lion to Malawi under the 10th 

EDF 2008–2013. 

 EU support to the road sector 
in Malawi amounts to 
€70 million under the 10th 
EDF 

 The EU has allocated a 
further €60 million to the Ma-
lawi road sector under the 9th 

EDF. 

 

 

EU support to Malawi for poverty reduction 

through enhanced regional interconnection 

 

Why is transport so important in Malawi? 

 
 The development of transport corridors is crucial for a land-

locked country like Malawi. Malawi relies on its regional transport 

routes for transportation of the bulk of its exports and imports to 

external sea ports. 

 Transport costs for goods of Malawian origin are high in com-

parison to other southern and eastern African states. 

 Currently, the road sector is the most predominant mode of 

transport in Malawi, handling more than 70 per cent of the inter-

nal freight traffic and 99 per cent of passenger traffic. Similarly, 

the road sector handles 90 per cent of the international freight 

and passenger traffic. 

 The crucial role of transport in contributing to economic growth 

and poverty reduction is clearly stated in the Malawi Growth 

and Development Strategy. 

 The Government of Malawi has approved a National Transport 

Policy, which emphasises competition and complementarities be-

tween rail and road, the country's two main transport modes. 

 The specific objective of the Sector Policy Support Programme 

(MARS) is to achieve sustainable and cost-efficient transport 

links from farm or factory gate to market centres, and across 

borders to international trading partners. 

 The European Commission has been a partner to Malawi's trans-

port sector for many years, contributing to the rehabilitation 

and maintenance of 420 km of roads 2002–2007, namely: 

o Urban Lilongwe roads (€3 million) 

o Mangochi-Monkey Bay (€8 million) 

o Masasa-Golomoti-Monkey Bay (€17 million) 

o Lilongwe-Nsipe (€8.2 million) 

o Chikwawa-Bangula (€17 million) 

o Mzuzu Urban roads (€2.8 million) 

 

Transport sector 

“The public has a 

right to expect 

well maintained 

and safe roads". 

 
Paul Kulemeka, CEO, 

Malawi Roads Authority 

 

For more information, see www.delmwi.ec.europa.eu/en/index.htm 

 

EU Delegation to 

the Republic of 

Malawi MDG 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

MDG 8: Develop a global partnership for development 

 

 



 

Although Malawi has been a front-runner with institutional reform in the road sector, 

several challenges remain. Notably, Malawi’s roads are among the most dangerous in the 

world. 

In addition, the EU and the Government of Malawi have agreed on the following priorities: 

 Complete maintenance coverage and sustainability must be achieved; 

 Shortfall in revenue from the fuel levy must be addressed; 

 rural access needs to be improved; 

 Investments in Malawi’s roads need to be protected from damage caused by overloaded 

vehicles. 

The next step to be taken through the MARS programme is to support the Government of 

Malawi and road sector agencies by sector-budget support operations rather than 

individual projects. A shift to sector-budget support will enable the Government and the EU, 

with a sound coordination of transport sector donors, to focus on the following objectives: 

 Adopting a multi-modal transport policy; 

 Budget allocation for the maintenance of the main road network through the 

establishment of a fuel-levy mechanism; 

 Policy and planning documents based on economic and strategic analyses; 

 Safeguarding road investments by implementing an efficient axle-load policy; 

 Establishing the Road Traffic Authority in order to address traffic and safety issues. 

With the creation of a dedicated road fund and an autonomous road authority, the 

Government of Malawi has embraced the principle of best practice in road maintenance. The 

initiative fund has set in place structures that allow for efficient and transparent management 

of the road sector. Policy and planning documents have been prepared with EU support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EU support to the road sector in Malawi amounts to 
€70 million under the 10th EDF 2008–2013. 

 

Transport Sector 

EU support to Malawi for poverty reduction through enhanced 

regional interconnection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EU-funded Maintenance and 
rehabilitation of the Lilongwe-Nsipe 
Road in 2009. 


