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Speech by Ambassador Angelina EICHHORST,  

Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Lebanon 

 

EU-funded programme to support the Lebanese Parliament 
 

Signature of a MoU between the Lebanese Parliament and the WFD 
 

Monday, 31 January 2011 – Ain el Tineh 

 
**************** 

 
Excellency, President Nabih Berri, 

Excellencies, Members of Parliament and Ambassadors, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 

I am delighted to be present at today's signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between 

the Lebanese Parliament and the Westminster Foundation for Democracy (WFD). 

 

With this particular programme, the European Union will provide direct support to the 

Lebanese Parliament. The main objective is to help the Parliament improve its capacity to 

exercise effectively both its legislative and oversight roles, which are key functions in a 

democratic system of government. 

 

This programme aims at fostering professionalism within the legislative and oversight work 

of the Lebanese Parliament. In this regard it will provide support to two key parliamentary 

committees out of 16 – the Finance/Budget Committee and the Administration/Justice 

Committee. The activities will include exchange of experiences between Lebanese and 

European administrations and Members of Parliament, as well as training for staff and key 

Parliament stakeholders. Some equipment will also be provided.  

 

This is an ambitious programme, but the interest and enthusiasm of the Lebanese Parliament 

has been clearly demonstrated since the beginning. The Memorandum of Understanding that 

will be signed today translates the will of the Lebanese Parliament to enhance its capacity to 

fully and effectively perform its tasks and responsibilities.   

 

We are also very pleased to note that a first step has already been taken by you, Mr. President, 

toward ensuring Parliament’s ownership of the project's outputs and its sustainability. I am 

glad that the Parliament is committed to contributing to the budget of the established 

Advisory Unit, thus ensuring that it will carry on its work beyond the end of the project. 

 

I would also like to congratulate the Westminster Foundation for Democracy for their good 

cooperation so far.  

   

The programme is in fact the product of a collective effort and it is now time for 

implementation. You can count on our continued support to make it successful. 

 

Thank you very much. 


