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Allow me firstly to pay my respects to: 

 His Majesty King Letsie III 

 The Right Honourable the Prime Minister 

 Honourable President of the Senate 

 Honourable Speaker of the National Assembly 

 Her Ladyship the Chief Justice 

 Honourable Deputy Prime Minister 

 Hon. Minister of Law, Constitutional Affairs and Human Rights  

 Honourable Ministers 

 Their Lordships Judges of the High Court 

 Their Excellencies Heads of Diplomatic Missions, and Heads of International 

Organisations 

 Representatives of Civil Society Organisations 

 Other distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen 
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I am very pleased to share some remarks with you at today's event organised by the 

implementing partners of three projects funded under the 'European Instrument for 

Democracy and Human Rights' (EIDHR).   

I wish to start by recalling the process we went through to select the three projects 

which are funded by EIDHR grants. During the first half of 2015, the EU 

Delegation in Lesotho launched a Call for Proposals on projects that could be 

considered under the EIDHR and for which there was a total available allocation of 

1 million Euros (approximately 15 million Maloti). The EU Delegation received 18 

applications - a higher number than under similar previous calls. Among the 

applicants, 16 were organisations from Lesotho, while two were international 

organisations.  

Following a robust and competitive selection process, the projects proposed by 

three civil society organisations from Lesotho were awarded grant funding. This 

demonstrates that Lesotho has strong civil society organisations (CSOs) which can 

perform well when competing with international organisations for funding. As such 

I would urge CSOs in Lesotho to apply for global call for proposals. 

As you know, the three organisations whose projects were selected for EIDHR 

funding are the Lesotho Council of NGOs (LCN), Transformation Resource Centre 

(TRC) and Women and Law in Southern Africa Lesotho (WLSA). I'm very glad 

that these three CSOs have come together today to jointly organise this event to 

formally launch the projects they are undertaking with EU funding.  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

The EU funding support to civil society projects under the EIDHR is very much in 

line with Article 2 of the founding principles of the European Union, which reads 

"The Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, liberty, 

democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including the 
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rights of persons belonging to minorities." This is a principle which we seek to 

advance through our development cooperation activities.  

Under the EIDHR budget line, the EU supports projects undertaken by civil society 

organisations operating on the ground, empowering these CSOs as actors for 

positive change in the promotion of democracy and human rights. Under the current 

EIDHR grants, the three projects of the CSOs focus on the following subjects: 

governance (LCN), oversight institutions (TRC) and gender equality (WLSA).   

The main objective of the project implemented by the 'Lesotho Council of NGOs' is 

to foster greater accountability of public institutions and leaders to citizens in line 

with the Constitution of Lesotho. The project includes support for efforts towards 

empowering civil society on democracy and human rights issues in order to hold 

public institutions accountable and enhance the accountability of public institutions 

in promoting and protecting democracy and human rights in the country.  

The focus of the project undertaken by 'Women and Law Southern Africa' in 

Lesotho is on preventing and eliminating Early Marriages, Discrimination on 

Inheritance and Violence against LGBTI Persons as a Strategy to Attain Gender 

Equality in Lesotho. 

Regarding the third project, 'Transformation Resource Centre' had initially 

proposed to focus on advocacy for establishment and governance of a fully-

functional Human Rights Commission that is Paris Principles compliant.  In light 

of the recent passing of the Human Rights Commission Bill to an Act, TRC is 

reflecting on the implications this has for project activities during the remaining 

funding period and will get back to the EU Delegation to propose amendments to 

the scope of project activities.  

Ladies and gentlemen, allow me to take this opportunity to emphasise that, 

according to the EU's global Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy 2015 – 

2019, the EU "recognises and supports the crucial role of National Human Rights 
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Institutions (NHRIs) as independent institutions and affirms the EU commitment to 

support and engage in particular with those institutions which are in line with the 

Paris Principles."  The Action Plan commits the EU "to work to strengthen the 

involvement of such NHRIs in consultation processes at country level, in particular 

regarding Human Rights Dialogues and third countries' reforms."
1
 

Over recent years the European Union has reinforced its support for CSOs, as is set 

out in the Communication on the "Roots of democracy and sustainable 

development: Europe's engagement with Civil Society in external relations". In 

2014 the EU Delegation in Lesotho took an important step towards realising that 

communication, when together with civil society the Delegation embarked on 

drafting the EU country roadmap on engagement with civil society.  That roadmap 

identifies challenges that hinder the effectiveness of CSOs as drivers of 

development, and sets out strategic interventions and the role to be played by 

stakeholders in realising the interventions.  The roadmap identified key areas which 

included the need for a single legislation under which CSOs are registered, so as to 

harmonise a number of different laws currently in place. Another key area identified 

was a need for more financial support towards CSOs, which the European Union 

has also committed itself to. A number of individual EU Member States are also 

supporting the work of CSOs in Lesotho – e.g. the Embassy of Finland recently 

provided funding for some CSO projects. Support under the EIDHR and from EU 

Member States is one of the many ways in which the European Union is 

implementing the Civil Society Roadmap and reaffirming its commitment towards 

working with CSOs in Lesotho.  Meanwhile, under the 11
th 

European Development 

Fund (EDF 11) an allocation of 7 million Euros (approximately 110 million Maloti) 

is earmarked for civil society related activities in Lesotho for the period until 2020.  

The process to identify the areas to be supported under this component of EDF 11 

will be taken forward in due course.  

                                                 

1
 EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy, p. 16  

http://eeas.europa.eu/human_rights/docs/eu_action_plan_on_human_rights_and_democracy_en.pdf
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While acknowledging that CSO projects in Lesotho largely rely on the funding 

resources provided by development partners, I wish to also emphasise the 

importance of CSOs and government engaging constructively with each other in a 

mutually beneficial cooperation that contributes to advancing the country's 

development. The EU very much encourages government to provide and maintain 

the space for an inclusive engagement with civil society organisations and their 

activities throughout the country - so that CSOs are enabled to bring their 

perspective to the discussion table and effectively contribute to the elaboration by 

Government of policies and the development agenda. CSOs bring their own unique 

and valued grassroots perspective into such discussions with government. It is clear 

that an active and positive engagement by CSOs could bring potentially significant 

rewards in terms of better informed policies and decision making. The main 

beneficiaries of such an enriched and collaborative approach will ultimately be all 

Basotho.  

Ladies and gentlemen, allow me to conclude these remarks by reaffirming the 

European Union's commitment to supporting civil society in Lesotho and I wish the 

three organisations every success in attaining the objectives of their projects. 

Thank you. 
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