
'Young Basotho are the change agents' 
 

 
Leutsoa Khobotlo, 26, GreenLife Farm 

 
Pitseng, Leribe. For Leutsoa Khobotlo, the decision to quit his job two years ago was 
one of the boldest and best decisions he ever made. Khobotlo, 26, is a Soil Analyst 
and vegetable farmer who produces throughout the year regardless of harsh weather 
conditions caused by climate change.    
 
Speaking at the International Youth Day commemoration held in Leribe under the 
theme 'The Road to 2030: Eradicating Poverty and Achieving Sustainable 
Consumption and Production', Khobotlo said he left a job where he earned 1,500 
Maloti per month (approximately 95 Euros) to "explore other opportunities." However, 
with only a high school diploma, he had difficulty finding a better job than the one he 
had before.  
 
"As hunger struck, I remembered how my widowed mother, with only a factory salary, 
would grow crops to help feed her three children," said the twenty-six year old farmer. 
"This is when I made a decision to clear the weeds at my landlord's yard and make 
plots where I started growing vegetables."  
 
Today, Khobotlo is the proud founder and owner of GreenLife Farm.  
 
The Government of Lesotho through the Ministry of Gender, Youth and Sports has 
provided Khobotlo with a fiberglass greenhouse to use for a period of three (3) years, 
allowing him to grow and sell vegetables to schools and supermarkets.  
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This year's International Youth Day focuses on the leading role of young people in 
ensuring poverty eradication and achieving sustainable development through 
sustainable consumption and production.  
 

 
School children at the International Youth Day, Leribe 

With Lesotho's increasing high unemployment, Khobotlo encouraged young Basotho 
to take on entrepreneurial opportunities.  
 
"Be brave enough to take the first step. Set your vision and goals clearly so that even 
the biggest storm may not shake you." He added that he faced many challenges in 
this venture but decided never to give-in to the temptation of giving up.  
 
The EU Delegation, which recognises the powerful force that is youth in the 
development of our world and which regards young people as key partners in 
development, is proud to have been part of this day.  
 
International Youth Day is a reminder that the future lies in the hands of young 
people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


