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Launch of the "Samir Kassir Award  

for freedom of the press" 2011 

 

Press Conference – February 1, 2011  

 

Introductory remarks by Ambassador Angelina Eichhorst, 

Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Lebanon 

 

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

Dear friends,  

 

I am pleased to launch the "Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the press" 2011 today, in the 

presence of Mrs. Gisèle Khoury-Kassir and Mr. Walid Kassir, the representatives of the Samir 

Kassir Foundation.  

 

As you know, this is the sixth edition of this Award, which was created after the assassination of 

Samir Kassir, on the 2nd of June, 2005. Samir Kassir has paid with his life in his fight for 

democracy and Lebanon's sovereignty, and he remains an example for his entire profession. By 

organising this competition, the European Union salutes, through the name of Samir Kassir, the 

efforts and courage of all the journalists in the region who, sometimes by risking their lives, are 

committed to human rights, the rule of law and democracy. 

 

Thanks to a growing reputation, the Samir Kassir Award is an annual opportunity to focus on 

the need to advance human rights and the rule of law in this region.  

 

Every year, a wide variety of topics are covered. Last year, State corruption and exploitation of 

children were highlighted by the two winners, but many other important topics are regularly 

addressed by the candidates (censorship, violations of women's rights, torture, the fate of 

refugees and migrants, etc.).  

 

Human rights are a priority for the European Union in its external relations, particularly with its 

partners in this region. 

 

In this particular moment, we see citizens claiming their most basic rights, including freedom of 

expression, in several countries of the region. 

 

For the European Union, these aspirations - both political and social - are legitimate because 

they relate to rights that we consider as being universal. The European Union High 

Representative for foreign policy, Catherine Ashton, herself said a few days ago that "freedom 

of expression and the right to assemble peacefully are fundamental rights of every human 

being." These values were recalled yesterday by all EU Member States at the Foreign Affairs 

Council. However, in this region of the Mediterranean, Middle East and Gulf, there is still much 

to do. 

 

Freedom of the press - a corollary of freedom of expression - is linked to all other freedoms. 

Indeed, journalists, who are indispensable witnesses of events and vectors of the diversity of 

opinion, have a crucial role to play in defending human rights. Consequently, journalists also 

have a tremendous responsibility, and must fulfill their mission with ethics and integrity. 
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Any violation of freedom of the press is inexcusable, whether exercised by the authorities or by 

individuals, as was the case during the recent demonstrations in Lebanon; whether it is in the 

form of physical attack against journalists or by silencing them as was the case in the TV spot 

we have just seen. These physical, administrative or psychological barriers contradict a society 

which is democratic and respectful of everyone's opinions. 

 

As long as there are journalists who are persecuted, harassed, or simply deprived from the 

means to exercise their profession, the Samir Kassir Award deserves to exist.  

 

I therefore encourage all journalists to participate: each one of you has his/her word to say, 

his/her point of view and his/her sensitivity as regards the problems of our time. 

 

Thank you, and I give the floor to Mr. Walid Kassir, Secretary General of the Samir Kassir 

Foundation. 


